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FLEMING ISLAND – Although the start of 
construction is still at least a week away, it 
doesn’t keep Darin Roark from closing his 
eyes and imagining the completed project.

The construction company trailers al-
ready are parked in front of Baptist Clay 
Medical Center. Orange lines have been 
spray painted on the pavement and a fence 
has been installed to create a perimeter.

Groundbreaking for new Baptist 
Clay Medical Campus hospital

Coming soon 

Darin Roark: ‘This is a $206.5 million investment in Clay County’

Darin Roark points to where a new six-story, 100-bed hospital will be built at Baptist Clay 
Medical Campus. Construction the the $206.5 million project will start in days, and it’s 
expected to be open in the fall of 2022.

SEE BAPTIST, 32
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I am not I am not 
a turkey!a turkey!

– Essays pages 29-31

Woman joins three nonprofits 
to provide Thanksgiving meals
By Don Coble
Don@opcfla.com

MIDDLEBURG – It’s been a good year for Marie Kaltz 
and her family. Her and her husband’s jobs weren’t 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic – or the shut-
downs and layoffs that came with it.

Points for 
a purpose

Ernie Cohen (l) and Marie Kaltz take a break during their 
shopping spree to buy food for Thanksgiving dinners 
that will be given away at Clay Behavioral.

Her five children are healthy and continuing to 
excel under difficult times.

But yet there was an emptiness heading into the 
holiday season.

“This year has pretty much sucked for everyone, 
and it’s sucked even more for a lot of people,” she 
said.

POINTS, 32

“This truly was an amazing gift. It’s that 
kind of thought that makes a difference in our 
community. The first time I met her was when 
we went shopping and it turned out to be an 
incredible experience.”

 – Ernie Cohen 

INSERTS
CLAY ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE 
HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE



2 CLAY TODAY • NOVEMBER 26, 2020 CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Clay Today, 
3513 U.S. Hwy 17, Fleming Island, FL  U.S.P.S. (063-800)

Periodical Postage Paid at Orange Park, Florida
NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS This newspaper assumes no financial responsibility for 
typographical errors in advertisements, but when notified promptly will reprint 
correctly the part of the advertisement in which the typographical error ap-
pears. All advertising in this publication is subject to approval of the publisher. 
This newspaper will not knowingly  accept or publish illegal material of any kind. 
Advertising which expresses preference based on legally protected personal 
characteristics is not accepted. PHONE ALL DEPARTMENTS 264-3200. MEMBER, 
FLORIDA PRESS ASSOCIATION & SOUTHERN NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION.

Sales Manager: Peg Oddy
Sales & Marketing: John Denmark, Sheri Lhotak, Emilia Williams
Classified/Obituaries/Admin: Martha Bagby 
Creative Services: Sheila Holcombe, Michele McNeill, Kathy Roy

CLAY TODAY 904-264-3200

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Subscription Rate
1 Year in County       $34
I Year out of County        $44

Florida Market Manager:  Hugh Osteen
Publisher: Jon Cantrell 
Managing Editor: Don Coble
Staff Reporters:  Bruce Hope, Wesley LeBlanc
Sports Editor: Randy Lefko
Legal Notices: Christie Wayne

Michelle Cook brings her own management style to CCSO
By Don Coble
don@opcfla.com

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – You won’t see 
Michelle Cook on social media sipping a 
cup of coffee while drug offenders do their 
perp walk in front of cameras.

The new sheriff prefers to deflect the 
praise for her agency’s success to the men 
and women of the Clay County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

But make no mistake: “I’m very firm in 
principle,” she said.

Cook brings a different management 
style to a department that faces challenges 
on many fronts. There are budgets to bal-
ance, morale to reform, a constant threat 
of COVID-19 at the jail and a growing drug 
epidemic to solve.

She knows an agency often is the re-
flection of its chief officer. Clay County is 
no different. Former sheriff Darryl Daniels 
was very comfortable being the face of his 
department. His style often was described 
as flamboyant, and it became a way his 
agency conducted its business.

Cook is a complete opposite. She is 
low-keyed outside the walls of her depart-
ment. She lets her agency’s results – and 
the people who achieve it – be the way her 
office is perceived.

“My style is very different,” Cook said. 
“I don’t look for a lot of attention. I thrive 
more on genuine relationships. I’m ap-
proachable. I communicate. And I’m very 

Michelle Cook

firm and confident in my work. I’m confi-
dent with what we’re doing.”

Cook said morale at CCSO was low 
when Gov. Ron DeSantis appointed her to 
finish Daniels’ term on Sept. 1. Days ear-
lier, Daniels was suspended by DeSantis 
one day after being arrested for destroying 

evidence and making false claims against 
his mistress. Cook won the Republican pri-
mary on Aug. 18, beating six other candi-
dates, including Daniels.

Cook has 28 years of law enforcement 
experience. She was in charge of as many 
as 1,500 employees when she was the di-
rector of Patrol and Enforcement at the 
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office. She’s also 
been the police chief for 30 officers at At-
lantic Beach.

“This is exactly what I expected,” Cook 
said. “I worked at an extremely large 
agency. I also worked at one that was very 
small. I finally found the middle ground 
agency with a hometown feel. That’s ex-
actly what I wanted.”

Cook now is in charge of nearly 500 em-
ployees and a $65 million budget.

She’s already won praise from the 
Board of County Commissioners after she 
and county manager Howard Wanamaker 
worked to bridge the gap in what CCSO 
wanted and the BCC could afford.

In her first two weeks, they found com-
mon ground to reduce $835,000 from the 
budget Daniels submitted.

Cook said the use of volunteers and 
part-time deputies was an easy way to cut 
corners. Retired law enforcement officers 
and military personnel are perfect candi-
dates to work a day or two a week. And all 
of them would be paid hourly with no costly 
benefits.

“A good example is our marine unit,” 

Cook said. “We have one officer in that 
unit. We can’t justify two or three in that 
department. But there’s a real need there, 
especially in the summer. What better way 
to bolster our marine unit than adding 
some part-timers when we need them?”

Cook’s new departmental plan will be 
implemented on Jan. 1.

At the same time, the jail is not only 
antiquated, it’s crowded.

“Our jail generally runs at capacity,” 
she said. “We use as much discretion as 
we can, but it’s a real challenge.”

Cook said another problem is the influx 
of methamphetamine and fentanyl.

“We have 140 active drug cases right 
now,” she said.

But she has a different approach to bat-
tling the scourge. She doesn’t like to post 
threats and promises to low-level offend-
ers on the internet, and she won’t use the 
arrests as a marketing tool.

“I’m committed to addressing the prob-
lem, but I do it in a different way,” Cook 
said. “If we’re putting arrests on social 
media, that’s somebody we can’t use as an 
informant for other arrests. I want the big 
dealers who are much more difficult to ar-
rest. I want the bigger fish, and I want to 
put them away for a long time. One good 
tool is using a small-time offender as an 
informant.

“You can’t do that if you’ve put their 
faces on social media.”

Gordon Chevrolet Giving Back
Goron Chevrolet in Orange Park donated $6000 to the Middleburg Asso-
ciation of Athletics. On hand to receive funds to remodel their concession 
stand were, Association President Shannon Cloud, Vice President Stewart 
Galligher, Treasure Melissa Steiner, Secretary Heather Woodard and Base-
ball Commissioner Pedro Torres. For more information about the Associa-
tion contact President Shannon Cloud at 904-338-6459.  Front (L-R) Chris-
tian Torres, Kinsley Steiner, Braydon Noland, Beau Clavel; (Middle) Leslie 
Torres, Matt Galligher, Heather Woodard and Shanna Cloud; (Back) Pedro 
Torres, Stewart Galligher and Ira Cloud.

TCC donates $2,500 to provide 
gifts for Goldstar families
By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK – The Cellular Connection, 
one the largest retailers for Verizon, donat-
ed $2,500 to Operation Santa Cause ear-
lier this month to help the non-profit make 
the holidays happy for children of Florida 
National Guardsmen and Women and Gold-
star families.

Operation Santa Cause has been a non-
profit organization in Clay County for seven 
years.

Jeanne Scholl started Operation Santa 
Cause after experiencing some rough times 
in life and working her way through them. 

“I had always told myself, ‘when I get 
to the point when my family is taken care 
of, I’m going to do the same for somebody 
else,’ because I had so many people along 
the way who helped me,” said Scholl. “So 
when I got in that position I was able to – 

every year we would by toys just randomly. 
Then it came to my attention, from my son 
who was FLNG [Florida National Guard], 
that a lot of his troops needed some help. 
So that’s when we started just focusing on 
the FLARNG.”

TCC reached out to Operation Santa 
Cause as part of the Veterans Rock event 
during which they donated $60,000 to 24 
organizations across the country.

“The one we chose in my region, was 
Operation Santa Cause,” said Keith Hall-
man, Regional Director for TCC. “I thought 
it was really good because I know that the 
military sacrifices so much and so much 
time from their families and kids and we 
wanted to give back to an organization that 
gives back to them.”

“This is our fourth year hosting the 
Veterans Rock program, and we are proud 

SEE TOYS, 6
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Opinions ...
The views and opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the opinion of the Clay Today. 

Send us a letter ...
We’d like to hear from you. Perhaps you are concerned about the county com-

mission, the school board or your city council or commission, sit down and take a 
few moments to write us a letter.All we ask is that you keep it civil, no name-calling 

and write no more than 600 words. All we ask is that you stick to local issues, be clear 
and make a point. We reserve the right to edit for AP Stylebook errors, grammar and 
spelling. In your email, type Letter to the Editor in your subject and send it to Man-
aging Editor Don Coble at don@opcfla.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

WordWord

SEE HEALTHY, 5 SEE HISTORY, 5

OPINION

OF THE WEEK

Word of the Week is a feature that aims 
to help readers boost their vocabulary in a 
meaningful way that has practical applica-
tion. Each week, our editorial staff pres-
ents a word, its definition and its use in a 
sentence.

Abnegate: (AB-nih-gayt) a verb that 
means a deny or surrender.

“Many voters have the elections to 
abnegate their sense of social conscious-
ness.”

This Week In History
Five years ago, 2015

• The Clay High football team defeat 
Nature Coast, 40-28, to advance to the 
Class 5A state championship.

• Ronnie Robinson expresses his anger 
to the rest of the Board of County Commis-
sioners after they vote to bypass him as 
the Chairman.

• Middleburg High wins a $5,000 well-
ness grant from the National Football 
League and the Florida Dairy Council.

10 years ago, 2010
• County Commissioner put their plans 

to open a landfill on hold until a new county 
manager is hired.

• Orange Park reduces its list of city 
managers to five – Mark Kutney, Sharon 
Kraus, Cynthia Hall, James Drumm and 
Robert Museuso.

• Former Clay High offensive lineman 
D.J. Scott earns a starting spot at East 
Carolina.

20 years ago, 2000
• Carol Vallencourt is selected as the 

Chairman of the Clay County School Board 
by other members of the board.

• County workers are concerned their 
health insurance may be affected by HCA’s 
lawsuit against Blue Cross/Blue Shield that 
asks for the insurance company to clarify 
rules for coverage.

• Clay County celebrates Cracker Day 
with more than 7,500 visitors at the Clay 
County Fairgrounds.

30 years ago, 1990
• Clay County Commissioners direct 

their attorney to write a letter to Sheriff 
Dalton Bray, demanding to see certain re-
cords for budgetary purposes.

• The Clay County Food Bank receives 
$25,000 from TPC Charities.

WordWord
Time to think healthy is 
before holidays, no
on New Year’s Day

By William Davis
Steel Mill Fleming Island

Think the 
holidays are 
here to ruin 
your health? 
Think again.

It’s holiday 
season, and 
that means you 
will soon be 
thinking and 
talking about 
New Year’s 
resolutions. We 
already have 
Christmas decorations in the stores, and 
soon will come the bombardment of holiday 
themed marketing.

Advertisements for holiday parties, hol-
iday cooking and holiday snacks. With ad-
vertisements in your face in stores, as well 
as every device you own, it’s impossible to 
not feel overwhelmed. Then as Christmas 
time approaches everyone will be thinking 
about resolutions. You will hear things like 
“New Year New You,” “This year will be the 
year I lose the weight,” “Starting in Janu-
ary I’m finally going to get in shape.”

People think they must wait to the be-
ginning of the new year to start living a 
healthy life. We have been conditioned to 
thinking that we consume all this horrible 
food during the holidays. This gives us the 
excuse to let yourself go because “Don’t 
worry, I’ll really get after it in January.”  
But evidence and the reality are you are 
just digging yourself a hole, so let’s look at 
two scenarios.

According to U.S. News & World Report, 
the failure rate for New Year’s resolutions 
is said to be about 80%, and most give up 
by mid-February. The average American 
gains five pounds of weight during the holi-
days, so if this is true, then why would you 
put yourself through the hassle of gaining 
weight only with the resolution to lose it 
come January?  That’s like running a race 
but making yourself start 50 feet behind 
the other competitors. This makes no 
sense, and it is a yearly battle I must fight 
with clients working in the health and well-
ness industry. So here are the hard facts:

As of Nov. 19, there are 42 days until 
January. Assuming you eat three meals 
a day that means you will consume 126 
meals between now and the New Year. Let’s 
look at the remaining holidays. Thanksgiv-
ing and the day after (two meals), Christ-
mas and New Year’s (one meal each), and 

William Davis

GUEST COLUMN
Thanksgiving holiday a real 
‘turkey’ at my household

By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY – Skipping one of our an-
nual holidays here in America should be 
easier than ever this year.

What holiday could that be, Wesley? 
If you’ve read my now-yearly column 
around this time of year, you already 
know the answer: Thanksgiving. It is ar-
guably the worst holiday of the year for 
many reasons and while I’m never too ex-
cited about it come November, I’m urging 
you all to join my train of thought.

It’s safe to say COVID-19 has domi-
nated the talk of 2020. There are those 
who believe it to be overblown or down-
play its significance. I downplay my need 
to go to a gym and clean up my eating 
habits – that doesn’t make the very real 
problem any less real. You need to be-
lieve the virus is real just like I need to 
go to the gym and eat something a little 
greener.

You might be wondering why I bring 
up COVID-19 at all.

It’s because I think you should just 
stay home this year instead of going 
to that massive family reunion-style 
Thanksgiving dinner. You could be the 
next COVID-19 super event and wouldn’t 
that be embarrassing. I was just reading 
about a large wedding where more than 
80 guests contracted the virus, includ-
ing the bride and groom. Their wedding 
will always be remembered, as “Friends” 
might put it, “The one where all the 
guests contracted a potentially lethal vi-

rus.”
You don’t want your Thanksgiving din-

ner to be that, and let’s be real: the food 
and seeing that one aunt, twice removed, 
but back in the family after marrying the 
brother or something like that isn’t worth 
it. This is the crux of my argument.

I say this every year and I will con-
tinue to do so: Thanksgiving food is the 
worst category of food. It’s a bunch of 
food we eat once a year because we all 
subconsciously know it’s not great, but 
for whatever reason eat every November 
anyway.

Here’s what your potential COVID-19 
super-spreader event’s menu likely looks 
like: a turkey that you swear will be deli-
cious that’s actually super dry and every-
one is sad they’ll have to eat leftovers of 
it for the next week, a stuffing that one 
cousin brings that nobody actually likes 
to eat but does anyway so that the cous-
in doesn’t feel bad, some “fresh” green 
beans you bought from that guy on the 
side of the road who just days ago bought 
those “fresh” green beans at Walmart, 
and that one dish – this makes me cringe 
just writing it out – that’s sweet potatoes 
with marshmallows and cinnamon be-
cause that’s a totally normal thing to eat.

This is usually the part where I en-
courage you to bypass Thanksgiving in 
favor of Black Friday shopping, which I 
usually love but have soured on as the 
years go by, but this year, I’m going to tell 

SEE TURKEY, 5
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Cold War player
 5. Flat-bottomed sailboat
10. Jamaican tangelo
14. Debauched man
15. Less covered
16. Require to live
17. Patrick and Aykroyd are two
18. Mixes
19. Insurance claim expenses
20. Tries to persuade
22. Equal (prefix)
23. Czech name for Prague
24. London soccer team
27. Greek letter
30. Small Eurasian deer
31. Swiss river
32. Miller beer
35. Less appealing
37. 8th month (abbr.)
38. __ Alto, California city
39. Grandmothers
40. American time
41. NW Chinese people
42. ‘Westworld’ actress __ Rachel Wood
43. Northeastern US university
44. Poplar trees (Spanish)
45. Hip hop legend Kool Moe __
46. Not or
47. Corpuscle count (abbr.)

48. Comedienne Gasteyer
49. Fonts
52. Female cattle mammary gland
55. Down time
56. Spiritual leader
60. Small brown and gray American rail
61. Trimmed by cutting
63. NY Giants owner
64. A long narrative poem
65. Old World lizard
66. Product for sale
67. Shut Your Pie Hole (abbr.)
68. Pacific Island country
69. Whale ship captain

CLUES DOWN
 1. Language
 2. Fly high in the air
 3. Made musical sounds
 4. Organized again
 5. TV channel
 6. Unable to fly
 7. Get up
 8. Air traveler
 9. Married woman
10. Take weapons from
11. Sicilian city
12. Actress Remini
13. Thought
21. Infections

23. Golf score
25. Hill or rocky peak
26. Witch
27. Adjusted
28. Succulent plant
29. Forearm bones
32. Hot fluid in the earth’s crust
33. Subatomic particle
34. Part of an organism
36. 007’s creator
37. Burned material residue
38. Brain layer: __ mater
40. Unable to partake
41. Lesion
43. Historic railroad company (abbr.)
44. Basics
46. Scottish port
47. Flower cluster
49. Instruct
50. Untamed
51. Moth genus
52. Utilizes
53. Foolish
54. Fall in small drops
57. A place to get clean
58. La __ Tar Pits
59. Metrical foot
61. Semiliquid food
62. Small crow

• The Cabul Lodge honors two students 
from Green Cove Elementary for their es-
says about Green Cove Springs.

40 years ago, 1980

History
from page 4

Healthy
from page 4

Turkey
from page 4

• A grand jury is convened to study the 
circumstances behind the murder of busi-
nessman Willie Plummer.

• A collection agency is hired to col-
lect $26,439 in delinquent electric bills in 
Green Cove Springs.

• An undercover operation at Orange 
Park High results in the expected arrest 
of 25 people.

let’s say three parties (three meals) for a 
total of seven days and 10 meals.

So, what seems to be a big roadblock 
in your healthy lifestyle, is actually seven 
days out of 56, and 10 meals out of 126. 
Logically no one would sacrifice five un-
wanted pounds on those odds, yet every 
year millions of people do. A healthy life-
style is a year-round affair, and a lifelong 
pursuit. A healthy lifestyle also means bal-
ance. It’s ok to enjoy those moments guilt 

free because if you are doing what you 
should be doing which is eating sensibly 
and exercising daily, then you don’t have 
to worry about digging a hole for yourself. 
Change your mind set about what the holi-
days truly are, and you will be able to en-
joy the treats and keep a slim waistline.

William Davis has been in the fitness 
industry for 10 years and he’s run Steel 
Mill Fleming Island for seven years. He’s 
also a USA weightlifting sport perfor-
mance and USA powerlifting club coach, 
a CrossFit Level 2 trainer, PN nutrition 
coach, CrossFit powerlifting trainer, aer-
obic capacity trainer, movement and mo-
bility trainer and rowing trainer.

you, much like you’re Thanksgiving dinner, 
it’s not worth it.

You already know how awful Black Fri-
day is for the customer service workers 
who have to deal with you. The hours have 
been turned back from the Friday after 
Thanksgiving to Thanksgiving day, and now 
they have to deal with a bunch of shoppers 
who may or may not have contracted the 
virus at their super-spreader dinner or 
lunch.

I’d be remiss if I didn’t mention that I 
know Black Friday is a great shopping day 

for those who need that kind of financial 
savings to afford the presents they want 
to put under the tree next month.

I get that so if you absolutely must 
shop on Black Friday so that your child 
can have all the gifts they wanted this hol-
iday season, maybe forego the Thanksgiv-
ing dinner with the 30-plus family mem-
bers and wear a mask.

One day – hopefully – all of this CO-
VID-19 stuff will be a blimp in our time-
line, but for now, it’s not a blimp. It’s 
something we should all take seriously 
and one of the best things you could do 
for the rest of humanity is forego the 
large celebration of arguably our coun-
try’s most boring and overrated holiday.   

By Jake Hoffman
For Florida Politics

In the wake of the 2020 presidential 
election, pundits will be picking through 
Election Day stats for months, if not years, 
to tell the story of this election cycle.

All those narratives will have to contend 
with one clear outlier – Florida.

And many are likely to miss the nuances 
of Republican leadership in our state that 
have shored up Republican dominance here 
for decades, despite the national political 
winds in any given election cycle. That in-
cludes leadership on a number of issues not 
often closely associated with the national 
Republican Party platform, issues like en-
vironmental protection and addressing cli-
mate change, which are quality of life is-
sues for many Floridians.

The main headline, of course, will be that 
on Election Day 2020, Floridians turned out 
in record numbers to vote for Republicans 
up and down the ticket – delivering nearly 
every other Republican on the ticket a huge 
margin of victory and in the process wip-

ing out Democratic gains in recent cycles. 
That certainly happened and our state – 
the Tampa Bay region included – provided 
a resounding endorsement of conservative 
governance.

Of course, this isn’t really a new devel-
opment and the state, despite its battle-
ground status every four years, has been 
Republican-dominated for decades. Elec-
tion Day, in many ways, was just another 
affirmation of the Sunshine State’s bend to-
ward conservative leadership. Republican 
resilience in the state remains year-after-
year, as blue or red waves bring changes 
in partisan leadership to other areas of the 
country.

One of the more important take-
aways  should be  that conservative gov-
ernance in Florida looks different from 
conservative leadership elsewhere in the 
country, which likely accounts for why it 
was (and probably will continue to be) an 
outlier in cycles to come.

Just prior to Election Day, the  Florida 

Climate Resilience Survey  showed that 
86% of Floridians believe climate change is 
happening right now — and that includes 
more than eight out of 10 Republicans. 
Those survey results also show that 56% 
of Floridians believe Florida should be ex-
ploring solar energy as the primary form 
of energy production for our state. Another 
poll  released by Conservatives for Clean 
Energy-Florida highlights the growing 
support for an all-of-the-above energy 
strategy that transcends political parties.

This comes after the Republican-led leg-
islature passing its first climate-related leg-
islation in over a decade, earlier this year.

Environmental stewardship was also 
central to the race for representative of 
the state’s 69th  House District, which saw 
Republican  Linda Chaney’s underdog vic-
tory against Democratic incumbent  Jen-
nifer Webb. Elsewhere, Republican  Law-
rence McClure, whose professional career 
has been built on environmental cleanup, 
was reelected to represent the state’s 

58th House District.
The significance of these issues is also 

apparent among our statewide and con-
gressional Republicans.  In his first days 
in office, Gov. Ron DeSantis, a Republican, 
took bold steps to strengthen the state’s re-
sponse to climate change by appointing a 
science officer and chief resilience officer.

Sen. Marco Rubio, also a Republican, re-
cently joined the Senate Climate Solutions 
Caucus, a bipartisan caucus to advance ef-
forts that address the changing climate and 
has been a leading voice within the national 
party.

When the book closes on the 2020 elec-
tions, the story is likely to include Repub-
lican gains with Hispanic/Latino voters, 
changing demographics in suburban and 
exurban areas, as well as other issues. Pun-
dits and Republican leaders in other states 
would be wise to look beyond 2020 and 
examine why Republicans in Florida con-
sistently overperform their counterparts 
cycle-after-cycle.

Florida’s Republicans continue to win big on climate issues
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to continue recognizing deserving service 
men and women across the country,” said 
Scott Moorehead, CEO of Round Room, 
parent company of TCC. “This is the least 
we can do as a thank you to our service 
members who have sacrificed so much 
for our country and to these organizations 
that provide so much support for them and 
their families.”

The recipients of gifts from Operation 
Santa Cause never see where they come 

Toys
from page 2

from. They just get the joy of opening pres-
ents on Christmas morning. 

Scholl speaks of one Gold-Star child 
who is aware of the source of their gifts. 
Operation Santa Cause puts the name of 
the deceased father on his gift every year. 
Although the child knows where the gift 
comes from, seeing the tag say “from Dad,” 
it lets him know that his father’s battle 
buddies still care and are still looking out 
for his family. 

Between TCC and Operation Santa 
Cause, more local FLARNG Gold Star chil-
dren will smile this Christmas.

Calendar of Events
TAI CHI FOR SENIORS: is offered for free Nov. 
30 at 9 a.m. at the Orange Park Town Hall Park, 
2042 Park Ave. For more information contact 
Aging True at (904) 803-6312.

ORANGE PARK TOWN COUNCIL: will meet on 
Dec. 1 at 5:30 p.m. at Town Hall, 2042 Park Ave.

CLAY COUNTY FINANCE AND AUDIT 
COMMITTEE: will meet Dec. 1 at 3 p.m. at 
the BCC Meeting room on the fourth floor of 
Administration Building, 477 Houston St., Green 
Cove Springs.

CLAY COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION: 
will meet Dec. 1 at 7 p.m. on the fourth floor of 
Administration Building, 477 Houston St., Green 
Cove Springs.

CLAY COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT 
COUNCIL: will meet on Dec. 2 at 3:30 p.m. at 
the BCC Meeting room on the fourth floor of 
Administration Building, 477 Houston St., Green 
Cove Springs.

CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT: 
will meet Dec. 3 at 6 p.m. on the fourth floor of 
Administration Building, 477 Houston St., Green 
Cove Springs.

LAKE REGION KIWANIS CLUB: will meet Dec. 
3 at 7:30 a.m. at Montgomery Center, 88 SE 
75th St., Starke.

TAI CHI FOR SENIORS: is offered for free Dec. 
7 at 9 a.m. at the Orange Park Town Hall Park, 
2042 Park Ave. For more information contact 
Aging True at (904) 803-6312.

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL: will meet 

Dec. 7 at 6 p.m. at City Hall, 555 S. Lawrence St.

HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS: will be held 
virtually for people grieving the death of a 
loved one on Dec. 8 from 6-7:30 p.m. There is 
no charge. For more information, visit http://
hopefortheholidays2020.eventbrite.com or by 
calling (904) 407-7001.

GREEN COVE SPRINGS CITY COUNCIL: will 
meet on Dec. 8 at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 321 Walnut 
St., Green Cove Springs.

CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 
will meet on Dec. 8 at 4 p.m. at the BCC 
Meeting room on the fourth floor of 
Administration Building, 477 Houston St., Green 
Cove Springs.

CLAY COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT 
COUNCIL GRANTS SUBCOMMITTEE: will 
meet Dec. 9 at 11 a.m. in Conference Room B, 
fourth floor of the Administration Building, 477 
Houston St. in Green Cove Springs.

HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS: will be held 
virtually for people grieving the death of a 
loved one on Dec. 10 from 10-11:30 a.m. There 
is no charge. For more information, visit http://
hopefortheholidays2020.eventbrite.com or by 
calling (904) 407-7001.

JUST US GIRLS OUTRAGEOUS FASHION 
SHOW: is Dec. 10 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
Club Continental, 2143 Astor St. in Orange Park. 
Fashion show, exquisite food, door prizes and 
speaker Ethel Lee will be available. Cost is $20 a 
person. To reserve a spot, contact Joyce at (904) 
509-3388.
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Surgical Excellence. 
Close to Home.

FLEMING ISLAND  |  4711 US Hwy. 17, Ste. B1  |  Fleming Island, FL 32003   

ARGYLE  |  9680 Argyle Forest Blvd., Ste. 20  |  Jacksonville, FL 32222

Dr. Scott Lind 
Fellowship Trained in 

Breast Surgery

Dr. Kara Wanchick
Fellowship Trained in 

Bariatric Surgery

Our team at Orange Park Surgical Specialists provides 
experienced, compassionate care.

• Robotic Surgery
• Minimally Invasive Surgery
• Colon Cancer Surgery
• Gallbladder Surgery
• Benign Tumor Surgery

OUR SERVICES
• Breast Surgery
• Surgical Oncology
• Bariatric & Metabolic Surgery
• Hernia Repair

Online appointments available at:

ORANGEPARKPHYSICIANS.COM or call (904) 264-5426.
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Funeral & Cremation Services Funeral Home

Traditional, Church & Graveside ServicesTraditional, Church & Graveside Services

Locally Owned With A 
Tradition of Service

•  Pre-Need & Insurance 
Arrangements

• World Wide Shipping
• Caskets & Urns
• Pre-Planning
• Cremation

904-264-1233
www.BivensFuneralHome.com

529 Kingsley Ave • Orange Park

Burney Bivens Orange Park
Attorney Since 1982

Law Offi ce 
1543 Kingsley Ave. • Orange Park

904-264-3412

FUNERAL HOME AND CEMETERY
One convenient location, because it’s important for family to be together at a diffi cult time.
Pre-Planning - Peace of mind, Locking in at today’s prices - 0% fi nancing for 60 months

Discounted Funeral Packages (Pre-Need Only) | Pre-Planned Veteran Discounts 

Visit us at JacksonvilleMemoryGardens.com
111 Blanding Boulevard (Next to Orange Park Mall) | 904-272-2435

JACKSONVILLEJACKSONVILLE
MEMORY GARDENSMEMORY GARDENS

Obituaries

Walter David Cercy 
Walter David Cercy, 65, of Dr.’s Inlet, 

Florida, passed away on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 17, 2020.

He was born to William Howard Cercy 
and Bertha Inez Baxley on November 20, 
1954 in Dr.’s Inlet, Florida

He attended 
Orange Park High 
School.

Walter retired 
from Clay County 
Public works in 2009 
after 30 years of em-
ployment.

Walter was a 
member of Lenox Av-
enue Church of God, 
where he and Sharon 
served the Lord faithfully. He loved the Lord 
and was not afraid to light his shine for Je-
sus.

He was blessed with a large and loving 
family. He married his soul mate, Sharon 
Daniels on April 22, 1988. Walter helped 
raise his 6 children with a strong work ethic 

Robert A. (Bob) Houston 

Robert A. (Bob) Houston, 94 passed 
away peacefully on Friday, November 13 
2020, two days shy of his 95th birthday.  
Bob is the son of Congressman John M. 
Houston and Charlotte W. Stellhorn Hous-
ton.  He was the last and longest living 
grandchild of Wichita pioneer lumberman 
Samuel J. Houston.  One of Bob’s cousins is 
Major Samuel R. Bird, Officer in charge of 
the casket detail for the JFK funeral.

Bob was born in Newton, Kansas in 1925 
and received his education at the Cooper 
School, The Bullis School in Maryland and 
St. John’s Military School in Salina, Kansas.  
He graduated in 1943 as a 2nd Lt.  

Shortly before his graduation he skipped 
school and caught a train to Wichita to see 
the Glenn Miller Orchestra, featuring Frank 
Sinatra at the Blue Moon Theater. Prior to 

Walter David Cercy

Joseph “Roger” Demers 
Joseph Demers, husband of Irene for 

65 years, passed away peacefully on No-
vember 17th in Pooler, GA. 

Many in the Orange Park and Middle-
burg area will re-
member his dedica-
tion for decades as 
a tireless middle and 
high school science 
teacher, realtor and 
as a volunteer with 
hospice and arthritis 
support groups. 

A native of San-
ford, ME, his time as 
a Captain in the Air 
Force sent him around the country before 
settling in the Orange Park/Middleburg 
area in the late 1960s.  (Jacksonville FL)

In addition to his loving wife, he leaves 
behind very proud children, Owen, (wife 
Donna) Todd, (wife Patti) and Rio, adoring 
grand children Danielle, Michael, Jeremy, 
Kristin, Lauren, Savannah, Stephanie and 
Nick. And a few great grand children, who 
will one day be entertained by stories of 
the family patriarch.

He will be remembered for his kind 
heart and spirit, having never met a 
stranger and never complaining regardless 
of what life threw at him. His loving fam-
ily will remember his powerful example  of 
overcoming obstacles, enjoying life to its 
fullest and making everyone around him 
feel special. 

Joseph “Roger” Demers

and a compassion for others. He never met 
a stranger and was always willing to lend a 
helping hand. He loved working on things, 
tinkering around, and was up for any chal-
lenge his wife and kids and family brought 
to him. He loved spending time with his 
family, especially his 17 grandkids. Family 
was everything to him. He was a loyal and 
dedicated friend, as well.

He is preceded in death by his Father, 
William Howard Cercy, his mother, Bertha 
Inez Cercy, and his brother, Edward Cercy.

He is survived by his wife, Sharon Cercy 
of Orange Park, Fl, his two daughters Tara 
Ritchie, (husband Paul, sons Jordan & 
Jayden) Becky Warner (children Chris, Ivie, 
& Brianna Conaway, and Antonio Alber-
tie), and his 4 sons Tim Warner, (daughter 
Ashley Warner, wife Cindy, children Erika 
and Jenna Slommer, and Landon Warner), 
Tony Warner (children Jacob & Samantha 
Warner, Fiance’ & children, Alison Ma-
nia, Michael & Cassidy), Billy Warner, and 
Paul Warner (daughter Callie Warner, wife, 
Deanna, children Paisley, Mackenzie, and 
Lainey Warner), and his beloved dog, Duke.

He is also survived by his Sisters, Car-
olyn Coleman and Kathy Cercy, and his 
brother Michael Cercy (daughter, Shelby).

Please sign the family’s online guestbook 
at www.broadusraines.com

Arrangements are under the care of 
Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring 
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. (904) 
284-4000

joining the U.S. Marine Corps, his 1st job 
was mail boy at the British purchasing 
commission in Washington DC.  His 1st car 
was a Model T he bought for $25.00.  He 
was trained in the Marines as a propelled 
weapons crewman at Parris Island and New 
River.  

After training, on his cross country move 
to Camp Pendleton, and passing through his 
hometown, he opened the window to see if 
he recognized any friends. This could have 
gotten him court martialed were it not for 
his higher ranking brother-in-law interven-
ing. 

Bob’s unit, Weapons Company, 22nd 
Marines, 6th Marine Division, were sent to 
Saipan and then to the invasion of Okinawa 
through June 1945.  Following the battle, 
he traveled on to Guam for Mainland Japan 
combat in Operation Downfall.  Next he was 
sent to Tsingtao China for extended duty.  
He traveled on the USS’s Randall, President 
Jackson, Oskalusa, C.F. Hughes, Fainland, 
and LST 913.  His military awards include 
the Presidential Unit Citation, China Occu-
pation, Asiatic-Pacific, Navy Unit Citation, 
and the World War II Victory Medals.

After his service time he attended Santa 
Ana College and the University of Southern 
California on the G.I. Bill.  

While attending Santa Ana, he met and 
married Jacqueline L. Hatfield of Anaheim, 
Ca.  After graduation he began his 31 year 
career as an engineer with Douglas Air-
craft.  He and his growing family moved fre-
quently as his job demanded his experience 
in a variety of locations.  During his first 
15 years he was stationed aboard the USS’s 
Roosevelt, Intrepid, Ranger and Midway for 
full length deployments.  Additionally he 
was in Bien Hoa Vietnam, Iwakuni Japan 
and various US mainland bases.

He married Kiyoko Hayashi in 1962 and 
moved to Orange Park, Florida.  Bob was 
a Little League coach of his son’s teams.  
His free time also included sailing on the 
St. John’s River on his sailboat, the Char-
lotte Lee.  Prior to his retirement, he was 
also stationed at Dobbins AFB, NAS New 
Orleans, NAS Norfolk, NAS Key West and 
Andrews AFB. 

 In retirement Bob and Kiyo enthusiasti-
cally enjoyed snow skiing, fishing, traveling, 
The Jacksonville Barbershop Chorus and 
a volunteer at the Jacksonville Zoo.  But 
he especially loved the Orange Park Com-
munity Theater.  He was an actor, set de-
signer and construction, twice President 

of the Theater, but he truly loved directing.  
Shows that he directed or co-directed in-
clude Barefoot in the Park, California Suite, 
My Fair Lady, the King and I, The Sound of 
Music, State Fair, Oliver, Mary Poppins, 
West Side Story, Anything Goes and Singing 
in the Rain.

He was preceded in death by his wives 
Jackie and Kiyo, son Chris, sister and broth-
er in law Patricia and Jack Shedaker.  He is 
survived by his daughter Candace Houston, 
sons Matthew Houston and Mark Houston, 
grandson Thomas Houston, stepson Hiro-
shi, nieces Carol and Charlotte, nephew 
John and numerous other extended family.  
Bob would be thrilled for you to contribute 
to the Orange Park Community Theater in 
lieu of flowers.  

Services were held 2PM Monday, No-
vember 23, in the chapel at the Jacksonville 
Memory Gardens Funeral Home, 111Bland-
ing Blvd, Orange Park, FL.

Clay Today 
Obituary Policy
Obituaries 150 words or less ....... $50
Obituaries less than 300 words .. $75
Add photo ............................................... $30
Funeral home logo ............................ $10

Deadline 5 p.m. Tuesday for 

Thursday publication

MORE OBITUARIES, 9
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REV. KARL N. FLAGG, L.F.D.I .C.
KARLA N. FLAGG-WRIGHT, L.F.D.

2400 MADISON STREET
PALATKA, FL 32177

386.312.0444
www.f laggserenitychapel.com

“ Serving Loving Families & 

Preserving Living Memories”

Obituaries from page 8

Diane Duke Waters 
Diane Duke Waters, age 67, was born in 

Uvalde, Texas on June 10, 1953 and died 
peacefully in Green Cove Springs on No-
vember 17, 2020 at her Mother’s home sur-
rounded by her family.  Memorial services 
were conducted by Broadus-Raines Fu-
neral Home located in Green Cove Springs, 
FL on Saturday, November 21st, 2020 at 
10:00am.  

Diane was survived by her spouse, Char-
lie Dean Waters, Jr.,  her Mother, Ellen M. 
Dixon. Her daughters, Misty Bauer (Greg) 
and Amy Akers (Tommy).  Her brothers, 
Alfred Dixon (Janet), Curtis Dixon (Sandy) 
and Cecil Dixon, Jr. (Linda).  Her sisters, 
Debra Krage (Bill) and Mary Prond.  Her 
Grandchildren, Elizabeth Carlisle, Brett Di-
Vona, Allie DiVona, Chandler Bauer, Madi-
son Glisson (Jarrett), Skyler Totka, Leyton 
Akers, Tripp Bauer and one Great Grand-
child, Miles.  As well as many nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her Fa-
ther, Cecil Dixon, Sr., Robert “Bobby” Dixon 
and Harold Dixon. 

Diane attended Clay High School from 
1969-1971 located in Green Cove Springs 
and in 1972 received her GED.  She worked 
as an Insurance Agent with USF&G and 

Oscar “Gonzo” Gonzalez Jr.
Oscar Gonzalez Jr. passed away peace-

fully in the comfort of his home on the eve-
ning of November 11, 2020, surrounded by 
his loving family and caregivers.  

Born in Manhattan, New York on June 
22, 1956, to Lucy and Oscar Gonzalez Sr., 
Oscar grew up on Long Island, New York 
and graduated from Longwood High School 
where he met his high school sweetheart: 
Debra Ann Kayton.  They married on Feb-
ruary 23, 1974, enjoying over 46 wonder-
ful years of marriage together.

Oscar was a Retired Navy Veteran, 
proudly serving his country for twenty 
years.  His shipmates called him “Gonzo”, 
as they journeyed together on several 
ships, bases, and overseas tours. Upon his 
retirement from the United States Navy, 
Oscar began a new journey at Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Florida, working there for 
over twenty-six years.

Oscar had an amazing talent and deep 
passion for woodworking.  He could make 
anything you could imagine, and more!  He 
loved to smile, laugh, and spread kindness, 
oftentimes going out of his way to help a 
friend or even ‘anyone’ in need.  

He enjoyed swimming, RC cars & 
planes, exploring, and taking ‘spur of the 
moment’ trips with Debra, giving them 
countless enjoyable memories to share 
over their years together.

Oscar is survived by his loving wife 
Debra and their four children (and spous-
es): Oscar Gonzalez III (Olivia), Philip 
Ramon Gonzalez (Tracy), Christina Marie 
“Gonzi” Gonzalez, and Nicole Sandra Mel-
drum (Jason), and fourteen grandchildren: 
Talton, Cyrus, Joelle, Cierra, Ryan, Megual 
“Deuce”, Halina, William, and Ava Gonza-
lez, Bryce, Chaz, Xander, Zane and Logan 
Meldrum.  Oscar is also survived by his 
parents: Lucy and Oscar Gonzalez Sr. and 
siblings: Joe, David, Eddie Gonzalez and 
Barbara Radigan.

 Oscar has joined his sister in Heaven: 
Gladys Rossi.

A Memorial Service with Rev. Russell 
Franklin and Navy Honors will be held Sat-
urday, November 28, 2020, 3PM, at the 
Broadus-Raines Chapel, 501 Spring St., 
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043, where the 
family will receive friends an hour PRIOR 
to the service. In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made to St. Jude’s 
Children’s Hospital or to a charity of your 
choice. 

Please sign the family’s online guest-
book at www.broadusraines.com

Arrangements are under the care of 
Broadus-Raines Funeral Home, 501 Spring 
St., Green Cove Springs, FL 32043. (904) 
284-4000

James William Tabor

James William Tabor, 89, of Fleming 
Island, FL passed away Saturday, 
November 21, 2020.  

Mr. Tabor was born in Crossville, 
Tennessee to the late William and 
Constance Pugh Tabor and was one of 
thirteen children.  

James and his wife, Lois, owned and 
operated the James W. Tabor and Son 
Electrical Company in Virginia prior to 
moving to Clay County 28 years ago.  While 
living in Chesapeake, Virginia, James was 
a member of the Hickory Ruritan Club and 
served as the Commodore of the Great 
Bridge Cruise Club.  He was also active 
in the Masonic Lodge.  James enjoyed 
boating and traveling as hobbies.  Mr. 
Tabor was civic minded and contributed to 
the growth of the small, rural community of 
Chesapeake.  Family was most important 
to James or “Papa” to his grandchildren 
and greatgrandchildren.  He was a devoted 
husband and father.

Mr. Tabor is survived by one son, 
Richard Glen Tabor (Kennette); two 
daughters, Ginger Hampton (Tim) and 
Patricia Statzer; four grandchildren, 
Wesley Hewitt, Laura Hall (Jacyn), Jaime 
Spencer (James), and Andrew Hampton 
(Vanessa); eight great-grandchildren, Jerry 
(Jay), Madison, Bradley, Wayne, Melanie, 
Kaylyn, Tabor, and Ryan.  He is preceded in 
death by his loving and devoted wife of 70 
years, Lois Henry Tabor.

Funeral services were held Tuesday, 
November 24, 2020 at 10:30am in the 
chapel of Russell Haven of Rest with 
Joseph Levette officiating.  Visitation with 
the family began at 10am.  Burial followed 
in Russell Haven of Rest Cemetery.

Arrangements are under the care of 
Russell Haven of Rest Cemetery, Funeral 
Home and Cremation Center, 2335 
Sandridge Road, Green Cove Springs, FL  
32043.  Family and friends may share 
their condolences at: www.RHRFH.com 
904-284-7720

State Farm.  After retiring, she became a 
Full-Time Homemaker.  Diane was a won-
derful, Wife, Daughter, Mother, Grandmoth-
er and Aunt.  

She treasured her family and always 
embraced them with her wild spirit and 
fierce personality.  She loved the beach 
and always had a keen eye for finding the 
best sharks teeth.  Diane had a transpar-
ent personality and held nothing back.  She 
was the smartest street smart person there 
ever was!  She came from the school of hard 
knocks and It was always black and white 
with her.  She either liked you or not, but 
you always knew where you stood with her.  
All whom loved her dearly, will never forget 
her quirky sayings, her wit, charm and her 
underlying compassion and love she had for 
anyone that crossed her path. She will be 
missed by many and never forgotten. 

Please sign the family’s online guestbook 
at www.broadusraines.com.  Arrangements 
are under the care of Broadus-Raines Fu-
neral Home, 501 Spring St., Green Cove 
Springs, FL 32043. (904) 284-4000

 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CAROLYN WARREN

Garden Club of Orange Park honors veterans at Clarke House

ORANGE PARK – This month the Whippoorwill Circle of the Garden Club of Orange 
Park spent some time replanting the garden in front of the Clarke House at Clarke 
Park, then added flags to honor veterans. The club decorated the flower bed with 
flags ahead of Veterans Day. They recently re-landscaped the flower garden was 
part of their Civic Beautification Project.
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INSURANCE RATES 
TOO HIGH?

WE 
CAN 

HELP!

• Been in business over 60 years
• Two locations in Clay County
• We can write ALL lines of insurance

 

Middleburg: 2361 Blanding Blvd.  • 904-282-7665
Keystone Heights: 333 S. Lawrence Blvd. • 352-473-7209 

www.GeorgeRobertsIns.com
csr@georgerobertsins.com

C. Scott Roberts
Owner/Agent

We represent more than 30 A-Rated insurance companies 
providing you the best insurance at the best price.

Auto • Business • Home • Life/Health

MANTIS
SERVICES, INC.

WE ARE GROWING
AND HIRING!

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2019
BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY

claytodayonline.com

2020

(904) 264-0480 • mantislawn@comcast.net

~Technicians Needed~
Experience requested but not required.

Clean driving record is A MUST!
Email resumes to:

mantislawn@comcast.net

Nonprofit Veterinary Clinic 
Warns of Holiday Dangers
 

 ORANGE PARK – Clay Humane, a nonprofit 
veterinary clinic, urges pet owners to keep 
animals safe during the holidays.

Thanksgiving and Christmas may look 
a little different this year, but that won’t 
keep the turkey and pumpkin pie away 
from our dinner tables.

“Thanksgiving is a great opportunity to 
enjoy friends or family, and we often want 
to include our beloved pets in holiday ac-
tivities,” said Dr. Christian Broadhurst, 
senior staff veterinarian at Clay Humane. 
“While there are ways to include animals 
in Thanksgiving celebrations, it is vital that 
we keep them away from holiday hazards.”

Broadhurst gives five tips to keep pets 
safe during the Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas holidays:

Don’t let pets eat turkey bones:  Your 

pet can have a little bit of turkey meat but 
do not give your pet the entire bone. Turkey 
bones may splinter, getting stuck in your 
pet›s throat, windpipes or stomach.

Don’t give pets a lot of new foods at 
once: Foods that are new or different for 
your pet can cause stomach distress. Steer 
clear of offering your animals table foods, 
no matter how cute their puppy dog eyes 
are, and instead offer them treats that are 

Clay Humane offers five tips to keep pets safe during holidays
designed for them.

Do not give pets poisonous foods: Some 
foods, including chocolate, onions, raisins, 
grapes and alcohol, are hazardous for ani-
mals. Do not give these foods to your pets 
as they can poison animals.

Offer your pet a quiet place to re-
treat:  With visitors coming in and out of 
the house on Thanksgiving and Christmas 
(even if the numbers are limited this year), 
pets may become overwhelmed with the 
constantly changing atmosphere. Offer 
pets a safe place to relax and decompress, 
such as a crate or a closed room with beds 
or towels to sleep and ample food and wa-
ter.

Know when and how to seek veterinary 
help:  Should your pet get sick during the 
holidays, ensure that you know the names 
and addresses of nearby emergency vet-
erinarians. Compose a list of emergency 
veterinarians that will be open on Thanks-

giving and keep it handy in emergency situ-
ations.

Holidays are a great time to celebrate 
with your furry family members. With a 
few precautions, Thanksgiving is safe and 
fun for everyone.

Clay Humane is a nonprofit animal 
welfare organization offering spay/neuter 
surgeries and other veterinary care at 
substantially reduced rates. Located at 
2230 Filmore St., the clinic also provides 
humane education, pet behavioral counsel-
ing, pet therapy, wildlife protection and di-
saster preparation and response.

Established in 1978, Clay Humane re-
lies on grants, donations, and fundraisers 
to operate and is committed to providing 
care to animals throughout Florida’s First 
Coast. For more information about Clay Hu-
mane, please visit www.clayhumane.org. 
 

Clark vows to bring ‘professionalism’ to school board
By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY – Beth Clark plans to bring 
professionalism to the school board with a 
renewed transparency for the citizens she 
serves.

Clark has lived in Clay County since 
1983 and has watched the school board 
and the district morph into something she 
believes needs improvement. She believes 
her 30 years in accounting, 15 years in 
real estate and devotion to children will 
help her be the force of change she’s want-
ed to see on the board for years.

“Basically, I was just a concerned citi-
zen like anybody else out there,” Clark 
said. “We need to get back to professional-
ism. We need to be transparent with citi-
zens. I had been praying about this for two 
years and on April 17, I decided to file to 
run and I worked very hard to get through 
this election.”

Clark uses the word “professionalism” 

when she talks about her newly-elected 
status as the representative for District 
2. It’s because she feels it’s a quality that 
every school board needs and something 
Clay County’s has been lacking. She said 
people often bring up this or that instance 
of this lack of professionalism – members 
have publicly aired their grievances with 
each other in a not-so-charismatic way be-
fore – but Clark said it’s not just any single 
instance. It’s the last 10 to 12 years, she 
said.

Her goal is not to join this school board 
and ruffle everyone’s feathers, but to in-
stead focus on everyone involved working 
together to get the job done. She wants to 
see the board work together to be more fis-
cally responsible, a key pillar of her plat-
form.

“It’s not that I oppose the sales tax 
that’s passed,” Clark said. “When you talk 
to me, you’ll learn that I’m actually a pro-
ponent of it, especially over an income tax 
or a property tax. I opposed it in speaking 

because of the questions I and many other 
citizens wanted answered. What happened 
to the money in the past? Why did we out-

right purchase Discovery Oaks Elementary 
instead of a bond? Where did the money go 
that we should have set aside for mainte-
nance when we built schools? These are 
questions I believe every citizen has and I 
want answers.”

She said the board and district need to 
look at the rest of the current financial situ-
ation as well. Clark said the school district 
makes money based on students in seats 
at school and that with more students opt-
ing out of brick-and-mortar schools due to 
COVID-19, less money is coming in.

She also said COVID-19’s effects 
stretch beyond direct school contribution. 
Less people are driving around so gas tax 
revenue is less, she said, and with more 
people purchasing things online instead of 
in stores, sales tax will likely be lower.

“We can’t just spend on things we 
want,” Clark said. “We need to spend on 
what we absolutely need.”

SEE CLARK, 17

Beth Clark
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Scan Me

Clay Chamber 
1845 Town Center Blvd., Ste. 410
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.264.2651

Please direct all questions and concerns to 
Megan Simmons at Commit2clay@gmail.com

View all certified businesses on our website
www.Commit2Clay.org

CLAY COUNTY BUSINESSES THAT HAVE MADE THE COMMITMENT TO SAFETY:

Sign up to make your
Commitment to Safety

and receive a $250 grant. 

ATTENTION CLAY COUNTY  
SMALL BUSINESSES

• Comfort Nails & Spa
• ZavalaCoatings Services
• Iglesia por Jesucristo
• Mahogany’s Finest
• Rose Brows LLC
• Georgi’s Barbershop
• A Bright Beginning Childcare
• Boozers Bike Shop
• Great Clips / JAG Inc
• Mathnasium of Fleming Island
• Sandy Paws Aniamal Hospital
• Link Staffing
• Great Clips / JAG Inc
• First Baptist Church OP
• Differentiated Learning Center
• National Training Inc
• Sunny Day’s Massage
• Celebration Church
• Roderick’s Family Martial Arts
• KC Nails of Jax
• Kingsley Animal Hospital
• Hickory Grove First Southern Baptist 

Church
• Russell Baptist Church
• Lake Abury Learning Center
• Lake Asbury Baptist Church
• St. Johns Classical Academy
• Community Bible Church
• Lakeside Church of Christ
• Buddy’s Home Furnishing
• The Springs Church
• Boot Barn
• Roderick’s Family Martial Arts
• Nail Ave
• Select Health and Wellness 
• Baba Services LLC
• Double Cuts Barbershop LLC
• Walker Signs Inc. 
• Oakleaf Family Martial Arts LLC
• Douglas K. Scales P.A.
• VCA Fleming Island Animal Hospital
• NK Aethetics
• Dianne Minor @ Evelyns Hair Salon

• Salon Nouveau
• Hair Fusion
• Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church of 

Green Cove Springs FL
• Karate America Eagle Harbor
• Brightway Fleming Island
• Mattress Planet
• The UPS Store
• Hamilton & Hartin, PA
• TF Security & Dog Services
• The Teal hammer
• JT Signing Solutions
• M.A.D.E LLC
• Hoffman’s Car Stereo LLC
• D3 Gaming and Collectables
• Anderson Insurance Group Inc
• Rivers Edge Counseling
• Yes We Do Fix LLC
• The Grooming Pet Room
• A Pro Sign & Promo
• Winning Concepts 
• Highpoint Community Church
• Mercy Support Services, Inc
• Hickory Grove Early Learning Center
• Family Life Care, Inc
• Salon RX
• I Love Nails
• Penny’s Place
• Slackers Vape Company
• Kawaii Clay DBA Middleburg Liquors
• The Glow Space LLC
• Blondee and Bells Beauty Lounge
• Courtney Bells LLC
• Legion Mark LLC
• Na & Hong LLC DBA Park Avenue 

Tailor
• Mail Services
• Blondee Beauty Bar
• Florida Pain Physicians
• Causual Cut
• North Florida Family Psychiatry 
• Premium Boys Club
• New Balance Orange Park 

• Cycle Gear
• The Soud Law Firm
• Agape Chiropractic
• NIN Enterprises
• Budzbarn Inc
• Makeup By Adie
• JCH Enterprises, LLC
• Middleburg Martial Arts
• JPL Enterprises
• Waste not, Want Not
• Michael Killea Attorney at Law
• Weighless Weight Loss Inc
• Ameris Bank OP
• Sugar N Spice Child Care Center
• St. Giles Presbyterian
• Community Hospice of NE Florida
• Calvary Assembly of God
• Pampered Pooches Grooming
• Signature Home Designs
• Advanced Blueprint Services
• Lifeguard Systems Services
• Andromeda School of Clay County
• Twisted Scissors
• Premier Martial Arts Jax LLC
• Dance 4 Life
• ABACO Marine Construction
• My Neighborhood Barbershop
• Ameris Bank Fleming Island
• Island Eyecare, PA
• EBS Children’s Therapy
• Blue Leaf Salon
• Green Cove Springs Branch Library
• Springs Baptist Church - “Springs Chapel”
• Springs Academy
• Congressional Holiness Church
• Congressional Holiness Church School
• First Coast Psychiatric Services
• Oakleaf Baptist Church
• The Island Theatre
• J.S. Pictures Inc
• North Florida Oral and Facial Surgery
• Fantasy Tattoo and Piercing
• Fantasy Tanning

• Barbering by Tommy
• Gentle Touch Dentistry
• Coast Dental Orange Park 
• Kirk It Young MS DDS
• Douglas M Reed DDS
• Hwang Marino DMD
• Krop-Neigigh PA
• Burney Bivens PA
• Backpack University Preschool
• Essential Bodywaorks by Kristen
• Middleburg Public Library
• Aquazoo Extreme Pets
• Gordon Chevrolet
• Sir Speedy
• Sugar Hair Salon
• Kids Kampus 
• Kanvas Academy
• Aroras Clubhouse
• Woodland Security
• A Small Cleverness
• First Class Learning Center
• House of Mille De Fleur
• L&M’s Kiddie Korner LLC
• Allstate- The Gunn Agency
• Dahlias Glow Corner
• Klips and Giggles LLC
• Island Cheer and Tumbling
• Edward Jones
• Harbor Baptist Church
• Team Industrial Services, inc
• American Gypsy Tattoo Company LLC
• Family Wellness Center
• Green Cove Animal Hospital
• Bartram Trails Surverying, inc 
• Pawline’s Preschool
• Crunch Fitness
• Black Creek Family Dental
• First Coast Services LLC
• FL Tradesman LLC
• As Quick As I Can Plumbing & Drain Inc
• Middleburg Academy of Dance
• Miller’s ATV
• Dr. Mate & Dr. Huaman

• River Park Inn
• Holiday Inn & Suites Orange Park
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1525 Kingsley Ave |  Orange Park, FL 32073 |  (904) 955-9488 |  www.PalagioSeniorLiving.com ALF License # 13475

Call us at 904-955-9488 to book your personalized tour.

Email us for more details at HELLO@PalagioSeniorLiving.com

PalagioSeniorLiving.com

*  Must Pay Full Community Fee. Free Month Will Be Applied For January 2021. Offers End November 30th.

*One Month FREE Rent!
LIMITED TIME OFFER:

FallFall intointoSavingsSavingsatatFall intoSavingsat

Live the Good Life®

By Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK – Annabelle wears multiple 
hats at Annabelle’s Interiors. She is an ar-
dent supporter of President Donald Trump, 
a small business owner and a talented in-
terior decorator.

Her store, located at 38 College Dr., 
has been around for 45 years. It has many 
products and designs, with ideas and 
demonstrations for Halloween, Harvest, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Its Christmas 
Shoppe has been awarded, and people can 
even take designing and tree decorating 
classes.

“We change the store out twice a 
year,” said Annabelle. “We go from win-
ter to spring. So, we do a whole different 
presentation throughout the store. This is 
4,500-square-feet, so I do all the design 
work, all the decorating. I just have an idea 
in my head of what we want. We’re known 
for our trees and our toppers.” 

It’s easy to see Annabelle’s unique and 
intriguing design style in the many rooms 
with different themes.

Showy. Splashy. Sunny. Sentimental.

Annabelle’s Interiors offers creative imagination to unique styles

“Every room has a different theme. 
There are different themes throughout the 
store,” she said.

The themes often have to do with the 
colors, of which Annabelle has many varia-
tions in her Christmas themes.

There are also many different items, 

from lamps and fragrance oils to personal 
safety handbags, including purses with 
special pockets for concealed handgun 
carry. She also works with the NRA and is 
big on the Second Amendment. There are 
also many Trump memorabilia, such as 
MAGA hats, mugs, bobbleheads and more.

One of Annabelle’s distinct tree styles 
is that she never puts an angel on top of 
the tree. 

“I never put them at the very top of the 
tree,” she said. “I don’t want this to be a 
teepee. If I put an angel, she’s going to be 
here in the body of the tree, so I don’t have 
to look up; she’s right there at my eye level, 
and I can enjoy her.”

Even the bathroom at Annabelle’s is 
decorated. Not only does she sell, but one 
of her goals is to provide different ideas for 
customers on how to decorate their homes.

She is also a supporter of the military 
with tree decorations representing all the 
branches of the Armed Forces.

The store takes pride in the fact that its 
designs are atypical.

“Why come here and see what you can 
see anyplace else?” Annabelle asks while 
customers walked through the store.

The answer is simple: when you go to 
Annabelle’s, you won’t see what you’ll see 
anyplace else. The friendly staff, innova-
tive designs, and great variety of merchan-
dise make the shoppe live up to its billing. 

by Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK – Park Avenue Florist & Gift 
Shop is gearing up for the holiday season.

The longtime Orange Park staple, like 
many other florists and nurseries, has, 
unlike many small businesses, flourished 
during a year ravaged by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The holiday season is expected to be 
even more profitable for Park Avenue Flo-
rist this year. More people are sending 
plants and flowers since physical visiting 
is expected to be significantly reduced.

Business is ‘blooming’ at 
Park Avenue Florist & Gift Shop

Business remans steady at Park Avenue Florist & Gift Shop, and it’s expected to get even busier 
during the holidays.SEE FLORIST, 16

The Blanding Avenue location has been 
in business for 18 years.

“It has been blooming this year,” said 
manager Michelle McCleod, with a chuck-
le. “We have been very blessed. Every-
body’s social distancing now with flowers.” 

The Monday of Thanksgiving week is 
where McCleod expects things to pick up, 
even more, heading into the peak of the 
holidays.

The shop has several specials that will 
be available, such as FTD designs and 
Teleflora designs. They deliver all over the 
country as well as internationally. 
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3651 US Hwy 17 Fleming Island • Fleming Island, FL 32003
904-450-5718 or www.AllegroLiving.com

“ I’d spend more time 
  playing cards with friends.”

If you could eliminate the 
responsibilities of owning a 
home, how would you spend 
your time?

Treasure your time.

Call Today!  904-450-5718

Assisted Living Facility #10313

Congratulations to Allegro Fleming Island for receiving a deficiency-free 
state survey for the past 10 years. This means that the community has 
met or exceeded the state’s standard of care in all areas.

Independent Living I Assisted Living

Helping Clay County look fabulous on a budget

The Hall Closet consignment shop filled with high-end fashion
For Clay Today

ORANGE PARK – Sometimes it takes a dras-
tic turn of events to help people find their 
passion. That’s exactly what Joyce Knight 
Hall discovered when she opened The Hall 
Closet.

The dream of having a consignment 
shop/boutique had always been on the back 
burner, but it took an unexpected job loss 
when all management positions were dis-
solved to actually push her in that direc-
tion.

After filling in at Round Robin Consign-
ment and Club Challenge (Challenge Enter-
prises), she went to work at John Goetze 
Physical Therapy as the front office clerk 
and Marketing. Loving every minute of it 
until she saw a sign on the door of Round 
Robin, stating that they were closing.

Decisions had to be made quickly. 
Where would we take our nice clothes? 
What would happen to all the consignors 
after 40 years. So, when a door closes – a 
window opens and this seemed to be a win-
dow of opportunity.

After researching the facts about re-
sale clothing, it looked to be a very profit-
able venture for consignors and entrepre-
neurs. 

The search was on for a good location 
which could accommodate all the cloth-
ing and room for events. With a location in 

place on Wells Road, 
negotiations for the 
lease and equip-
ment purchased from 
Round Robin, this 
new venture was be-
ginning to take shape.

Now, where would 
we get the clothes 
and find consignors? 
No problem – the 
previous consignors 
were on board and ready and willing to 
start bringing in their clothes. We found 
that people everywhere love re-sale. Why 
pay retail, when you could get quality cloth-
ing at a great price and help others make 
money. It’s a win/win.

Joyce and her team rolled up their 
sleeves and put the store together and 
within 2 weeks had over 100 consignors 
and it has now grown to more than 850 
consignors. Known for their friendly service 
and warm environment, Joyce attributes 
the success of the store to her team. Kind, 
friendly team members encourage others to 
feel good and enjoy their experience while 
there.

The consignment shop boasts of high-
end fashions and accessories from Louis 
Vuitton, Dooney & Bourke, Michael Kors, 
Patricia Nash and many more. The shop 

also carries housewares 
from cookware to home 
furnishings. With a wide 
range of merchandise to 
suit everyone from college 
students to retirement age.

Always striving to be or-
ganized, the team has to be 
selective in what merchan-
dise is accepted.

Many of the items that 
come in are new, some 
with tags, or nearly new. 
Sometimes folks may have 
a misconception about Con-
signment, but quickly find 
out that the merchandise is of better qual-
ity and much more affordable prices. Many 
times, the 75% discounts are better than 
thrift store pricing.

Joyce and her team have decided to put 
family first and try to accommodate the 
customers with hours that are practical. 
The store opens the first Sunday of every 
month from noon – 4 p.m. And every Thurs-
day evening from 6-8 p.m. However, begin-
ning in January, the Thursday night hours 
will be from 5-7 p.m.

The Hall Closet is known for their unique 
events such as tea parties, paint parties and 
other activities that the customers can en-
joy. The customers always enjoy the treats 

and waters offered for special events.
As the business continues to grow and 

have five-star reviews, the team always re-
members all the special connections they 
have made with non-profits, customers and 
consignors who have helped us to shine in 
the community. We have always striven to 
give back to the community – donating to 
Teen Challenge, Hillcrest Clothes Closet, 
Operation Santa Cause and Clay County 
Food Pantry. It is their honor to serve!

For more information, please contact 
us at www.inthehallcloset.com or Facebook 
page: The Hall Closet OP or call (904) 375-
9730. The store is located at 1871 Wells 
Road.

Joyce Knight Hall
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    BLANDING BLVD,  ORANGE PARK ,  FL                        

JAY’S TOTAL CAR CARE INC. / KAR TEK
OIL CHANGE
WITH PURCHASE OF A TUNE UP
PFROM    . .. MOST   CYL CARSFREE
OIL, LUBE, FILTER
PLUS TAX/DISPOSAL
MOST   CYL CARS   UP TO   QUARTS
SYNTHETIC BLEND

 � . .*FREE A/C CHECK. 
BEAT THIS HEAT! High-speed Internet

at an affordable price. 
A reliable connection to the Internet is important in 
today’s world, and Windstream believes everyone 
should have access to it.  That’s why we offer Lifeline, 
a discounted Internet service plan to make basic 
service more affordable for qualified customers.

To see if you qualify for Lifeline, call:
Residential customers 1-800-347-1991

Or visit www.windstream.com/Lifeline

Lifeline is a government assistance program that is limited to one benefit per household and the service is non-transferrable.  Only eligible 
consumers may enroll in the program.  Consumers who willfully make false statements in order to obtain the benefit can be punished by fine 
or imprisonment or can be barred from the program.  Low-income individuals residing on tribal lands may be eligible for additional discounts 
on these charges and may receive service for as little as $0.00 per month. Windstream and the Windstream logo are registered service marks of 
Windstream Services, LLC © 2020 Windstream Services, LLC. Additional restrictions may apply.                                                       28821NA1

For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY – Members of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans Kirby-Smith Camp 
No. 1209 installed headstones on the un-
marked graves of five Confederate veter-
ans and one for unmarked grave of a vet-
eran of the Spanish-American War.

The names on these headstones are 
common among the founding and longtime 
families of Clay County.

The headstones were for Schley H. Wil-
liamson who served with the 48th  Geor-
gia Infantry Confederate States of Amer-
ica; Mathew Mosley who served with the 
11th Florida Infantry CSA; and, John Mos-
ley who served with the 1st Florida Infantry 
during the Spanish-American War.  These 

unmarked graves were located at Federal 
Hill Cemetery in the Oakleaf area.

At Peoria Cemetery in Doctors Inlet, 
headstones were installed for William J. 
Dickinson who served with the 1st Florida 
Cavalry CSA; William Henry Shepard of the 
7th Florida Infantry; and, Ivey Williamson 
of the 3rd Florida Infantry.

The headstones were supplied by the 
U.S. Veterans Administration.

Kirby-Smith Camp No. 1209 is a heri-
tage organization that focuses on preserv-
ing the history and legacy of those men 
who fought for the Confederate States of 
America.

For further information on the SCV, go 
to scv-kirby-smith.org.   

Sons of Confederate, VA honors provides 
headstones for unmarked graves

Headstone for six soldiers from the Civil War and Spanish-American War were provided by the 
Veteran’s Administration and installed by local Sons of Confederate Soldiers members.

 
 
 

by Bruce Hope
bruce@opcfla.com

ORANGE PARK – The Middleburg-based 
Psi Mu Nu Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity got together Saturday at Or-
ange Park Junior High School to give back, 
handing out Thanksgiving food baskets and 
turkeys to needy families. 

“We’ve done this now for the last – this 
will be the third year now that we’ve done 
it,” David Hamilton, a retired Navy veteran 
and member of the fraternity. “We typically 
will do food baskets for Thanksgiving and 
food baskets for Thanksgiving. We’re fortu-
nate to have a couple of friends that are 
associated with the school system, so we 
try to reach out to those families who are 
known to be a little less fortunate and in 
need of a little assistance. So we were able 
to make contact with Orange Park Junior 
High School and identify 12 families for 
Thanksgiving.” 

The fraternity came together and pre-
pared complete food baskets for each 
family. The baskets contained an entire 
Thanksgiving meal, including a turkey, all 
the sides, fixings, and deserts. Each basket 
contained enough food to feed a family of at 
least five people. 

“This kind of falls into part of our man-
dated programs of the fraternity and help-
ing to uplift the community that we live in, 

Local fraternity provides baskets
of food to needy for Thanksgiving

and to uplift our African-American family 
here in the Clay County and southwest Du-
val areas. So we look forward to it every 
year, and we look forward to not only this 
event but also other events that we do 
throughout the year,” said Hamilton. 

Orange Park Junior High School is 
identified as a Title-One school, which 
means that 70% or more of its students re-
ceive free or reduced lunch. The school has 
been identified to receive federal funding 
due to most of the students’ low economic 
bracket. 

Janice Tucker is the Assistant Principal 
of the School and was present for the food 
basket and turkey giveaway.

“It’s a privilege to have someone in-
terested in and have a concern for this 
community,” said Tucker. “This was an op-
portunity to take care of a lot of families 
that needed assistance. It’s a worthwhile 
commitment, and to know that there are 
still folks and organizations out there that 
have that empathy and care for others is 
very heartwarming. There’s sort of a fa-
çade that there is not as much need here 
in Clay County for socio-economically chal-
lenged families; this is an unprecedented 
time where that need is great.” 

The donations were set up in the main 
parking lot in front of the school. Those 

David Hamilton (L) and Dexter Mitchell (R), prepare to place more food baskets for donation.

SEE TURKEYS, 15
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Turkeys
from page 14

who received the food drove up, and it was 
then loaded into their vehicles by frater-
nity members who waited to assist. 

“I didn’t grow up with everything,” said 
Vincent Foster, a fraternity member who 
is now a Principal at the Bridge to Suc-
cess Academy in Duval County. “I’ve al-
ways lived by the motto, and I asked to be 
blessed so I could be a blessing to others. 
I just feel like it’s part of my duty to give 
back. One of the things we say in the fra-
ternity is ‘Lift as we climb.’” 

The fraternity brothers primarily fund-
ed this food donation from their own pock-

OPJHS Assistant Principal Janice Tucker (middle) with a basket recipient and Psi Mu Nu frater-
nity members.

ets. They will do another food donation for 
the Christmas Holiday, working in con-
junction with St. Mark Missionary Baptist 
Church in the Hilltop area of Middleburg. 

Psi Mu Nu also engages in other com-
munity activities such as voter registra-
tion, education, and mobilization, com-
munity health fairs, talent hunt programs, 
scholarships, mentorship programs and 
different community services such as the 
Adopt-a-highway program. 

Organization partners with 
Winn-Dixie for the Harvest 

Helpings Initiative
For Clay Today

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Feeding Northeast 
Florida continued its Harvest Helpings 
initiative in Clay County. In partnership 
with Winn-Dixie and the Winn-Dixie Gives 
Foundation, FNEFL recently provided 200 
turkeys for those in need at the Mission 
on the Dirt Road distribution in Keystone 
Heights.

Food insecurity affects approximately 
one in four adults in Northeast Florida. With 

Feeding NE Florida distributes 200 turkeys to Clay County residents
the additional challenges of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the need for food resources has 
nearly doubled in 2020. Through the Har-
vest Helpings initiative, FNEFL distributed 
not only fresh produce and dry goods, but 
turkeys and all the fixings for the upcoming 
holiday. Area partner Mission on the Dirt 
Road was involved in the distribution pro-
cess, choosing recipients to surprise and 
delight this holiday season.

“Food insecurity is a year-round prob-
lem, but the holidays are a terrible time 
to be without,” said Sarah Hall, Director 
of Partnership & Programs with Feeding 
Northeast Florida. “We are thankful for 
Winn-Dixie’s partnership to make these do-
nations possible and help bring some holi-

Feeding Northeast Florida’s Harvest Helpings and Winn-Dixie worked together to provide 200 
meals to local families.

day cheer to our neighbors in Clay County.”
“Winn-Dixie cares passionately about 

the communities we serve, and we know 
that this year has been a difficult time for 
many families,” said Elizabeth Thompson, 
Executive Vice President and Chief People 
Officer of Southeastern Grocers. “We are 
grateful for our longstanding partnership 
with Feeding Northeast Florida to support 
our communities both inside and outside 
of our stores by providing cherished holi-
day meals for North Florida neighbors in 
need.”

In an effort to minimize COVID-19 ex-
posure, the distribution was set up as a 
drive-through, with recipients asked to 
stay in their cars while volunteers loaded 
food. All volunteers followed proper pro-
tocols from the CDC, including wearing 
masks and keeping social distance.

For more information about Feeding 
Northeast Florida or to make a donation, 
visit feedingnefl.org. Every dollar donated 
helps support Feeding Northeast Florida’s 
continued work in the county and provides 
six meals to those in need.
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Florist
from page 12

country as well as internationally. 
“We deliaver worldwide – we FTD and 

Teleflora. We have wire services. So if it’s 
going to California, you place your order 
today, we can have it out there tomorrow,” 
McCleod said.

“I’ve just started coming here,” said Or-
ange Park’s Marlene Revella. “My parents 
and most of my family live up in Ohio, and 
obviously I won’t be going home for the holi-
days this year. So I decided to maybe send 
them a plant. But I came in and saw the 
different flower arrangements and plants, 
and I ended up being here for over an hour. 
The salespeople were so helpful and patient 
with me.

“I ended up deciding to send a plant and 

flowers. I think it’s something I’ll probably 
do again in the future. It’s not too expensive, 
and it’s a pretty timely gift to let someone 
know you’re thinking of them.”

McCleod says that the florist is doing 
mostly contactless deliveries and pickups 
on orders, as people are trying to maintain 
suggested health and safety protocols.

“Usually within 24 hours,” said McCleod 
when asked about the turnaround time of 
delivery and pickup orders. “That way, if 
they pick out something special, we can or-
der it in. We have a wide variety on hand, so 
we can usually fill it [the order].” McCleod 
hasn’t seen any particular demographic do-
ing most of the buying.

According to her, it’s across the board. 
Although, she says she’s seen more men 
than usual – doghouse buys, she calls them 
– assuming that quarantine has caused
them to irritate the women in their lives.

“We’re doing more centerpieces right 
now, especially for Thanksgiving,” said Mc-
Cleod. “Scented with candles, something 
festive for their holiday table. Christmas is 

usually about the same thing. We have or-
naments in the specialty type containers as 
well.”

Manager Michelle McCleod said most orders can be completed in 24 hours.
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Clark said her 30 years in accounting 
have prepared her for the financial im-
provements and transparency she believes 
the district needs and her 15 years in real 
estate make her great for negotiating with 
others.

“One of the challenges we face in Clay 
County is the growth,” Clark said. “We need 
to make sure the district grows in the right 
direction and we need to make sure we’re 
collecting impact fees as builders come in 
and build new subdivisions and more.”

Clark said she hopes to partner with lo-
cal businesses to get them to adopt new 
schools. She said not only does this help 
financially, but it also can create new path-

ways to careers for graduating students. If 
a welding company adopts a high school, 
that high school can create an educational 
pathway to graduate with welding certifi-
cation through the welding company that 
adopted the school, for example.

“I look at the number and there are a 
lot that voted for me,” Clark said. “There 
are over 40,000 that didn’t and right now, 
they’re probably not happy. I want them 
and everyone to research me and get to 
know me. I want them to know children are 
my number one priority and that we need 
to be transparent with our citizens and 
professional with our fellow board mem-
bers. We have to get along.

“I’m not a politician and I’m not here 
to be a politician. I’m a public servant for 
those that voted for me and for those that 
didn’t.”

Clark
from page 10

Daughters of American Revolution scholarship available
FLEMING ISLAND – Graduating seniors 

are eligible and encouraged to apply for a 
$1,000 Sophia Fleming Scholarship, spon-
sored by Sophia Fleming Chapter, National 
Society Daughters of American Revolution.

Applicants must be graduating from ei-
ther the Clay County Public School System, 
St. Johns Country Day School or are home 
schooled in Clay County. Students are eli-
gible if they are going to attend any post-
secondary program of study, including col-
leges, universities or vocational/technical 
schools. No GPA information is required.

Applicants are requested to write an 
essay, provide a list of their recognitions 
and awards, and include two letters of rec-
ommendation. Scholarship applications 
are due back to Lynda Lewis, Sophia Flem-
ing Scholarship Chairman, on or before the 

deadline of Feb. 19.
The scholarship documents, that pro-

vide all the information a student needs in 
order to apply, will be provided to all public 
high school guidance departments in Clay 
County and St. Johns Country Day School 
as of December. They are also available by 
clicking on Sophia Fleming Scholarship at 
www.sophiaflemingchapter.org.

The winner will be notified the week of 
March 27. Please don’t mail applications 
via certified or registered mail. Each ap-
plicant will be notified once his or her ap-
plication has been received. 

Mail the application documents to: 
Lynda Lewis, Chairman, Sophia Fleming 
Scholarship Committee, Sophia Fleming 
Chapter, NSDAR, 316 Scenic Point Lane, 
Fleming Island, 32003.
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CCSO wraps-up yearlong murder case with seventh arrest

Alexsandria McNabb

Sgt. Michael Calhoun

Augustino Morales Caleb Roe Doug Roe

Jesse Roe Calvin Roe

Keystone Heights man 
beaten following random act 

of kindness

By Don Coble
don@opcfla.com

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A random act 
of kindness cost a man his life, the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office said.

The agency reported the seventh, and 
final, arrest in the brutal 2019 attack of a 
Keystone Heights man who bought a boy a 
pair of shoes for his football banquet when 
Douglas Roe Jr. was apprehended by U.S. 
Marshals in Gloversville, Texas, on Nov. 
12.

“This closes our case,” said Sheriff Mi-
chelle Cook. “We hope this brings closure 
to the family. We’re very glad to be able to 
bring some justice to the family.”

Arrest reports, warrants and investi-
gators detail a gruesome tale of jealousy 
and depraved behavior that started when 
Stephen Dalton Perry Jr. was with his co-
worker, Stephen Sherouse on Bills Way 
on Nov. 21, 2019. Sherouse’s neighbor, 
Alexsandria McNabb, asked if he had any 
clothes or shoes for her son to wear at a 
football banquet.

Perry bought the boy a pair of shoes, the 
arrest warrants said, which sent McNabb’s 
boyfriend, Kalvin Roe, into a jealous rage.

Perry received several text messages 
and Facebook Messenger from Kalvin Roe 
threatening him. Then on Nov. 21, Doug 
Roe Jr. stood in the middle of Bills Way as 
Perry and Sherouse drove to Sherouse’s 

Police Briefs

Daveion Austin Jamaul Kennedy

Kieshawn Smith

Noe Cruz

home. When they stopped, Kalvin Roe ap-
peared with a gun and ordered Perry out 
of the truck.

Perry reportedly said, “It ain’t got to be 
like that,” but moments later, detectives 
said five men – Kalvin Roe, Doug Roe Jr., 
Caleb Roe, Travis Roe and Augustino Mo-
rales – beat Perry lifeless with bats, pool 
cues and a large wooden handle.

Detectives said Jesse Roe put Perry 
in the back of his truck and drove him 
into Putnam County where the body was 
dumped.

Perry died two days later at the Orange 
Park Medical Center.

With no other connection between the 
Roes and Perry than the pair of shoes, Sgt. 
Michael Calhoun, the lead detective for 

CCSO, said Perry simply “was in the wrong 
place at the wrong time.”

Deputies conducted a search warrant 
at the parents of the Roe brothers on July 
30, and they recovered a “wooden handle” 
buried in the backyard.

The five men implicated in the beat-
ing death have been charged with murder. 
Jesse Roe and McNabb were charged with 
accessory after the fact of a capital felony.

“His best friend [Sherouse] watched 
this,” Calhoun said.

Kalvin Roe was tracked down and ar-
rested in Statenville, Georgia, near Valdos-
ta, on Nov. 26, 2019. Jesse Roe was caught 
in Cleveland, New York.

McNabb was arrested because she 
said she wasn’t in contact with Kalvin Roe, 
especially after an arrest warrant was is-
sued. Phone record contradicted her state-
ments. Detectives said McNabb helped 
Kalvin Roe flee to Georgia.

“Our detectives worked relentlessly to 
bring this investigation to a close,” Cook 
said. “We’re grateful for the partnership 
we have with the State Attorney’s Office 
and for the assistance of other law en-
forcement agencies. Our SWAT team was 
also utilized several times in this investi-
gation. Our thoughts and prayers go to Mr. 
Perry’s family, and we are glad to be able 
to bring this very violent crime family to 
justice. We will never stop working to hold 
people who break the law in our county ac-
countable.”

Calhoun said the Roe family could pres-
ent a security risk so they’re being jailed at 
several facilities to keep them apart.

McNabb was scheduled to appear for a 
pretrial hearing on Nov. 23, but it was con-
tinued to Jan. 4.

Kalvin Roe, who was charged with first 
degree murder, is expected in court for a 
pretrial hearing on Dec. 7.

Pair arrested in connection with 
shooting of Orange Park teen

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Two men 
were arrested and charged with armed 
robbery of an 18-year-old Orange Park 
High graduate.

Kieshawn Ray 
Capri Smith, 23, and 
Daveion Breshod 
Austin, 20, were ar-
rested by the Green 
Cove Springs Police 
Department on Nov. 
21 – four days after 
Skyler Townsend was 
gunned down in the 
1100 block of Center 
Street.

Two other men 
were wounded.

Murder warrants 
for Smith and Austin 
were issued on Sat-
urday and the men 
were arrested that 
day. As of Monday, 
both were formally 

charged with armed robbery.
Green Cove Springs police said it’s re-

covered a vehicle of interest and it was be-
ing processed for evidence.

The police department said the case is 
still active and it wouldn’t make any com-
ments.

Austin and Smith are in the Clay County 
Jail on a $500,000 bond. There next court 
appearance is scheduled for Jan. 4.

Oakleaf man jailed for 
impersonating a U.S. Marshal

OAKLEAF – A man pretending to be 
a U.S. Marshal was arrested in Clayton 
County, Georgia and charged with imper-
sonating a law en-
forcement officer and 
openly carrying a 
firearm.

Jamaul Kennedy, 
31, of Oakleaf, was 
transported back to 
the Clay County Jail 
on Aug. 18 after Clay 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice deputies said he 

was wearing a black tactical jacket with 
the word “POLICE” printed on the front, 
as well as a duty belt and a Beretta 9 mm 
handgun, two sets of handcuffs and plastic 
tie-wrap restraints when they asked him 
about his claims to being a part of the Fu-
gitive Task Force Recovery team.

CCSO said there have been several 
complaints about Kennedy claiming to be a 
Marshal from citizens. Deputies also said 
he refused to show them his law enforce-
ment credentials.

An investigator contacted the U.S. Mar-
shals, and they said Kennedy has never 
been part of the agency.

Kennedy is being held without bond. His 
next hearing is Jan. 4.

‘Red Bandana Bandit’ arrested 
in Keystone Heights

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – A 22-year-old 
man suspected of at least five armed rob-
beries in Putnam, Alachua and Bradford 
counties was arrested on Nov. 17 after 
deputies found a loaded semi-automatic 
bb gun and clothes that appeared to have 
been worn in all five robberies during a 

SEE BRIEFS, 19

search warrant.
Noe Cruz Jr., of 

Keystone Heights, 
was in the Bradford 
County Jail on a 
$200,000 bond.

According to the 
Bradford County 
Sheriff’s Office, Cruz, 
who always wore a 
red bandana as a 
mask, admitted to 
robbing three stores in Putnam County and 
one each in Alachua and Bradford.

He was arrested at his home on Jas-
mine Avenue.

Man charged with choking 
woman, leading police 
on high-speed chase

ORANGE PARK – A man took sheriff 
deputies on a high-speed chase after he 
ran into a car and utility box after a woman 
said he choked her during an argument.
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Kevin Lamar Rehberg, 39, of Orange 
Park, was charged with felony domes-
tic battery by strangulation, three counts 
of leaving the scene of an accident with 
property damage, attempting to flee law 
enforcement with disregard to safety of 
others and resisting 
arrest.

According to the 
arrest report, Clay 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice deputies were 
called to an apart-
ment complex on 
Knight Boxx Road. 
When they arrived 
Rehberg took off in 
his pickup truck, 
bouncing off a Toyota, driving 70 mph in 
a 15-mph zone on Oak Lane and crash-
ing into a utility box. Rehberg eventually 
crashed into a tree and fence on Washing-
ton Avenue.

Rehberg tried to escape on foot, CCSO 
said. K-9 Chuck tracked him down to a 
home on Washington Avenue.

Rehberg is being held on a $75,009 
bond.

Man charged with fighting with 
EMTs, CCSO deputies

ORANGE PARK – An argument esca-
lated into several charges for an Orange 
Park man, including fighting with EMTs 
inside an ambulance and resisting arrest 
with violence.

Adam David Preseau, 34, also was 
charged on Nov. 16 with simple battery, 
preventing someone from calling 911 and 
vandalism.

According to the Clay County Sheriff’s 
Office arrest report, deputies were called 
to break up an argument between Preseau 
and his girlfriend. The victim said she be-
came concerned and tried to call 911, but 
Preseau pulled the telephone off the wall. 
The victim said she locked herself in the 
bathroom and called police. Preseau then 
kicked in the door and smacked the phone 
from her hand, CCSO said.

Deputies met Preseau at a business 
parking lot on Blanding Boulevard to inves-
tigate. He immediately refused to be hand-
cuffed and scuffled with officers. EMTs 
were called when Preseau complained of 
a sore wrist.

During transport to Orange Park Medi-
cal Center, deputies were alerted he was 
fighting inside the ambulance. He eventu-
ally was restrained, but not before break-
ing several Plexiglas storage units with his 
head.

Local radiology practice to pay 
$1.4 million for health fraud

JACKSONVILLE – U.S. Attorney Maria 
Chapa Lopez announces today that Mori, 
Bean and Brooks, P.A., a radiology practice 
in the Jacksonville area has agreed to pay 
the United States $1.4 million to resolve 
allegations that it knowingly submitted 

Kevin Rehberg

false claims to Medicare and Medicaid for 
radiological images that were ineligible for 
reimbursement.

The practice operates at 16 facilities, 
including the Orange Park Medical Center 
and Fleming Island Imaging Center.

“[Friday’s] announcement demon-
strates the Justice Department’s com-
mitment to protect public funds and our 
healthcare beneficiaries,” said United 
States Attorney Chapa Lopez.  “We will 
aggressively pursue healthcare provid-
ers who violate Medicare regulations and 
hold accountable providers who knowingly 
submit fraudulent claims to Medicare and 
Medicaid.”

The settlement resolves allegations 
that from April 27, 2012, through Feb. 5, 
2019, MBB billed healthcare programs for 
radiological images that were interpreted 
outside the United States.  Medicare re-
quires that for tele-radiology services to 
be eligible for reimbursement, they must 
be performed within the United States. The 
agreement also resolves allegations that 
the practice group billed for radiology ser-
vices that were initially performed over-
seas but were re-interpreted by another 
radiologist in the U.S. and billed to the 
second, domestic radiologist as if the lat-
ter doctor had performed the original read.

“Knowingly submitting false claims for 
financial gain is unacceptable,” said Spe-
cial Agent in Charge Omar Perez Aybar of 
the U.S. Health and Human Services, Of-
fice of Inspector General.  “Medicare only 
pays for services provided in accordance 
with Medicare rules. The settlement should 
serve as a warning that anyone attempt-
ing to defraud taxpayer-funded health care 
programs will be vigorously pursued.”

While MBB continued to bill Medicare 
and Medicaid for reads performed outside 
the country until after the United States in-
formed it of the ongoing investigation, after 
being informed of the investigation MBB 
successfully reduced the amount owed to 
the government through diligent and effec-
tive cooperation. 

This case was handled by Assistant U.S. 
Attorneys Shea Gibbons and Sean Keefe for 
the Middle District of Florida. It was inves-
tigated by the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services – Office of Inspector 
General.

The settlement concludes a lawsuit 
originally filed in the U.S. District Court for 
the Middle District of Florida by Thomas 
Heyck, a radiologist who formerly worked 
for Mori, Bean and Brooks. Heyck sued 
under the qui tam, or whistleblower, pro-
visions of the False Claims Act permitting 
a private citizen to sue on behalf of the 
United States for false claims and to share 
in the recovery. The case is captioned U.S. 
ex rel. Thomas Heyck v. Mori, Bean and 
Brooks, P.A, No. 3:18-cv-590-J-39PDB. 
The Act also allows the United States to 
intervene and prosecute the action. Heyck 
will receive 19% of the proceeds from the 
settlement.

 

Arrests & Bookings
(Name, age, location of arrest, charges). Key: 

FTA-Failure to Appear; DWLSR-Driving Without a 
License-Suspended or Revoked; DUI-Driving Under 
the Influence; VOP-Violation of Probation; BAL-blood 
alcohol level. There are no assumptions or represen-
tations about guilt or innocence. Anyone arrested or 
booked is presumed innocent.

Monday, Nov. 23
Terry L. Crawford, 25, Orange Park, five counts 

FTA
Cameron L. Willis, 23, Orange Park, out of 

county warrant
Terry L. Crawford, 23, Orange Park, three counts 

FTA
Jerry W. Gray, 37, Middleburg, out of county 

warrant
Clint N. Carmichael, 43, Oakleaf, four counts out 

of county warrant, two counts giving false name to 
pawn broker

Tyler R. Macy, 32, Green Cove Springs, VOP-
battery/touching/striking

Jesse J. McClendon, 41, Middleburg, grand 
theft

Nicole H. Boston, 29, Green Cove Springs, six 
counts VOP

Aimee J. Taylor, 34, Orange Park, retail petit 
theft

Amanda S. Lynn, 38, Orange Park, trespassing
John S. Barnes, 55, Keystone Heights, violation 

of pretrial release condition for domestic violence

Sunday, Nov. 22
Terrell Lighten, 26, Fleming Island, simple bat-

tery, false imprisonment, depriving use of 911
Kelly M. Minter, 37, Middleburg, DUI
Amanda S. Lynn, 38, Orange Park, trespassing
Rhonda L. Chafin, 40, Orange Park, retail petit 

theft
Douglas J. Hilton, 44, Green Cove Springs, bat-

tery on a law enforcement officer, possession-con-
trolled substance, possession/use-drug parapher-
nalia, attempting to flee/elude law enforcement

Steve L. Price, 56, Orange Park, FTA
Timothy C. Revels, 43, Middleburg, simple bat-

tery, resist/obstruct/oppose law enforcement
Joshua G. Hardee, 39, Orange Park, DUI, resist/

obstruct/oppose law enforcement
Timothy D. Feaster, 33, Middleburg, trespassing
Danielle M. Yarbrough, 40, Middleburg, simple 

domestic battery

Saturday, Nov. 21
Gary S. Cookie, 57, Fleming Island, DUI
Lillian M. Dean, 22, Keystone Heights, simple 

domestic battery
Christopher K. Pledger, 52, Green Cove Springs, 

custodial sexual battery on victim 12-18 years old
Jermaine C. Berry, 39, Green Cove Springs, VOP-

domestic battery, resist/obstruct/oppose police
Cheryl A. Vidal, 47, Orange Park, retail petit 

theft
Jayne K. Dupuy, 22, Orange Park, retail petit 

theft
Rodney A.R. Bradford, 28, Orange Park, retail 

petit theft
Brooke N. Pawloski, 25, FTA-DUI, FTA-refusal to 

submit to BAL test
Devin E.I. Sledge-Stokes, 18, Orange Park, 

use of computer to seduce/solicit/lure child, use 
of two-way communication device to facilitate a 
felony

Daveion B. Austin, 20, Middleburg, armed rob-
bery

Jermaine C. Berry, 39, Orange Park, grand theft 
auto

Jerri L. Moore, 41, Green Cove Springs, non-
support

Friday, Nov. 20
Kevin L. Rehberg, 38, Orange Park, domestic 

battery by strangulation, battery on a police offi-
cer/firefighter/EMT, three counts leaving scene of 
accident with property damage, attempt to flee/
elude law enforcement

Teresa A. Silcox, 49, Green Cove Springs, FTA by 
Zoom-DWLSR

Emily D. Kirskey, 18, FTA by Zoom, possession/
use-drug paraphernalia, FTA-possession-metham-
phetamine, FTA-possession-fentanyl, FTA-posses-
sion-hydrocodone, FTA-tampering/fabrication of 
physical evidence, FTA-possession-marijuana, FTA-
resist/obstruct/oppose police, FTA-reckless driving

Jeffery S. Hartung, 30, Orange Park, two counts 
domestic battery

Jasmine M. Burt-Chamberlin, 24, Keystone 
Heights, simple battery

Thursday, Nov. 19
Lauren N. Bowman, 34, Fleming Island, petit 

theft
William T. Flowers, 25, Orange Park, FTA-

DWSLR (Duval)
Monette D. Solomon, 37, Middleburg, DUI with 

passenger younger than 18
Claire R. Hogan, 49, Green Cove Springs, FTA
Christopher C. Stark, 45, Green Cove Springs, 

FTA
Nicole R. Bromiley, 24, Fleming Island, simple 

battery
Jason M. Adams, 40, Middleburg, vandalism
Kieshawn R.C. Smith, 23, Orange Park, out of 

county warrant
Yolanda Garcia, 43, Orange Park, retail petit 

theft
Sharon D. Lynch, 23, Orange Park, petit theft
Dawn T. Johnson, 32, Orange Park, VOP-bur-

glary (Hendry), VOP-grand theft auto (Hendry)
Ashley M. Alvarez, 20, Orange Park, grand theft
Malisa A. Alcorn, 47, Green Cove Springs, sim-

ple battery, criminal mischief

Wednesday, Nov. 18
Jordan T. Van Wingerden, 18, Fleming Island, 

domestic battery
Jessica S. Squires, 34, Middleburg, simple bat-

tery
Somberlyn S. Williams, 40, Orange Park, 

DWSLR
Kesha M. Faircloth, 41, Keystone Heights, sale/

delivery-methamphetamine, use of two-way com-
munication device to facilitate a felony

Cleon E. McQueen, 60, Oakleaf, second degree 
murder, possession-ammo/firearm by convicted 
felon

Brian S. Williams, 39, Green Cove Springs, two 
counts VOP-community control

Jamaul R. Kennedy, 33, Green Cove Springs, 
false impersonation of a law enforcement officer, 
open carrying of weapons

Amanda N. Patterson, 39, Keystone Heights, 
simple battery
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THANKSGIVING

There are a lot of variations when 
the history of our Thanksgiving holi-
day is discussed.  Fine points in the 

history are disputed.  For us, the history 
of Thanksgiving should not be the most 
important thing. The value you place on 
thanksgiving in your own heart now should 
be most important.

This should be a season to remind us 
of the goodness of our loving Heavenly Fa-
ther who has blessed us in abundant ways. 
It should be a time to remind us that we 
are always to praise Him with the words of 
our mouths and the declarations from our 
heart.

There are many reasons for us to praise 
and thank God.  The Bible says that 

“Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the Fa-
ther …” (James 1:17)  He wants us to 
praise Him for the treasury of good things 
He has provided us.  Think of just some of 
His blessings:

He has provided us salvation in the sac-
rifice of His Son.  Jesus paid an ultimate 
price when He offered Himself on the cross 
for our eternal salvation.

He has provided us companionship for 
life.  Jesus promised to always be with us.  
His promise is that He will never leave us 
- never forsake us.  We have a Savior Who 
is always with us in every circumstance of 
life. vided us guidance and direction.  He 
has a perfect plan for us which will lead us 
to eternal victory if we wholly follow Him.  
“For I have plans for you,” says the Lord. 
“They are plans for good and not for disas-
ter, to give you a future and a hope.” (Jer. 
29:11NLT)

He has provided us peace.  “You will 
keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, 
        all whose thoughts are fixed on you!” 
(Isaiah 26:3) Jesus will keep us satisfied, 
settled, secure and safe.  He gives us peace 
in every storm; peace that is supernatural 
because it is His gift to us.

The reasons we should thankfully 
praise Him are numerous beyond measure.  
Let’s make this a day of thanking Him for 
loving us! 

n
www.firstagcc.org Write the Pastor at 

PastorBill@firstagcc.org

*Alhambra Black Friday gift certificates valid for 2021 regular season shows only and expire on October 24, 2021. 
Reservations using these certificates may not be booked any sooner than 90 days in advance of the requested 
performance date, Sunday through Thursday performances only. Not valid for special events, Alhambra After Dark 
events, Music Series or holiday show. Certificates can be purchased online from 12:00 am through 11:59 pm on 
11/27/2020, by phone and at the Alhambra box office from 7:30 am until 8:00 pm on 11/27/2020.

Give the perfect gift, Give the perfect gift, 
at a fantastic value!at a fantastic value!
On Friday, Nov. 27th only, 
call, click or come by 
the Alhambra for your 
perfect holiday gifts. With 
eight great shows and a 
fabulous new menu every
time, there’s something 
for everyone on your list.

SHOP FOR TICKETS!
904-641-1212 | alhambrajax.com

Faith 
Walk

Dr. William P. Register
First Assembly 
Fleming Island

Florida’s First Coast Relief Fund 
delivers $5 million in COVID-19 relief
For Clay Today

CLAY COUNTY – Florida’s First Coast Re-
lief Fund awarded $5.4 million to 112 
North Florida nonprofit agencies since the 
Relief Fund reopened in March to support 
residents disproportionately affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The Relief Fund 
is a collaboration between The Community 
Foundation for Northeast Florida, Jessie 
Ball duPont Fund, Jewish Federation and 
Foundation of Northeast Florida, United 
Way of Northeast Florida and United Way 
of St. Johns County.

“The generosity of our community has 
been overwhelming since the start of the 

pandemic,” said 
Nina Waters, Presi-
dent, The Commu-
nity Foundation for 
Northeast Florida. 
“From individual 
donors to founda-
tions, corpora-
tions and the City 
of Jacksonville, this effort to support our 
neighbors who are most in need has been a 
truly collaborative local response.”

Every day, more than half a million 
people in Northeast Florida – almost 40% 
of our region’s population–struggle to af-
ford basic necessities. The COVID-19 pan-

demic dramatically 
amplified these 
existing needs and 
created unprec-
edented demands 
on nonprofits. 
More than 408,477 
individuals and 
88,441 households 

received support from the Relief Fund. In 
certain cases, some individuals or house-
holds received multiple services. Support 
for mortgage and rent payments, food as-
sistance and utilities payments made up 
more than 50% of the grant dollars award-
ed by the Relief Fund.

Local agencies included in the 
awards were: Feeding Northeast Florida 
($316,000), ElderSource ($165,475), Sal-
vation Army Northeast Florida ($100,000), 
Farm Share ($75,000), YMCA ($40,000), 
Mercy Support Services ($25,000), Quigley 
House ($17,000), BASCA ($15,000), Clay 
County Habitat for Humanity ($15,000), 
Pace Center for Girls ($15,000), The Way 
Free Medical Clinic ($15,000), Impact Clay 
($12,000), Kids First of Florida ($12,000), 
Clay Behavioral Health Center ($10,000), 
Hunger Fight ($10,000) and Clay County 
Education Foundation ($5,000).

“Each week, as we reviewed dozens 
of the latest applications from nonprofit 
agencies, we were able to get a real-time 
view into the specific needs of our commu-
nity, and respond accordingly,” said Rosi 
Melendez, Vice President of Community 
Impact and Strategic Investments, United 
Way of Northeast Florida. “Our case man-
agement partners shared that they saw 
many families unable to make ends meet 
as a result of COVID-19, including strug-
gling to afford adequate food, lacking the 
financial security to pay utility bills and 
facing homelessness.”

The majority of these individuals and 
households [60%] were located in Duval 
County, and Relief Fund grants also sup-
ported nonprofits and residents in Baker 
(1.2%), Clay (3.4%), Nassau (5.2%), Put-
nam (11.7%) and St. Johns (18.5%) coun-
ties.

“The Relief Fund grants management 
team used a thoughtful, strategic approach 
that involved making grants to organiza-
tions with case management ability to 
ensure grant dollars were administered 
and tracked effectively and those dollars 
reached families in the most need,” said 
Kathleen Shaw, Vice President, Programs, 
The Community Foundation For Northeast 
Florida. “The incredibly fast timeline from 
the onset of the pandemic, to the Relief 
Fund being reactivated, to donations flow-
ing in, to grant dollars being administered 
and to families receiving assistance is a 
powerful testament to the generosity of 
our community, the lessons learned during 
previous crises and the resilience of our 
nonprofit sector.”
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PET SUPPLIES PLUS

Online Ordering, Curbside Pickup & Delivery 
Available Online At PETSUPPLIESPLUS.COM

ATLANTIC BEACH
977 Atlantic Blvd.
904.853.6406

ORANGE PARK
510 Blanding Blvd.
904.375.1232

Minus the hassle.

• Self-Serve Dog Wash
• Large Selection of Natural Foods

Orijen, Acana, Fromm, Zignature, 
and Taste of the Wild just to name a few!

• Locally & Veteran Owned • Grooming

'Tis the Season to'Tis the Season to
SPOIL!

PS+ Holiday Throw Blankets, Dog  
or Cat Toys, Apparel & Accessories,  

or Dog Treats & Rawhides

Holiday gifts for 
four-legged family 
members 

Holiday shoppers who are 
busy making lists and 
checking them twice should 

make sure they don’t overlook the 
family pet. Christmas has gone 
to the cats and dogs, as a greater 
number of people include their 
companion animals when select-
ing gifts each year.

A study by OnePoll conducted 
by Rover.com, the nation’s largest 
network of dog sitters and walkers, 
found that 95 percent of pet own-
ers have bought holiday gifts for 
their pets. Gifts can range from ev-
eryday needs, like food and treats, 
to more lavish extravagances like 
spa treatments. 

Pet owners who plan to get 
their pets gifts this year may want 
to consider some of the emerging 
pet trends as they browse wares 
and services. The Balance, a busi-
ness, career and industry informa-
tion site, says pet industry trends 
point toward these segments 
seeing growth.

Natural pet products
Just as people are interested in 

protecting the health of the planet 
and their own personal health, 
so, too, are they extending this 
concern to companion animals. 
Natural pet products, which can 
include natural flea and tick rem-
edies, holistic foods, organic items, 
and all-natural grooming products, 
can make great gifts.

Specialty pet services
The American Pet Products 

Association says the demand for 
high-end pet grooming and other 
services is substantial. In addition, 
personalized training, behavioral 
consulting, portrait photography, 
dog sitting, and upscale spa treat-
ments are booming. 

Beyond these growing trends, 
pet owners have a bevy of other 
ideas from which to choose. Here 
are just a few different suggestions:

l tests to detect pets’ DNA and 
trace breed and ancestry,

l Interactive puzzles to keep 
pets engaged and banish boredom

l Stylish storage baskets for pet 
toys.

l Hidden cat litter or dog crate 
items that camouflage commonly 
used pet items,

l Heated pet bed for cozy nights 
and mornings, and

l Vests, coats and sweaters to 
look good and remain comfortable.

The holidays are a time to spend with 
friends and family. Celebrating and 
entertaining are large components 

of what makes Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
Chanukah, and New Years festivities so 
enjoyable. Holiday hosts with pets must 
consider companion animals when plan-
ning the festivities.

The holiday season brings added 
dangers for pets. The American Veterinary 
Association notes that, by keeping hazards 
in mind, pet owners can ensure their four-
legged friends enjoy the season as much 
as everyone else.

l Secure the tree. Securely anchor the 
Christmas tree so that it won’t tip over on 
anyone, including rambunctious pets. Also, 
stagnant tree stand water can grow bac-
teria. If a pet should drink the water, it may 
end up with nausea or diarrhea. Replenish 
the tree basin with fresh water daily.

l Skip the candles. When creat-
ing mood lighting, opt for electronic or 
battery-powered lights instead of open 
flames. Pets may knock over candles, and 
that can be an instant fire hazard.

l Keep food out of reach. Situate 
food buffets beyond the reach of hun-
gry and curious animals. Warn guests to 
promptly throw out their leftovers so that 
dogs and cats do not sneak away with 
scraps that may cause stomach upset or 
worse. Fatty foods can promote pancre-
atitis – a potentially dangerous inflamma-
tion of the pancreas that produces toxic 
enzymes and causes illness and dehydra-
tion. Small bones can get lodged in a pet’s 
throat or intestines as well.

l Avoid artificial sweeteners. 
Exercise caution when baking sugar-free 
desserts. The artificial sweetener xylitol 
can cause dogs’ blood pressure to drop to 
dangerously low levels. Xylitol is found in 
some toothpastes and gum, so tell over-
night guests to keep their toiletries secure 
to avoid accidental exposure.

l Be cautious with cocktails. If the 
celebration will include alcoholic bever-
ages, the ASPCA says to place unattended 
adult beverages where pets cannot reach 
them. Ingested alcohol can make pets ill, 
weak and even induce comas.

Holiday EntertainingHoliday EntertainingPet-FriendlyPet-Friendly  

l Be picky about plants. Mistletoe, 
holly and poinsettias can be dangerous 
in pet-friendly households. These plants 
can cause gastrointestinal upset and may 
lead to other problems if ingested. Opt for 
artificial replicas instead. If guests bring 
flowers, confirm they are nontoxic to pets 
before putting them on display.

l Watch the door. Guests going in and 

out may inadvertently leave doors open. In 
such instances, pets who get scared or are 
door dashers may be able to escape the 
house. Put a note by the door to watch for 
escaping pets.

l Designate a safe space for pets. 
If the holiday hustle proves too much for 
cats, dogs, birds, and more, give the pet a 
safe, quiet spot away from the crowds.

Holiday hosts should factor in pet safety when they open their homes to guests  



Exchanging gifts with loved ones is a 
holiday season tradition. That tradi-
tion figures to continue this year, 

though families will almost certainly have 
to adjust the ways they exchange gifts.

The outbreak of the novel coronavirus 

COVID-19 has changed how people across 
the globe live their lives. Social distancing 
guidelines encouraged people to limit get-
togethers, particularly indoor gatherings. 
Experts anticipate restrictions on indoor 
gatherings will continue in the early part 

Gifts
That can make social distancing more enjoyable

Giving gifts during the holiday sea-
son may be rewarding, but certain 
people on your shopping list may 

leave you scratching your head wondering 
what to buy. 

Teenagers often fall into that confusing 
category. As trends and interests change 
at a moment’s notice, adults may not 
know what to get the teenagers on their 
list. These suggestions can set you on the 
right course.

Gadgets
Teens like staying abreast of the latest 

technology, and what better way to do so 
than with hot-off-the-assembly-line prod-
ucts? Moderns teens use multiple mobile 
devices – from tablets to smartphones to 
notebook computers, so an outlet multipli-
er with surge protection could be the way 
to go. A charging caddy that keeps all of 
their devices organized and within reach 
while replenishing the batteries can make 
for another go-to gift. 

While shopping for gadgets, think 
about investing in Bluetooth-enabled 
earbuds or over-the-ear headphones. This 
way teens can enjoy their favorite stream-
ing music stations or binge Netflix series 
without disturbing others.

Gym equipment
Adolescents are conscious of their 

personal health and body image. To 
foster positive experiences, gift givers can 
encourage healthy physical activity. A gym 
membership or personal fitness equip-
ment can help teens get on track with a 
weekly regimen.

Luggage & travel gear
A thirst for exploration may inspire 

teens to travel the country or the world. 
A high-quality piece of luggage can be a 
building block for teensÕ travel gear. Oth-
er travel items to consider are RFID blocker 
ID and credit card holders, money toward 
a passport or an overnight toiletries bag.

Gaming
Many teens immerse themselves in 

gameplay, whether solo or online multi-
player. Games can be enjoyed while using 
various consoles, computers and even 
smartphones. Find out which platform 
teens are using and then purchase gift 
cards, points or e-codes so that they can 
get new games or enjoy in-app purchases 
and upgrades.

School funding
Some gifts can focus on the future, 

including teens’ education. Consider 
donating to or opening up an account to 
help fund college costs. Different plans 
have different annual contribution limits 
and tax deferments, so it’s a good idea to 
speak with a financial professional to figure 
out which avenue is right for you and your 
gift recipient.

Retailer gift cards
Teenagers always enjoy some extra 

purchasing power, so gift cards to their fa-
vorite retailers are likely to be a hit. If you’re 
not sure where the teen on your list shops, 
consider a gift card good for any store in a 
local mall. 

TeensTeens Wondering 
what to buy? 
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Deep South Crafts of Florida

Come see us for great Farm house decor, 
Christmas decor and more.

 

Our food truck, Groovy Grillers and more LLC 
will be here serving an awesome menu of food.

2494 Blanding Blvd., Suite 1 • Middleburg • 904-813-9294

of the winter of 2020-21, which could force 
families to rethink how they get together 
during the holiday season. 

Families also may want to think outside 
the box when buying gifts for their loved 
ones, targeting items that can make social 
distancing easier. The following gift ideas 
can make a socially distant holiday season 
that much more special for a loved one.

Streaming subscription
Movie theaters have been closed for 

months in many areas. But movie lovers 
still want to see their favorite flicks, so a 

streaming subscrip-
tion to a service 

such as Netflix or 
Amazon Prime 
can be just what 
they need to 

stay entertained 
while social dis-

tancing this winter. 
For fans of classic films, 

including indie movies, 
foreign films and big studio 

productions, a subscription to 
the Criterion Channel might make 

the perfect gift. Curated by the Crite-
rion Collection, this streaming service 

provides access to a library of more than 
1,000 classic and contemporary films, mak-
ing it an ideal gift for the family film buff.

Cooking classes
Many people have spent the last 

several months honing their culinary 
skills. Gift givers can help them take those 
skills to the next level by enrolling them 
in online cooking classes. The options are 
endless and some even include access 
to legendary celebrity chefs like Gordon 
Ramsay. Many online cooking classes 
feature monthly memberships or single 
classes, making them ideal for loved ones 
of all skill and interest levels.

Technology
Technology has helped many people 

stay connected with friends and family 
while social distancing, so a new tablet, 
laptop or desktop computer can be just 
what people need to fully engage in 
family Zoom sessions or weekly virtual 
happy hours with coworkers and friends. 
If a new tablet or laptop stretches your 
budget, consider a pair of noise-canceling 
headphones, which can make it easier to 
concentrate while working remotely in a 
crowded house.

Crafting kit
Hobbyists may have had their pas-

sions for crafting reinvigorated while 
social distancing, making a crafting kit an 
ideal gift to help them fill their downtime. 
Beginner’s kits also can make an ideal gift 
for novices looking for an engaging, time-
consuming hobby.
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Books are very popular gifts come 
the holiday season. Genres that run 
the gamut from fantasy to nonfic-

tion ensure there’s a book out there for 
everyone. But finding the right gift for a 
book-loving loved one may not be as easy 
as it seems.

Avid readers may have personal book 
collections that rival local libraries, so it can 
be difficult to find something they haven’t 
already read. In addition, asking them 
what’s on their wish list of books can re-
move the element of surprise from holiday 
gift-giving. Fortunately, shoppers can still 
light up their favorite book lovers eyes this 
holiday season, even if they’re not giving 
them a recent bestseller.

Bookshelf
E-readers may provide instant access to 

millions of books, but many avid readers 
still prefer physical books. Bookshelves 
can make the perfect gift for book lov-
ers who take great pride in their home 
libraries. Bookshelves come in all shapes, 
sizes and styles, from ladder bookcases to 
floating bookshelves to built-ins. A basic 

understanding of your loved one’s home 
decor preferences is all you need to find a 
bookshelf that can blend in seamlessly in 
his or her reading room. 

Audio book subscription
 Audio book subscription services have 

grown in popularity in recent years. These 
services make it possible for busy readers 
to devour their favorite books while com-
muting to and from work or running daily 
errands in the car. 

Bookends
 Book lovers tend to put a lot of ef-

fort into designing their reading rooms. 
Decorative bookends, which can have a 
humorous angle or tie into a theme that 
correlates to readers favorite literary genre 
(i.e., boat bookends for lovers of maritime 
histories), can make for great, unique gifts.

Embosser
Embossers allow readers to put their 

personal stamps on every book in their 
collections. That not only adds a unique 
touch to readers personal libraries, but 

BooksBooks
There’s a book out there for everyone

also may increase the chances that the 
books they loan out to friends and family 
members are ultimately returned. After all, 
who wouldn’t return a book to its original 
owner when that book has been person-

ally embossed?
Many items make the perfect gift for 

book lovers, even if shoppers are unsure 
about buying their loved ones actual 
books.

Natural Christmas tree afficionados 
love the authenticity such trees 
provide during the holiday season. 

Natural trees also provide a unique aroma 
that can make holiday celebrations feel 
more homey.

When purchasing natural trees, holiday 
celebrants, especially those who like to 
buy their trees in early December, may be 
concerned about keeping their trees fresh 
throughout the holiday season. The follow-
ing tips can help trees last until the final 
present is unwrapped and the last of the 
egg nog has been consumed.

Buy a freshly cut tree
Whenever possible, celebrants should 

cut their own trees. This ensures that the 
tree they bring home is fresh, increasing 
the chances it will remain so throughout 
the season. If itÕs not possible to cut your 
own tree, the National Fire Protection 
Association notes that fresh trees should 
have green needles that do not come off 
when touched. Trees that appear to be 
dried out or those that shed needles when 
touched should be avoided.

Protect trees on the way home 
The Tree Care Industry Association 

advises consumers to protect their Christ-
mas trees as they transport them home. 
Wrap the tree in a plastic wrap so it makes 
it home damage-free. A damaged tree 
might not make it through the holiday 
season.

Keep your natural tree fresh
Cut pre-cut trees before leaving 
the lot 

Pre-cut trees can make it through the 
holiday season looking their best, but buy-
ers should request that employees cut as 
much as two inches off the bottom of the 
tree before leaving the lot. Once trees are 
cut, sap begins to seal their base, making it 
hard for them to absorb water. By request-
ing that between one and two inches be 
removed from the bottom of the tree at 
the time of purchase, buyers are ensuring 
their trees will be able to absorb the water 
they’ll need to make it through the season 
when they get home.

Place the tree in water the 
moment you get home 

To prevent the base of the tree from 

drying out, place it in water the moment 
you get home. Freshly cut trees may 
initially need the water in their tree stands 
filled in the morning and then again in the 
evening. As the season progresses, trees 
likely won’t need their stands filled more 
than once per day. 

Place the tree away from heat 
sources

Placing trees away from heat sources, 
such as radiators, fireplaces, heating vents, 
and lights, reduces the likelihood that trees 
will dry out and also reduces the risk of fire.

A few simple strategies can help 
holiday revelers ensure their Christmas 
trees make it through the holiday season 
unscathed.  
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Create a memorable impression with a gift 
from Peterbrooke Chocolatier.

Give the Gift of Chocolate

Counting down to Christmas Day 
means many different things to 
people across the globe. Although 

families likely have several different tradi-
tions they anticipate each year, it can be 
fun to incorporate some new merrymakers 
into the festivities. Here are some festive 
ideas to include in the days leading up to 
Christmas – a special family calendar of 
fun finds.

Annual memento
Have the kids or adults make one new 

handmade ornament each year. This way 
the tree is always evolving, and everyone 
can track milestones.

Cookie day
 Devote one day to making Christmas 

cookies. Invite friends or family members 
over. Distribute some cookies to elderly 
neighbors.

Holiday classic
Spend a night in and watch a classic 

Christmas flick you’ve never seen before. 

Making
  MemoriesMemories 

Streaming movie services often put clas-
sics and obscure titles into rotation during 
the holiday season.

Christmas concert
 Host a gathering of children where 

they can sing or perform their favorite 
tunes for an audience. Take it on the road 
to a nearby nursing home.

Dine out 
Take a break from cooking, shopping 

and hosting and stop into a restaurant 
you’ve been meaning to try. Keep it local 
to support nearby businesses.

Adopt a child/family
Volunteer with a charitable organi-

zation that provides for less fortunate 
families. Answer the Christmas desires of 
a needy child or family by purchasing an 
item on their wish lists.

See the sights
Pack the children into the family car to 

tour nearby areas and look at Christmas 
lights displays. Bring along cookies and 
hot chocolate.

Trim a tree 
Get together with adult friends at a 

tree-trimming party. Rotate the hosting 
house each year.

Play dress-up:
 A gentleman can dress up as the 

man in red and pop into a friend’s holiday 
gathering.

Wilderness walk: 
Enjoy the crisp air and snow and see a 

local park from a winter perspective.

Acts of kindness
Choose any act of kindness and make 

it happen this Christmas. It can include 
feeding the hungry or helping a disabled 
person shop for the season.

Kids Secret Santa
 Spread the joy of giving by having the 

kids choose a sibling or friendÕs name 
from a hat and purchasing or making a gift 
for that person.

Hand out hot chocolate
 Make a big thermos of hot chocolate 

and give it out to shoppers or workers 
who have been out in the cold.

Read religious stories
 Understand the true meaning of the 

season by reading Biblical passages.

Camp-in 
The first night the tree is decorated, 

allow the kids to sleep beside it under the 
glow of Christmas lights.

Scavenger hunt 
Plan holiday-themed trivia questions 

and hide small trinkets for children to find.

Surprise box
 Put a gender and age nonspecific gift 

into a box. On Christmas Eve or Christmas 
Day, the person who finds a hidden gift 
tag under their chair at dinner gets to 
open the box.

Family portrait
Wear your holiday finery and pose for 

a portrait that actually will be printed and 
framed. 



The holiday season is steeped in tradi-
tion. Many holiday traditions are 
centered around food, with much 

of the focus on all of the decadent treats 
and desserts taking center stage at many 
family gatherings.

Many parents hope to involve their 
children in as many family holiday tradi-
tions as they can. Holiday baking is one 
kid-friendly tradition, and parents can 
make it even more so by taking a few 
simple steps before they get started.

Purchase kid-friendly baking 
equipment

 Bakers rely on lots of tools to make 
cookies, cakes and other delicacies. That 
equipment is even available in kids sizes. 
Kids may be more excited about baking if 
they have their own equipment, and such 
gear also can make it easier for them to 
lend a hand. A spatula made for young-
sters can make it easier for kids to move 
cookies from a baking sheet to a platter, 
while colorful measuring cups and their 
own whisk can excite youngsters about 
baking.

Plan ahead 
Seasoned bakers know that it’s impera-

tive to have the right supplies, including 
ingredients, on hand before beginning a 
baking session. That’s even more necessary 
when baking with kids, who might not 
be as patient as moms and dads hope if a 
baking session has to be paused to run to 

the store for a missing ingredient or to dig 
out some tools from the back of the pan-
try. Plan ahead by setting everything out 
and assembling all the necessary ingredi-
ents the night before you plan to bake.

Delegate wisely
Young kids may want to do everything 

mom and dad do, but baking is a delicate 
science that requires careful attention to 
detail and a strict adherence to recipes. So 
it’s important that parents delegate wisely 
when involving children in holiday baking. 
Whisking, stirring and topping off cookies 
with frosting and sprinkles are fun, kid-
friendly tasks. 

Add some fun foods to the 
menu 

If you plan to bake holiday cookies, 
purchase kid-friendly holiday cookie cut-
ters before your baking session so young-
sters have as much fun as possible. Kids 
may have more fun if they get to make 
Santa Claus, Frosty or Rudolph cookies. 

Make a mess
Don’t be afraid to get a little messy 

when baking with children. Moms and 
dads may love a clean kitchen, but kids 
tend to have more fun in the kitchen 
when things get a little messy. Douse each 
other with a little flour and make a joke of 
things if some ingredients find their way 
onto the counter or the floor instead of 
into your mixing bowl.

HolidayHoliday

BakingBaking

A  kid-friendly tradition that 
sets the stage for family gatherings

BrowniesBrownies 
What would the holidays be 

without delicious foods to share 
with loved ones? In fact, craft-

ing elaborate meals and baking goodies 
is par for the course once the weather 
begins to cool and decorations turn up 
on businesses and homes. Many people 
have tried-and-true recipes they rely on 
each year, but there’s always the possibil-
ity to give new tasty tidbits a try. There are 
so many tantalizing desserts to tickle the 
tongue, but this recipe for ‘Rocky Recchiuti 
Brownies’ from “Chocolate Obsession” 
(Stewart, Tabori & Chang) by Michael Rec-
chiuti and Fran Gage yields rich and chewy 
brownies that no holiday celebrant will be 
able to resist.

Rocky Recchiuti Brownies
Makes 16 brownies

5 1/2 ounces 100 percent unsweetened 
chocolate, coarsely chopped, divided
10 tablespoons unsalted butter cut into 
1-inch slices.

2/3 cup unbleached all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
3 extra-large eggs, at room temperature
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
1 1/3 cups granulated cane sugar
1/3 cup walnut halves, roasted and 
roughly chopped
6 Tahitian Vanilla Bean Marshmallows, 
each 1 1/2 inches square, cut into 
quarters (see recipe below)

Preheat the oven to 325 F. Line the 
bottom of an 8-inch square baking pan 
with parchment paper and liberally coat 
the paper and the pan sides with flavorless 
vegetable oil.

Put 3 ounces of the chocolate and 
the butter in a medium stainless-steel 
bowl and set over a pot of simmering 
water. Heat, stirring occasionally, until the 
chocolate and butter melt and are fully 
combined and the mixture is smooth. Lift 
the bowl from the pot. Set aside.

Sift the flour and salt together into a 
bowl. In another bowl, combine the eggs 

and vanilla extract and whisk together by 
hand until blended. Whisk in the sugar.

Whisk the egg mixture into the choco-
late. Add the flour and the remaining 2 1/2 
ounces chocolate to the batter and, using 
a rubber spatula, mix well. Add walnuts. 

Pour the batter into the prepared pan. 
Spread it evenly. Scatter the marshmallow 
pieces evenly over the surface and push 
them halfway into the batter. The tops 
should remain uncovered.

Bake on the middle shelf of the oven 
until the marshmallows are browned 
and a skewer inserted into the center of 
the brownie sheet comes out with some 
batter clinging to it, about 45 minutes. Let 
cool completely in the pan on a wire rack, 
then cover with plastic wrap and refriger-
ate until cold.

Run a knife around the edge of the pan 
to loosen, cut into sixteen 2-inch squares. 

Tahitian Vanilla Bean Marshmallows
About 40 marshmallows

Flavorless vegetable oil for the pan
3 3/4 teaspoons unflavored gelatin
3 tablespoons water
2 cups granulated cane sugar, divided into 
halves
1 1/2cups light corn syrup
4 extra-large egg whites, at room tempera-
ture
1Tahitian vanilla bean, split horizontally
About 3 cups powdered cane sugar for 
finishing

Line the bottom of an 8-by-12-inch 
sheet pan with parchment paper and 
lightly coat the paper and the pan sides 
with flavorless vegetable oil. Put the gela-
tin in a small bowl. Add the water and stir. 
Set aside to soften.

Combine 1 cup of the sugar with the 
corn syrup in a large, heavy-bottomed pot. 

Use an unlined copper pot if you have 
one. Place over medium heat and cook, 
stirring occasionally with a wooden spoon, 
until the sugar melts. Then continue to 
cook, without stirring, until the mixture 
reaches 230 F on a candy thermometer. 

Meanwhile, put the egg whites in the 
bowl of a stand mixer fitted with the whip 
attachment. Scrape the seeds from the 
vanilla bean into the bowl.

When the sugar syrup reaches 240 F, 
start to beat the egg whites on medium 
speed. When the whites form very soft 
peaks, add the remaining 1 cup sugar and 
continue beating.

When the sugar syrup reaches 250 F, 
remove it from the heat and stir in the 
softened gelatin. The syrup will foam up 
and triple in volume. Switch the mixer to 
high speed and slowly pour the syrup into 
the beaten egg whites, aiming for the side 
of the bowl. 

The whites will almost double in vol-
ume. Reduce the speed to medium-high 
and beat until the whites (not the outside 
of the bowl) are lukewarm to the touch, 
about 114 F, about 15 minutes.

Scrape the marshmallow mixture into 
the prepared pan and, using a small offset 
spatula, spread it evenly to the sides. Let 
cool completely at room temperature.

To cut the marshmallows, sift about 1/2 
cup of the powdered sugar onto a work 
surface in a rectangle the size of a sheet 
pan. Sift another 2 cups powdered sugar 
into a large bowl. 

Run a thin-bladed knife around the 
edge of the pan to loosen the marshmal-
low. Invert the pan onto the sugared sur-
face to unmold, then lift off the pan and 
peel off the parchment paper. Sift about 
1/2 cup powdered sugar evenly over the 
top. After cutting, toss the marshmallows, 
a few at a time, in the bowl of powdered 
sugar, coating them lightly. 
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I am not a turkey!
This year COVID-19 has put a damper on many things, but not 

the creativity of Mrs. Spinks’ first grade class at R. M. Paterson 
Elementary and the many students attending Clay Virtual Academy. 
In true Thanksgiving tradition, the children have shared clever 
ways to not be the main dish on the Thanksgiving menu. Enjoy! 

My turkey  is disguised as a flamingo. She is 
very pretty. Her name is Flamingo Queen. You 
should not eat her becasue she is my pet. 

– Addison Morgan, Mrs. Spinks, 1st grade  

I picked a zombie turkey. He won’t taste 
good. He will chase me. My favorite thing is a 
zombie. 

– Aiden Colley, Mrs. Spinks, 1st grade   

My turkey  is a princess, her name is 
Jolly. Jolly has a silver sparkly crown 
and pink feathers. Jolly was named after 
Christmas Eve. We should not eat Jolly, 
becasue she is a Princess and her family 
would be really sad.               

– Ella Paridon, Mrs. Spinks, 
1st grade  

 

My Tom Turkey is hiding in the 
crayon box. He is as colorful as a rain-
bow. We shouldn’t eat him because 
he will taste like wax. Let’s have pizza 
instead!  

– Cooper Abstein, Mrs. Spinks, 
1st grade  

My Turkey is a beautiful, sparkly 
Sunflower. Who would want to eat a 
Sunflower? I would not. No one wants 
to eat a Sunflower. I think my Turkey is 
safe.  
–Belle Stancil , Mrs. Spinks, 1st grade  

My Turkey is a cheerleader. She likes to 
do back handsprings. Her favorite colors 
are yellow, pink, and red. Please don’t eat 
my turkey! 
–Bella Molina, Mrs. Spinks, 1st grade  

My Turkey does not want to be eaten. 
He dressed up as someone who does 
martial arts. My turkey can defend 
himself. Don’t even try to eat my turkey. 

–Gwen, Mrs. Spinks, 
1st grade  

My Tom Turkey is a ballerina. He is so 
talented, he has done Swan Lake. No one 
believes he is so graceful. He is practicing 
for the upcoming performance of the 
Nutcracker at Christmas time. The whole 
town is so excited about the program 
so no one wants to eat such a talented 
turkey. 

– Harper G. Hicks, Mrs. Spinks, 

My turkey is disguised as a flamingo. He 
is hiding in the water. You should not eat 
him because he has pink feathers that 
could get stuck in your teeth. He has long 
legs and can run fast if you try to catch 
them. 

– Kinley Crowder, Mrs. Spinks, 
1st grade  

This is my Santa turkey. He lives at the 
North Pole. We made him a Santa turkey 
to skip Thanksgiving. My turkey doesn’t 
gobble, he says Ho, Ho, Ho! 

– Kinsey Cochrane, Mrs. Spinks, 
1st grade  
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I am not 
a turkey!

My turkey disguise is Harry Potter. His 
name is Turkey Potter. You should not 
try to eat him because he will cast a 
spell on you. He will turn you into a 
frog. He will make you ribbit! 

– Makenzie Carmichael, 
Mrs. Spinks, 1st grade  

Do not eat me. I am a ballerina. I have 
on dance slippers. I have a crown, That 
is why you should not eat me. 

– Reagan,
Mrs. Spinks, 1st grade  

My turkey is a cheerleader. Don’t eat 
her. She will miss practice. Her pom-
poms are blue and yellow. Her hair is 
long. 

– Sadie Stone,
Mrs. Spinks, 1st grade  

My turkey is a cowboy. He likes to rope 
cows. I can’t eat him because he’ll 
lassoo me. He looks to cool.

– Vance,
Mrs. Spinks, 1st grade  

This is Max the Cat. He is not a 
turkey. Ignore the feathers poking 
out. He is a kitty cat and hangs 
out with all the other pets in the 
house. No need to look for him at 
Thanksgiving! 

– Brooklyn Schofield, 
Mrs. De Medeci, CVA

My name is Captain America, Cap 
for short. I like to save the world and 
protect people from danger. Do you 
see my shield? Or my cool red, white 
and blue outfit? Do you know any 
turkeys that can throw a shield and 
have a cool costume? I am so busy 
at work saving the day. So don’t try 
to eat me for thanksgiving because 
can’t you tell I am definitely not a 
turkey I am your local superhero!

– Cayden McCoy, 
Mrs. De Medici, CVA

This is my turkey. I dressed my 
turkey up like a snowman. You 
can’t eat a snowman because it 
is not as filling as a turkey. I hope 
you like my picture. 
Happy Thanksgiving!

– Caleb H. Mrs. Toney CVA

Tom (aka Turkeymin Franklin) Turkey

Turkeymin Franklin signed the 
Declaration of Not-Eating Turkeys 
in 1776. He is an elected official 
fowl of the 13 Farms government of 
Turkeymerica. He is also a Founding 
Gobbler of the country Turkeymerica. 
Mr. Franklin also was born in 
Bosturkey in 1706. He plans on having 
a nice vegetarian Thanksgiving 
dinner with his family with strictly NO 
shenanigans. 

– Oscar Fuentes, 5th grade 
Mrs. Toney, CVA

To: Turkey Protection INC.
From: A turkey that needs 
protection

Dear TP,
I need your help! My owners are 
going to eat me. The Coronavirus 
has cause us to go on lockdown. 
They decided that they were going 
to eat me. Out of 20 turkeys, they 
picked me. Anyway, I decided 
to run away. I wasn’t that mad 
because that place was a dump. 
Can you believe people treat 
turkeys like animals> I’m offended. 
I needed a disguise because there 
were wanted signs everywhere. 
Even though there were 20 other 
turkeys, they still wanted me. I 
decided I was going to have a 
ballerina disguise. I think I look 
pretty good. Be on the lookout for a 
very pink turkey. 

Sincerely, a turkey who needs 
saving. 

– Danessa Pierce
Mrs. Toney, 5th grade, CVA

He is Mario, he runs really fast 
when he has the super star so 
nobody can eat him. 

– Gabriel Henri, CVA

I am Spiderman. 
– Maverick Fabbro, 1st grade, 

Mrs. De Medici, CVA 

Hello Farmer Brown, I am a cow 
can’t you see? Moo! I have black 
spots on me. Do not eat turkey for 
Thanksgiving, eat mashed potatoes 
and chicken. 

– Spot
– Ciara Gall, Mrs. De Medici, CVA
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My turkey is a Florida Man. 
Florida Man can not be eaten 
by anyone. My Florida Man is 
not food!

– Sofia Garland, Mrs. Turner, 
1st grade, CVA

Mia’s Polar Bear 
– Mia Abad, Mrs. De Medici, CVA

Tom the turkey isn’t a turkey! 
He’s a police officer so if you eat 
him he’ll arrest you and you’ll go 
to jail!

– Logan, Mrs. Turner,
1st grade, CVA

This guy won’t get eaten 
because he is a rainbow, 
and people LOVE looking at 
rainbows!

– Aiden Verile, Mrs. Turner, 
1st grade, CVA

Tina Turkey (Turner) 
“What’s Love got to do with it?”

– Evelyn Kerr Mrs Smith, 
5th grade, CVA

This is Tom Turkey. My turkey is 
disguised as a mermaid. He has 
a pretty pink scaly mermaid tail 
covering his turkey legs, and his 
feathers are covered in pink mer-
scales! He also has a blue wig and 
blue eye shadow! You should not 
eat him because he has to meet 
his other mermaid friends. 

– Nyla Johnson, Mrs. Turner, 
1st grade, CVA

My Turkey can not be eaten, 
because it is disguised as 
chicken from KFC. Everyone 
knows you don’t eat chicken on 
Thanksgiving. 

– Taylor VanLandingham, 
Mrs. Turner, 1st grade, CVA

My turkey is dressed up as a 
businessman so he won’t get 
eaten on his way to work!

– Skyler Dunlap, Mrs. Turner, 
1st grade, CVA

You can’t eat me, I’m Lightning 
Man! I have a shocking 
personality! If you eat me, who 
will save the city??
– Arianna Newton, Mrs. Turner, 

1st grade, CVA

This is Tom the Turkey and he 
is a Chick-Fil-A  cow and you 
should not eat him because he 
has people to entertain and a 
restaurant to run so don’t eat 
Tom the turkey!!

– Carolyn Batton, 5th grade 
Mrs.Tony, CVA 

It’s never ok to eat a good 
book. 
– Robert Fuentes, Mrs.Batton 

1st grade, CVA

My sister and I dressed Turkey Tom 
up as a princess.

– Dillon and Lyla Martin, 
Mrs. Toney CVA

This is my turkey. He is a 
neurosurgeon and his name is 
Derek Shepard. Before every 
surgery he says “ It’s a beautiful 
day to save lives”. He has many 
lives to save and that is why we 
can’t eat him on Thanksgiving 
Day! 
– Finley James, Mrs. Legge, CVA

You can’t eat me, I’m a Super-
hero! 

– Lehla Ward, Mrs. Turner, 
1st grade, CVA

Now that the auditions are over, 
Tom is incognito aiming to be a 
world class ballerina, His role in the 
famous Nutcracker Ballet is going 
to keep him off the Thanksgiving 
table. You see to his surprise he 
was cast as the Sugar Plum Fairy 
for the ballet. The production runs 
through the end of the year. This 
obviously will make him unavail-
able to be eaten and far too thin to 
be seen on any respectable dinner 
table.

– Aryah Contratto, 
Mrs. Turner, 1st grade, CVA

Happy ThanksgivingHappy Thanksgiving’
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Go to "Special Events" at 
 www.greencovesprings.com for more info!

Dec. 5 - Dec. 31
Sunset - 10 p.m.

Spring Park

Letters to 
Santa

Parade of Trees

City of Green Cove Springs Christmas 2020

Dec. 1 - Dec. 15
City Hall

Land clearing equipment is due at any 
time. Once a portion of the 33 acres be-
tween the medical center and VyStar Cred-
it Union has been cleared, work on a new 
$206.5 million, 100-bed hospital will start 
in earnest. And it can’t come quick enough 
for Roark, the hospital’s president.

“It’s been an amazing year if you think 
about it,” Roark said while standing in the 
parking lot where workers soon will be 
hammering nails and pouring concrete. 
“COVID certainly delayed us, but it didn’t 
stop us. Residents are going to see a lot 
of changes here in the next two years. We 
want them to know we’re still open for 
business. But it’s an exciting time.

“I envision the finished hospital every 
day. I can’t wait to see what it’s going to 
look like when it’s done.”

According to Baptist Health, the project 
will be a 300,000-square-foot full-service 
hospital on Village Square Parkway with 
100 beds, including women’s services and 
enhanced cardiology services. Diagnostic 
equipment will be located near the Inten-
sive Care Unit.

Roark said Baptist Health is working to 
keep pace with Clay County’s rapid growth. 
Having a facility on Fleming Island will 
eliminate the need for patients to travel for 
much-needed medical services.

The new six-floor hospital will be ad-
joined with the existing Imaging and Sur-
gery Center at the Baptist Clay Campus 
which opened in 2013.

Baptist
from page 1

The original plans called for an open-
ing in early 2022, but the pandemic and 
record residential home construction have 
pushed the project back six months to fall, 
Roark said.

Real estate has been booming in Clay 
County during the pandemic, stretching 

construction companies thin. But work is 
expected to start in the next couple weeks.

However, COVID-19 gave Baptist 
Health an opportunity to revisit some of 
its original plans. The entire fourth floor, 
which will house the ICU and Stepdown 
wards, will feature infection control en-

A rendition shows what the new six-story hospital on Fleming Island will look like once con-
struction is completed in two years.

Marie decided to make a difference. After 
using her Grocers Reward card everytime 
she shops at Winn-Dixie to earn points for 
discounts on gasoline or other groceries, 
she decided spend the money on others.

“I have five kids so my food bill is pretty 
large,” she said. “I could have used those 
points for my own family, but I have a job. 
My husband has a job. We didn’t need them.”

So she used them to buy more than $300 
worth of groceries for Clay Behavioral’s 
Thanksgiving dinner.

Every Thanksgiving Clay Behavioral, the 
lead Agency providing mental health and 
substance use treatment and prevention 
services in Clay County, serves Thanksgiv-
ing dinner to its clients who wouldn›t other-
wise be able to enjoy a holiday meal.

This year’s feast will be provided by Ma-
rie and her family. Marie and Ernie Cohen, 
Community Liaison for Clay Behavioral, re-
cently went shopping and used her points to 
buy enough turkey, ham and side dishes to 
feed 100 of hungry residents.

She also purchased disposable and pa-
per goods to make sure each packaged to-go 
dinner is COVID-19 safe.

“This truly was an amazing gift,” Cohen 
said. “It’s that kind of thought that makes a 
difference in our community. The first time I 
met her was when we went shopping and it 
turned out to be an incredible experience.”

Marie and Ernie didn’t need to purchase 
pies. Waste Not Want Not provided a pal-
let of them from a long-distance trucker 
whose load was refused because one case 
was damaged.

Given  Waste Not Want Not’s lack of 
freezer space, rescuing that much frozen 

food would not have been possible with-
out the help of Challenge Enterprises of 
North Florida. The organization that  pro-
vides person-centered programs, services 
and work opportunities for individuals with 
disabilities in Clay, offered Waste Not Want 
Not the opportunity to store the pies in their 
walk-in freezer until they could be distrib-
uted among the various charities serving 
Thanksgiving meals this week.

Marie, along with three nonprofits 
worked together to make this Thanksgiving 
happier for nearly 100 people.

Typically, nonprofits, each with its own 
mission, business model and clientele, don’t 
work together. But here in Clay County, lo-
cal charities – there are more than 150 
nonprofits headquartered in Clay – collabo-
rate, helping each other however they can.

Clay County charities work together be-
cause regardless of their specific mission, 

they all have one goal in common: to best 
serve the citizens of Clay by making Clay 
County a great place to live, work and play.

Marie always has been dedicated to her 
community. She donates clothes to Quigley 
House, and her son, Connor, volunteered 
at Waste Not Want Not and other local food 
pantries.

“It makes you feel good when you’re 
helping out,” Marie said. “It’s better when 
what you’re doing goes directly to somebody 
who needs it.

“You want to teach the power of giving.”
And the power of sharing.
“We’ve been fortunate,” Marie said. 

“We’ve kept ourselves afloat. There are peo-
ple out there who weren’t able to do that. 
We’re all in this together.”

Clay Behavioral contributed to this sto-
ry.

hancements. The floor will be negatively 
pressured with fresh air being filtered 
from the outside, not recirculated.

Fixtures will be touchless in the rest-
rooms.

Once opened, the hospital will employ 
about 700, Roark said, with an average 
salary of $70,000 a year.

“This is a $206.5 million investment in 
Clay County,” Roark said. “We invest our 
money in the community. If you look at 
what we’ve done since the recession [20 
years ago], we’ve made $1 billion in en-
hancements and construction projects in 
Northeast Florida.

“This is the biggest project I’ve over-
seen. It’s going to bring some much-needed 
health care to Clay County. We want to 
meet the need of our residents.”

The hospital will feature large rooms 
with several onsite amenities like a coffee 
shop, outdoor dining area and a commu-
nity room large enough for a meetings or 
educational programs for as many as 125 
people.

Another portion of the project includes 
a new three-quarter-mile jogging path that 
will connect to the Black Creek Trail. Since 
much of the square-footage will be spent 
on the six floors of the hospital, the clear-
ing of land and trees will be minimal. Roark 
said an oak grove will remain to buffer on 
the south side of the property between the 
facility and local neighborhoods.

“It will be a place of health and well-
ness,” Roark said.

And it can’t come quick enough.

Points 
from page 1



NEW ARRIVALS SALES I SERVICE I PROSHOP
829 N, State Rd 21, Melrose, FL 32666

(352) 475-3434 ///  lakeareawatersports.com

MeLissa Pellerito 
352-494-1829 

(call or text)
mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com

Proven reputation of 
Honest, Trustworthy and 

Professional service.

BEST OF CLAY BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2020

TODAY’sSportsSports
Clay Today | Thursday, November 26, 2020 | claytodayonline.com 

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – With lightning 
quick speed; two runs from Al’Querious 
Ray, a 54 yard punt return by Jarvis Lee, a 
snappy 27 yard quick slant by Reed Waugh 
and a nifty look at the future with a Jayden 
Jenkins to D’Maurion Frazier scoring pass 
in a misty raining first quarter, the Clay 
High Blue Devils football team made quick 
work of a severly overmatched Atlantic 
High team to score a 35-0 region 1-5A 
semifinal win Friday night at Clay High 
School. Clay was up 35-0 at the half.

“We wanted to get the young guys some 
reps,” said Clay coach Kyle Kennard. “That 
is good for our depth. We spread out the 
scoring a couple of different ways. We al-
ways say, as long as we ours, we don’t care 
who gets theirs. It is the team’s credo.”

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

VALDOSTA - Two miraculous pass plays 
that became touchdowns proved fateful 
to the Fleming Island Dreadnaughts youth 
football team as the host Titletown Titans 
of Valdosta won the 18-6 semifinal match-
up between the two undefeated teams Sat-
urday afternoon in Valdosta.

Fleming Island’s Dreadnaughts 10-Un-
der team, coached by Mike Kenny, had 
come to Valdosta with an unbeaten regular 
season and convincing 27-0 win last week 
to advance to the semifinal.

“This is the game to get to the regional 
championship in Orlando,” said Kenny. “To 
be honest, every player is a key player for 

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK – Clay High former swim 
state champion Caeleb Dressel, now a pro-
fessional swimmer for the International 
Swim League’s Cali Condors, was named 
the undisputed Most Valuable Player for 
the 2020 ISL season.

Dressel, in an article by Barry Revzin 
at SwimSwam.com, earned 463.5 pionts 
in six competitions to earn an impressive 
$291,788 with $165,000 coming from be-
ing named MVP. 

Clay quick-sixes Atlantic

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Clay High punt returner Jarvis Lee gets an escort from teammate Gavin Rossow on his way 
to the end zone with a 54 yard punt in Blue Devils’ 35-0 region 1-5A semifinal Friday night. 
Clay advances to the region final at Ocala Vanguard on Fri., Dec. 27. 

Caeleb Dressel

Dressel International Swim MVP

SEE CLAY, 38 Dressel sets
records in 50
free, 100 fly

SEE DRESSEL, 42

Dreadnaughts end season with tough loss
us. We spread the ball around. This is 
the deepest this team has ever been 
in the playoffs. Titletown has been in 
games like this before and we are in 
their backyard.”

Fleming Island got strong running on 
offense by Blake Mulanax and quarter-
back Wyatt Rapoza and even a momen-
tum-changing blast by lineman Kade 
Carey who rumbled 15 yards on a sec-
ond half carry that kept the only scoring 
drive for Fleming Island in tact. 

SEE DREADNAUGHTS, 40
Fleming Island Dreadnaughts Wyatt apoza, left, 
and Brody Richmond are in the end zone in the 
fourth quarter in Dreadnaughts 18-6 playoff 
loss to the Titletown Titans in Valdosta. 
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ATHLETES OF  
THE WEEK

Emma Mussante
Middleburg Cross Country, Sr.

Emma Mussante capped of a stellar season 
with a 24th place finish at the Class 3A 

championship race in 20:01. Mussante set 
and broke the Middleburg school record four 

times this season. 

Ryan Borsheim
Clay, Soccer, Sr.

Ryan Borsheim, a center defender for 
Clay High soccer, curved a second half 
free kick over the top of a wall set up 
by St. Johns Country Day School that 
ended a tough match in a 2-2 tie last 

week at St. Johns Country Day School. 

CORRESPONDENT PHOTOS BY LAURA ANDERSON/FIHS

Left: The Fleming Island defense, led here by linebacker Alex Maier, shut down the Chiles offense en route to a 23-7 region 1-7A semifinal 
win Friday night in Tallahassee. Right: Running back Sam Singleton bursts from line with Chiles defenders in his wake on his way to 
touchdown in Golden Eagles playoff win. Fleming Island (9-2) will host an upset bound Atlantic Coast High team on Fri., Nov. 27 in the 
region 1-7A final. The Golden Eagles defeated Atlantic Coast (5-5) handily 35-14 in regular season play on October 30, but the Stingrays 
pulled off two major upsets; a 47-21 win over Fletcher High (6-2) in their region opener and a 17-9 win over Lincoln (6-2) on Friday in their 
region semifinal, to advance. The winner will face the winner of the Niceville (9-0) vs. Buchholz (8-1) final on December 4. Niceville defeated 
Fleming Island last year in the region 1-7A semifinal. 

By Ray DiMonda
Correspondent

ST. JOHNS - With the sting still fresh 
from an October 23 game winning field 
goal (30-27) to hand the Oakleaf Knights 
their last defeat of the regular season, the 
Knights loaded up and headed back to the 
Bartram Trail High School Bear Den for a 
second shot to extend their post season. 

From a simple bus ride across the St. 
John’s river, nothing would go right for the 
Knights all evening as Bartram Trail de-
throttled the high-octane Knights’ offense 
to the tune of a 51-7 loss to end the sea-
son. 

“We were behind two accidents and 
got here an hour after we wanted, then 
it started raining during warm ups,” said 
Oakleaf Head Coach Frank Garis. “I think 

we just rode the emotional wave too much 
instead of calming down and making plays. 
Once adversity struck, it was like a tidal 
wave.” 

The Knights had a chance to draw first 
blood starting on their 20 yard line, but a 
third down strip sack of quarterback Wal-
ter Simmons turned into seven quick points 
for the Bears. 

On the next Oakleaf series, Garis, fac-
ing a fourth and one, pulled the trigger and 
attempted to make the first down only to 
have the Bears’ defensive discipline, first, 
not get pulled offsides, and, second, the of-
fense not able to move the aforementioned 
one yard.

“We had everything we like on that play. 
It just didn’t work out the way we wanted it 

Bartram Trail’s early blasts
ends Oakleaf’s season

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA

Oakleaf High wide receiver Terrance Anthony, in white, has a Bartram Trail defender all up 
in his face defending an end zone pass in the Knights’ 51-7 region 1-8A semifinal loss Friday 
night. To the right is Clay Today sports photographer Don Long. 

SEE OAKLEAF, 38
By Mike Zima
Correspondent

ORANGE PARK – Two touchdowns by 
De’Andre Robinson and 110 rushing 
yards from Jojo Restall were not enough 
to overcome Menendez’s multi-faceted 
ground game as Orange Park fell 41-24 
in a Region 2-5A quarterfinal on Fri., 
Nov. 20, ending the Raiders’ turnaround 
season.

“We struggled to stop the run all 
year,” said Orange Park head coach Tom 
MacPherson, whose Raiders surren-
dered 493 rushing yards. “We are not 
very big up front.”

The teams combined for 42 points in 
a wild first quarter. In a sign of things 
to come, Menendez quarterback King 
Benford raced 79 yards for a touchdown 
on the second play from scrimmage. 

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY JAMES GILBERT

Orange Park High kickoff return 
specialist Deandre Robinson breaks away 
for 90 yard touchdown scamper in first 
quarter in Raiders dramatic 41-24 loss in 
their region 2-5A semifinal on Friday to 
Menendez. 

Raiders’ battle 
ends short

SEE RAIDERS, 36
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ISLAND REALTY, INC
667 Kingsley Ave.

Orange Park

For information call (904) 215-2910

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!  

All of us at
Island Realty, Inc.
are thankful for the 
trust and confidence 

you have in us!

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

MIDDLEBURG - Fleming Island, Clay and 
Orange Park high school football has had 
one common thread the past decade or 
so when it comes to offense and that is, 
if Ryan Wolfe is the offensive coach, those 
teams scored points. 

Fleming Island High offensive coor-
dinator Ryan Wolfe, now set to direct the 
Golden Eagles offense in a region cham-
pionships on Friday against a surpris-
ingly late-blooming Atlantic Coast High 
Team, has been given the head coach job 
at Middleburg High School. Wolfe will re-
place long time coach and former Bronco 
player Karl Smeltzer, who finished winless 
this season. 

“I’m excited about the opportunity and 
they reached out to me,” said Wolfe. “Mid-
dleburg is a tough, resilient group that al-
ways plays hard and we are going to build 
on that.”

For Wolfe, who has two crazy games 
on his 18-year resume that have produced 
legacy status to his resume; one, a 74-73 
still standing record of points scored in a 
game in a Clay High 2013 region semifinal 
match against Bishop Kenny. 

“That was all regulation time, no over-
time,” said Wolfe. “I remember telling 
coach Stilianou, then Clay High defensive 
coach, to just make one more stop. The 
next game, we won 9-7 on a last second 
pass in the end zone.”

The second was again a Clay playoff 
game; a record breaking rushing night for 
Clay High running back Bilal Ally, who 
rushed for 496 yards with six touchdowns; 
one a kickoff return, that still stands and 
also just missed the overall state rush 
record of Derrick Henry, 510 yards, set 
during a regular season game. Clay beat 
North Marion that game, in 2015, 65-58.

Wolfe’s resume includes top five ranked 
offenses in Florida; including one year 
with a 15th nationally ranked. Wolfe was 
part of Clay’s state final game in 2014. 

Stilianou reveled in his introduction 
Wolfe to the next Bronco team in Thurs-
day’s meeting.

“His work level and his ability to get 
kids in college makes you want to work 
hard for him,” said Stilianou, who was on 
the Clay coaching staff with Wolfe during 
a 10-year long playoff string under then 
head coach Joshua Hoekstra.

Wolfe credits a lot of people with his 
inate ability to adjust in the halftime break 
to exploit in the second half.

“It’s all preparation,” said Wolfe. “If 
you study really hard for the test, then the 
test is not that hard. You just got to know 
what you can do and what you can fix.”

Wolfe named a long list of area coach-
es; Matt Toblin, Joshua Hoekstra, Dame-
nyum Springs, Frank Garis, Neal and 
Derek Chipoletti, Danny Green among the 

Wolfe gets the keys 
to the Bronco Nation

coaches who have added knowledge to his 
repertoire.

“I’ve been with so many great coaches, 
including Jay Stilianou (the athletic direc-
tor at Middleburg and a former Clay High 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Fleming Island High offensive coordinator 
Ryan Wolfe, also a coach for Clay and Orange 
Park high schools in the past 18 years, will 
take over the Middleburg High Broncos 
football team in 2021. 

SEE WOLFE, 41

SOCCER ACTION 

St. Johns Country Day School midfielder Paige Crews powers ball ahead in Spartans 
2-1 win over defending Class 7A champion Bartram Trail on Thursday. 

Left: St. Johns coach Mike Pickett implores his Lady Spartans to maintain the plan as 
St. Johns defeats Class 7A champion Bartram Trail 2-1 on Thursday in a scoreless 0-0 
second half. Right: St.Johns Country Day School senior Maddie Moody executes 
her specialty with a throw-in to start at Spartan play.

Left: Ridgeview High’s Nick Clark, left, and Jacob Streicher set up defense in Panthers 
6-0 win over Baker County. Right: Clay High striker Ryan Borsheim bends free kick 
around and over St. Johns Country Day School wall for game-tying goal of 2-2 contest 
at St. Johns.

Fleming Island High goalie Keegan French peeks around his defensive wall to see kick 
coming in Golden Eagles 3-0 loss to Mandarin on Thursday. 



36 CLAY TODAY • November 26, 2020 CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM

THE 

  CULVER’S®

 DELUXE

© 2016 Culver Franchising System, Inc. 12/16 

1116_GEN000_General Ads-H.indd   1 12/30/16   1:29 PM

The Culver’s Deluxe ButterBurger®

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

Based on purchase at regular menu price. Please no substitutions. 
Not valid with any other offer. Value 1/200 cent. Limit one coupon per 
person per visit. Valid only at participating Culver’s® restaurants.

Culver’s of Middleburg
1767 Blanding Blvd
Middleburg, FL 32068
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718-01/20
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Dana & Chris & Heiser

904-373-4414
basketlife.com

Reach New Homeowners

Exclusively

Looking to make  
New Buying Loyalties!

Basket Life is a local, family-owned Clay County 
business. We deliver sponsored housewarming 
baskets filled with gifts and information from local 
businesses to people who purchase a home nearby.

ford, who gained 218 yards on 28 carries, 
had scoring runs of eight and 21 yards on 
the next two Falcons possessions, and to-
taled four scores on the night.

But the Raiders kept pace. Robinson 
took a kickoff on the left hash mark, started 
up the middle, cut to his right and, hurdling 
a diving tackle attempt by Menendez kicker 
Bryce Addison, went 90 yards to the goal 
line after the first Falcons touchdown.

Two plays after he converted a fourth 
down with a four yard gain, Restall took a 
handoff off right tackle, bounced it outside 
and ran 19 yards to the end zone to bring 
the Raiders within 21-14. On their next 
possession, three Robinson runs covered 
the final 30 yards of an 80 yard drive as 
Orange Park tied the game at 21.

Christian Bartley’s 34 yard field goal 
accounted for the only points of the second 
quarter, sending Orange Park into the in-

Raiders
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termission with a 24-21 lead.
Then came the critical sequence. The 

Raiders took the second half kickoff and 
mixed in a couple of Tavien Wilkerson 
passes with runs by Restall to reach the 
Menendez eight yard line. But Falcons 
freshman safety Julian Quintero cut in 
front of a Tyrone Roberts slant route and 
intercepted Wilkerson’s next pass in the 
end zone. Taking over after the touchback, 
Benford capped an 80 yard march with his 
fourth touchdown of the night. Instead of 
a two-score lead, the Raiders found them-
selves down 28-24, and would not score 
again.

“The interception was a big momen-
tum swing, but the bigger thing was letting 
them come out and go on an 80 yard drive,” 
said MacPherson, who noted that the Raid-
ers had held the Falcons scoreless in the 
second quarter.

Menendez slot man Tabias Brown took 
a jet sweep 63 yards for a score later in 
the third quarter, and essentially iced the 
game with a touchdown run from eight 
yards out with 7:15 remaining in the 

fourth quarter.
“When we get down, we tend to stay 

down,” said MacPherson, who vowed to 
work on the Raiders’ mental toughness in 
the offseason.

The Falcons left the door open for a 
miracle when a punt snap flew over the 
head of Addison, who had to fall on the ball 
at the Falcons eight yard line. However, af-
ter a holding penalty set the Raiders back 
10 yards, Wilkerson’s fourth down pass 
fell short of Cam Griffieth in the end zone. 
Menendez ran out the final 2:34.

“If we had gone up 10 [at the beginning 
of the third quarter], maybe they could 
not have run the ball 50 times in a row,” 
MacPherson observed.

Indeed, on a rainy night, the Falcons 
ran the ball 71 times, throwing only two 

passes. Running back Duane Graham com-
plemented Benford with 179 yards on 32 
carries.

After starting 0-4, the Raiders won four 
of their final six games, with both losses 
coming against Menendez. MacPherson is 
optimistic for 2021, and welcomes the op-
portunities that will be provided by a full 
off-season of conditioning and weightlift-
ing. Wilkerson and Restall will be back, 
along with Griffieth and sophomore receiv-
er Nolan Chambers.

“There is no doubt we made huge 
strides,” he said. “We have a good nucleus 
coming back next year, and I have got some 
really good [assistant] coaches.”

Menendez improves to 5-5, and will 
travel to Dunnellon for a Region 2-5A semi-
final on Friday, November 27.

By Ray DiMonda
Correspondent

STARKE - Coming in to tonight’s game 
against the Bradford Tornadoes, the Key-
stone Indians had several cards stacked 
against them. The Tornadoes owned the 
Indians on opening night, 26-0. That was 
what seems like forever ago. The Indians 
traveled to Bradford with the road crew in 
tow to prove this is a different Team. “If 
we want to win tonight, we’ll have to put 
the ball in the air 10-15 times” said second 
year Quarterbacks Coach Ken Mudge. The 
Indians went to the air 27 times, their two 
scores were passes, and the Indians played 
the statement game of the season. Key-
stone Quarterback Gage Stevens set a sea-
son record 11 completions on 27 attempts, 
two touchdown passes, three sacks, and 
one interception. In the end, the Tornadoes 
just had too many weapons for the Indians 
to answer to as Keystone fell short 40-14. 
“That score is in no way indicative of the 
game these kids played” said Indians Head 
Coach Chuck Dickinson. “Our kids battled. 
We just gave up some big plays.”

The Indians pulled out all the stops 
from the opening, winning the toss and 

taking the ball. Starting at their 32, they 
marched down the field for half the quar-
ter when Stevens was sacked on a third 
down pass attempt. The Indians had to 
punt away their opening shot, but not be-
fore they showed the Tornadoes some new 
tricks. The teams volleyed possessions as 
Bradford drive would end the quarter with 
the scoreboard blank.

As the drive continued, a penalty had 
Bradford looking at 4th and 10 yards to 
go. Dickinson called a timeout to ready his 

team when Bradford showed no interest in 
punting. “We had our chances” said Dick-
inson. As play resumed, Bradford not only 
went for a first down, but heaved the ball 
30 yards into the endzone. The defense had 
the coverage, but was a step behind, allow-
ing Bradford to go up 6-0 after a missed 
two-point attempt. All evening, Bradford 
never kicked an extra point, nor punted. 
On the kickoff, Colton Tibbitts ran the ball 
back to mid-field to set the Indians up 
for their drive. Keystone continued their 

trademark smashmouth inside run game, 
but with more passing mixed in. The drive 
stalled and both teams would have another 
drive before half with no success. Keystone 
took some energy into the half with anoth-
er forth down stop, only down 6-0.

Keystone laughed at Friday the 13th 
luck as they pulled a rabbit out of their hat 
on the third quarter kickoff, hitting a sky-
high pop-up kick that Bradford watched 
hit the ground. The Indians attacked and 
recovered to set up another offensive 
drive. On an inside screen, Stevens found 
Tibbetts to get the ball to the 7 yard line. 
After a Tibbetts first and goal run, Stevens 
passed to Tibbetts in the endzone to go up 
7-6 after another perfect Ian Schofield 
point after kick. The euphoria was not long 
lasted as the kickoff was called to go deep, 
but in the corner. Schofield’s kick stayed in 
the center of the field and Bradford took 
full advantage, running it out deep into In-
dian territory. Needing only five plays, the 
Tornadoes found the back corner of the en-
dzone wide open to go up 12-7 at 7:41 left 
until half. The Indians would go three and 
out on their counter. Bradford would find 
paydirt with 2:06 left in the third moving 

Indians season over; 11 passes, 2TDS for Stevens

SEE INDIANS, 38
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DRIVING THE FUTURE
The transportation services that support our nation’s
education system are essential to our society. 
Are you ready to join our team?

STARTING WAGE $15/HOUR
PAID TRAINING PROGRAM
FLEXIBLE, PART-TIME HOURS
PPE PROVIDED

                          SCHOOL BUS DRIVERSNOW HIRING 
ESSENTIAL. FRONTLINE.

APPLY ONLINE TODAY!
Drive4Jax.ridesta.com

In order to protect the health of our workforce and facilities, we are respectfully following the safety
guidelines recommended by the CDC. Social distancing will be observed and face coverings are required

on the premises of our operations. If you do not have a face covering, one will be provided for you.

SIGN-ON

BONUS!

Ask about our

Visit our showroom for the best selection, prices & customer service!

FREE ESTIMATES

Mon-Fri 9-6pm | Sat. 9-4 pm
Sun 12-4 pm

1988 Wells Road Orange Park, FL 32073 | 904-272-8430

www.CarpetMan.biz 

Well Road - Orange Park - 904-272-8430

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

ORANGE PARK - Former Ridgeview High 
sports star Charles Gilbert, notably one of 
the fastest wide receivers to play in Clay 
County football, was feted Friday night 
as the honorary coin toss guy at the Pan-
thers dramatic come-from-behind playoff 
win over a rugged Tavares High School 
team at Ridgeview High School. Gilbert, a 
2006 football standout for the Panthers, 
was named the first inductee into the Rid-
geview Football Hall of Fame. 

“It’s kind of cool to be here on the home 
field to watch a playoff game,” said Gilbert, 
now 33, married to Ashley with two chil-
dren, Kimara, 8 months old, and Naomi, 7, 
and runs operations for the Department of 
Juvenile Justice. “I have had some pretty 
good games out here back in the day. It’s a 
great honor to be the first one here having 
been the first NFL player from here.”

Gilbert, a 2006 Ridgeview High gradu-
ate and a lightning fast offensive weapon 
under then coach Tom Macpherson, who is 
now at Orange Park High, finished his sea-
son senior with 20 touchdowns with most 
from passer Joe Everett. 

“Joe was a big ball player, went to Ball 
State and did his thing there,” said Gilbert. 
“He and I had the nine route as our go-

to play. He’d peek over, tap his head and 
then just throw it up for me to chase it. We 
called it Florida, a fade route.”

Gilbert also has his name on the Rid-
geview High track and field record board 
in the 100 meters and was a part of three 
consecutive basketball district titles. 

“I’m on the board over there,” said Gil-
bert, who caught 88 passes for over 1600 
yards while at Ridgeview with 20 scores. “I 
ran the 400 once in college, I think a 47, 
but the 100 was my event and set a school 
record of 10.48.”

Gilbert later attended Concordia Uni-
versity-

St. Paul in NCAA Division II where 
he led the nation in averaging nearly 30 
yards per kickoff return while earning All-
America honors. Gilbert’s 10.48 100 speed 
translated to a nation leading 4.26 40 yard 
split performed for NFL scouts.

In his two seasons at Concordia, Gilbert 
had 43 catches with 11 scores in 2010 and 
46 catches for 1,068 yards with 14 touch-
downs. Gilbert’s longest touchdown pass 
was a 77 yarder in 2011 against Minot 
State.

“I loved the kickoff because my first 
experience in a Concordia uniform was a 
kickoff return against Minot that I returned 
85 yards,” said Gilbert. “Kickoffs are great 

Ridgeview High names Charles 
Gilbert first Football Hall of Famer

because you are sitting back there and, 
knowing I had speed, I would find the seam 
and just go.”

From Concordia, Gilbert got an invite 
to the 2012 Jacksonville Jaguars sum-
mer workouts and performed admirably 
with his combination of speed, hands and 
route running. Gilbert had a brief stint 
with the St. Louis Rams also in the NFL, 
was released and finished his career with 
the Jacksonville Sharks where Gilbert was 
instrumental in the Sharks Arena Bowl 
National Championship final with two key 
catches late in the game. 

Gilbert recalled is best game was a 
West Nassau contest that he caught six 
balls for over 200 yards and three scores.

“The longest was a 75 yarder against 
West Nassau,” said Gilbert. “I was double 
and triple team covered most times once 
they figured I could run and go. That’s 
when Joe when do his thing and take the 
ball downfield. They couldn’t cover both of 
us.”

Gilbert remembered a game against 
Clay that he talks most about in conversa-
tions with friends.

“They had a guy at defensive back 
named Tommy that was doing a lot of talk-
ing before the game,”said Gilbert. “Fourth 
play of the game, I returned a punt return 
for a score and I had a diving catch in the 
end zone against him.”

Not all of Gilbert’s memories were 
touchdowns and he remembered the night-
mare pass that still haunts his football talk.

“I was wide open in the middle of the 
field against Lee High School on the first 
play of the game and I dropped a post 
corner,” said Gilbert. “I came back to the 
huddle and Joe said we were good and he 
kept coming to me. We won 48-6.”

In the NFL, Gilbert remembered his 
first time in an NFL stadium in a Jaguar 
uniform guys like Justin Blackmon. 

“I ended my career with a torn PCL, the 
tendon that holds you knee cap together,” 
said Gilbert. “I’m down to a 4.8 40 now.”

Gilbert recalled that his path to the 
NFL may have been different had he took 
his studies a little more seriously.

“If I would have focused on school, 
taken the JUCO route and go Division I 
from there, I may have fared better,” said 
Gilbert. “I first went to Western Carolina, 
but my grades didn’t fall through. Lucky 
for me, the head coach there married the 
daughter of the Concordia coach.”

At Concordia, Gilbert’s best game was 
a six catch game for 190 yards and three 
scores.

His NFL heroes were Hall of Fame wide 
receivers Randy Moss and Chris Carter; 
both Minnesota Vikings players.

Gilbert’s parents are Charles and Dolo-
res Gilbert of Green Cove Springs. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Former Ridgeview High football, track and basketball standout Charles Gilbert, Jr., left, stands 
with Ridgeview High defensive tackle and captain Derek Mosley for coin toss of Panther’s 
playoff game against Tavares last week. Gilbert was first inductee into Ridgeview Football Hall 
of Fame. 

Friends and family of Charles Gilbert, Jr., came out to celebrate the induction of Gilbert into the 
Ridgeview High football Hall of Fame. 
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Clay, 9-1 with the win, advances to the re-
gion final to face Ocala Vanguard, 7-1, who 
dismantled Ridgeview High by the same 
35-0 score. Clay will travel to Ocala for the 
Friday final.

Ocala, 9-3 last year, lost 37-14 in the 
region 1-5A final to Orlando Jones, the 
eventual state runnerup to Miami North-
western. Vanguard lost in the 2018 and 
2017 region 1-6A final to Tampa Armwood, 
also the state runnerup both years.

One player who has been instrumental 
in the turnaround from a 1-9 season last 
year to a region final in a week, senior line-
backer Tristan Keith.

“It’s great, last year was a rough start 
and ending,” said Keith. “Coach Kennard 
came in and we saw what he wanted to do 
with the program. He changed the whole 
image of the team. He put a motive into the 
team that we are going to do our thing and 
we are going to win. Even the young guys at 
the end played Blue Devil football.”

In the third period, with a running clock 

Clay 
from page 33

and Clay coach Kyle Kennard installing his 
bench, Atlantic’s lone drive to the Clay red 
zone got zipped by a Brandon Kuhn inter-
ception at the four yard line that he re-
turned to midfield.

In the final period, Clay got a fumble re-

Clay High defenders Jamal Pierre, left, and 
Valdez Seymour smother Atlantic High ball 
carrier.

to,” said Garis.”We’re always going to play 
aggressive.” 

From the 30, Bartram Trail used four 
plays capped with Bear senior quarterback 
Santino Marucci going 17 yards, quickly 
putting the Knights down 14-0. “Look- that 
play put us down 14-0, I get it. But we are 
who we are,” said Garis. “We have to make 
splash plays and feed off that momentum.” 

All night, Bear’s kicker David Kemp, 
who put the nail in the coffin of the previ-
ous Bears win with a 54 yarder, would not 
miss any attempt, and unpenalized kickoffs 
went out the back of the endzone every 
time, denying any Knight return. From the 
20, the Knights tried to get the momentum 
train out of the station. Just as running 
back Devin Outlaw pounded the rock, and 
Terrance Anthony woke up the hands to get 
the team moving downfield, Simmons was 
again strip-sacked at 6:25.  From Oakleaf’s 
42, Bartram would have their drive stalled 
by an awakening Knight Defense, and settle 
for a field goal. 

“We finally calmed down, but it was al-

Oakleaf
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ready 17-0 at that point,” said Garis. “We 
just have to make the adjustments faster. 
We have to be ready to go sooner.” 

On the second quarter opening drive, 
Oakleaf overcame a penalty on first and 21 
to keep the drive alive. From 24 yards out, 
Simmons found Terrance Anthony in the 
corner, heavily covered by a Bears defend-
er, but needed to make something happen. 
Anthony went up, brought the ball down 

with one hand, and cradled it in to get the 
Knights on the board at 9:28, 17-7. 

After trading punts, Bartram drove 79 
yards, capped by a Marucci 16 yard keeper 
up the middle to go up 24-7. Oakleaf, look-
ing for some magic going into the half, 
drove from their 20 to the 40, and faced a 
fourth down with under a minute to play. 
The Knights attempted a fourth and four 
fake punt which was read perfectly by the 

Bears. Taking over with :21 seconds, the 
Bears went deep, but this time the Knight’s 
defense were all over it. As Larry Smith 
went up for the ball, it went right through 
his hands and into the Bears for a 31-7 lead.

With the Knights kicking to start the 
3rd quarter, Garris called up an onside 
kick which looked perfectly executed, until 
a penalty flag said otherwise. The Knights 
didn’t let the ball travel 10 yards before 
touching it. Bartram’s AJ Jones didn’t do 
anything the alleviate the sting as he used 
a single play to go paydirt from mid-field, 
38-7. After an Oakleaf failed drive and punt, 
the Knight defense held their own to limit 
Bartram to a 44 yard field goal, 41-7. On the 
return drive, Simmons was picked off which 
led to another Bartram field goal, this time 
from 43 yards, 44-7. Drew Ammon came in 
for Simmons and was baptized by fire as his 
first pass was picked off. The Bears took the 
turnover in to finish the night 51-7. 

“We just came out flat on both sides 
of the ball and that’s on me,” said Garis. 
“That’s my fault. The kids fought their tails 
off. They gave us everything we asked from 
them. It’s not the result we wanted”

Oakleaf High defenders Chrystian Sellers, Isaac Bostic and Jordan Mitchell reach to try and 
block field goal attempt by Bartram Trail. 

covery off a hit by Hunter Huckleberry that 
Garrett Tyre picked up. 

Against Atlantic, on their first posses-
sion, after linebacker Izaiah Butler re-
covered a tricky onsides kick by Atlantic, 
Al’Querious Ray took two snaps before 
rumbling 50 yards to paydirt only to have a 
penalty flag return the offense to the field.

A quick pass to Reed Waugh from quar-
terback Tre Griner set the Clay offense at 
second down where Ray blasted from 34 
yards out for his first score, but a flag put 
the Blue Devils back with second down and 
16 at the 29 yard line. On second and 11, 
at the 23, Ray punched in for 10 for a third 
and four for Clay at the 15.

From there, Waugh snagged his score on 
a slant and run at 8:46.

After a defensive stop by the Clay de-
fense, it took Ray one snap to go 50 yards 
for his second score of the night with this 
one seeing no penalty flags.

Up 14-0 with 6:44 still in the first quar-
ter, the rain stopped, but not the Clay push 
to end the game quickly.

Clay defensive tackle Valdez Seymour 
got his first quarterback hurry of the night 

to thwart any Atlantic offense to put Atlan-
tic at third and 10 at their own 25. A pass 
through the hands of Clay defender Kayden 
Rossow got Atlantic into Clay territory, but 
Seymour and Jamal Pierre swallowed a run 
attempt for a loss for a third down with a 
Butler rush getting an incomplete pass. 
Butler and Blake Thompson crushed a run 
play on fourth down to give Clay the ball on 
downs. On second and 10, Griner gave Ray 
another shot from midfield that got a 40 
yard run to the 22 yard line of Atlantic with 
the rain forcing a slip and fall.

Griner rolled right, spun left and spot-
ted D’Maurion Frazier downfield for a first 
down at the nine yard line for a first down.

With 2:50 still in the first quarter, Ray 
blasted behind tight end Leo Garcia for the 
score for a 21-0 score.

Clay’s final salvo came on a deep punt 
from Atlantic that returner Jarvis Lee 
scooped up on the run at midfield and 
found open pasture on the Clay sideline and 
blocker Gavin Rossow to cruise 54 yards to 
paydirt. 

Clay’s final score was a pass from 
Jayden Jenkins to Frazier. 

the score to 18-7. On the Indian drive, Ste-
vens attempted another pass, then tucked 
the ball and ran. On the tackle he was face 
masked. The motivation showed as Stevens 
faced a 4th down with 5 yards to go. He 
looked to pass, had no one open and tucked 
the ball around the right end. With three 
Bradford players on his back, he refused 
to go down until he cleared the marker 
for the first down. The electric continued 
as the fourth quarter started and Stevens 
went 31 yards in the air to find Conner Guy 

Indians 
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in the endzone, 18-14. Keystone had one 
more stroke of luck as an on-sides kick at-
tempt bounced off a Bradford player and 
was recovered by Keystone. The drive fiz-
zled out and Keystone punted. The Tornado 
drive scored, 26-14, and then the heart-
breaker came. On the Keystone drive, on 
first down Stevens was picked off by 6’ 2” 
Free Safety Dontae Balfore on the 3 yard 
line, then went 97 yards for a pick-6, 32-
14. Keystone would drive to the Bradford 
43, only to turn the ball over on downs, 
then have the Tornadoes score in one play 
on a fake sweep quarterback keeper, 40-
14.

Is this passing game something we 
could see next year? “We have to have 
people who can catch it. 2010-2012 we 
passed 10-15 times a game. Coach Mudge 
added to his Head Coach “We have a young 
guy coming up in Freshman Conner Guy 
(who saw some action when Stevens went 
out several plays tonight.) It’s possible, 
as we get confidence in him just like we 
did with Gage this year, yea, we’ll throw 
it.” When asked about getting some hands 
on the team from the Basketball crowd, 
Mudge laughed, “I have two of our players 
out here now, including our starting Point 
Guard who never played football before, 
and, I’m a Basketball Coach as well.”

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY RAY DIMONDA

Keystone Heights High quarterback Gage 
Stevens opened up the Indians offense with 
11 touchdown passes in 2020.
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By Ray DiMonda
Correspondent

LAKE ASBURY - St. Johns Country Day 
School junior cross country runner Mat-
thew Stratton, fresh off a third place fin-
ish in the Class 1A cross country cham-
pionship race last week in Tallahassee in 
about 16 minutes, cruised to a near two 
minute win at the Florida Striders Hog Jog 
5K cross country race at Ronnie Van Zant 
Park on Saturday.

Stratton, who won in 18:29, finished 
nearly two minutes up on runner Justin 
Holstein, 35, who crossed the finish line in 
20:12. 

Third place was overall female cham-
pion Shelly Allen, 57, who had to battle 
with Clay High freshman Savannah Hill, 
her also fresh off a Class 2A cross coun-
try championship race last week, with Al-
len edging Hill by 11 seconds with a 21:35 
split. Hill finished in 21:44, but led for part 
of the race. 

Allen is a top world ranked masters 
runner mainly on the track and was nurs-
ing a minor injury en route to her return to 
the track.

Stratton, Allen 
take Hog Jog titles

CORRESPONDENT PHOTOS BY RAY DIMONDA

Runners take off for the Florida Striders Hog Jog 5K held Saturday at Ronnie Van Zant Park. 

Masters runner Shelly Allen battled with Clay 
High state cross country athlete Savannah 
Hill for close win.

Third male was Wlliam Sanders, 36, in 
22:12 with the third female Stratton’s little 
sister, Rebecca, also a St. Johns runner, in 
22:56. 

There were 77 finishers in the annual 
event.

St. Johns Country Day School eighth grader Rebecca Stratton finished third female here duel-
ing with 11-13er Ray Gottschalk at the finish line.

St. Johns County Day School junior cross 
country runner Matthew Stratton, just
recently third in Class 1A, cruised 
to the Hog Jog 5K title. 
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In the first possession of the game, Title-
town stopped Rapoza on a fourth down 
scramble to gain possession in Fleming Is-
land territory at the Dreadnaught 35.

With Titletown utilizing a backfield of 
massively big running backs, the Dread-
naught defense would be tested all night in 
a battle of wills at the line of scrimmage.

On the defensive line, Connor McKay, 
Brody Richmond, Carey and Ronald Goble 
kept crashing the line to try and stop the 
Titletown offense.

On a first series reverse attempt, Ty 
Riban sniffed out the trick play to put Title-
town at second and 20 to go. 

Titletown put up a four receivers left 
formation on seocnd and 20, but Danker 
smashed in for a sack to make it third and 
20.

On the run, Titletown got a lofted bal-
loon pass that found a receiver running 

Dreadnaughts
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shoulder to shoulder with Rapoza for a 45 
yard score.

McKay would blast through to crush the 
point after kick to leave the score at 6-0. 

After exchanging possessions, Title-
town would hold a first down at their own 
34 yard line with eight minutes left to half-
time.

Again, the Dreadnaughts defense, led 
by Asa Willard on this series, got a sack 
and a tackle for loss to push the Titans 
backward.

Again, Titletown went deep and found 
the same receiver, this time with Dread-
naught defender Tristan Stevenson in near 
perfect position. Despite Stevenson’s best 
efforts, the play was successful to score 
the game 12-0.

Fleming Island continued to struggle to 
move against the Titans defense with the 
Titans adding one more score to go to half-
time up 18-0. 

Still 18-0 after the third quarter, Flem-
ing Island kept throwing doses of off tackle 
runs by Danker to try and puncture the Ti-

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Fleming Island Dreadnaught linebacker Tristan Stevenson tracks down Titletown Titan 
quarterback on sweep. 

Fleming Island defensive end Conner McKay jumped on a loose ball late in the fourth quarter 
for a key stop for Dreadnaughts. 

Dreadnaught coach Mike Kenny gets some encouragement to his team after fourth quarter 
touchdown. 

tans defense.
On a key drive in the fourth, Danker 

stood in shotgun as quarterback and threw 
a snap slant route to Rapoza who snared 
the ball and sprinted for the 15 yard gain 
that was aided on the next snap with an 
offsides five yard gain.

Kenny, urging time management on his 
offense, kept the pace fast on a third and 
one, only to have Rapoza miss on a pass 
attempt.

With seven minutes left, on fourth down 
now, a swing pass to Danker fell to the 
ground to stall the drive.

Titletown got the ball and attempted to 
run the clock down with dives off tackle as 
the clock ticked at 6:23 to go.

On fourth and 10, after a hard stop by 
Riban, Titletown went with a quick kick 
punt to put Fleming Island at their own 
Vaydin Burke caught the kick at the 43 yard 
line with 5:23 to go.

Calling for the “Fridge”, Carey blasted 
on first down for 15 yards with five add-
ed on the next first down with offsides as 

Fleming Island started at the Titletown 38 
with another first down.

Rapoza swept right and gained another 
15 for a horse collar tackle to keep the 
Dreadnaughts moving.

First down and at the 20, Kenny sent 
Stevenson off the left corner for a 17 yard 
gain to the three.

At 3:39, with the Titans having not giv-
en up a score all season, Fleming Island 
seemed determined to make a statement to 
end the game.

On second down, Rapoza punched in off 
right tackle at 2:59 for the only score for 
the Dreadnaughts. 

Danker was short on the point after at-
tempt.

Titletown started at first and 15 after a 
12 men on the field flag as a rejuvenated 
Fleming Island defense crashed in with 
Stevenson blasting in for a sack. Stevenson 
was flagged for a facemask on the play to 
put Titletown at the Fleming Island 40.

Titletown took knees to end the game.
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football coach),” said Wolfe. “Just being 
around them has helped me to get here.”

Strategically, Wolfe has been instru-
mental in a handful of successful players 
at the quarterback position; most notably 
Fleming Island High’s Dean Hyams, who 
played four years with one undefeated 
season and three region playoff runs. 

At Middleburg, Wolfe liked senior to be 
Luke Padgett style of being able to throw, 
run and be tough in the trenches as a start 
point for molding his offense next year.

“Luke is going to fit right in with what 
we are trying to do offense; we try to run 
and throw  and try to be balances,” said 
Wolfe. 

Wolfe, who left for one year to coach at 
Creeksie High, returned to be a part of the 
football community in Clay County.

“I left for one year and it’s the kids in 
the county that work hard, are talented 
and they are pretty talented,” said Wolfe. 
“I like the Clay County kids.”

One of Wolfe’s best success stories is 
former Clay High offensive lineman Zach 
Baker.

“He was at Bannerman as a middle 
school kid, worked his butt off to be one 
of the best offensive lineman at Clay, then 
at Duke University and he just finished his 
degree in business,” said Wolfe. 

Wolfe, with wife Laura, a teacher at 
Orange Park High School, and son, Owen, 
8, and a next quarterback prodigy for Clay 
County, credited them with giving him the 
support to get to a high school head coach 
selection. 

“Owen has been waiting a long time for 
this,” said Wolfe, who tearfully thanked 
his wife also after his introduction.
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For more information visit wjct.org

GREAT PERFORMANCES: LEA SALONGA IN CONCERT
FRIDAY AT 9PM on WJCT-TV 7.1 (COMCAST 440)

Tony Award-winner Lea Salonga performs the beloved songs she 
made famous throughout her Broadway career, as well as her signa-

ture songs from the animated movie blockbusters “Aladdin” 
and “Mulan” from the Sydney Opera House. wjct.org/donate

DOLLY PARTON: I WILL ALWAYS LOVE YOU
SATURDAY AT 8PM on WJCT-TV 7.1 (COMCAST 440)

Celebrate the beloved singer-songwriter’s career from her early days 
to her success as a crossover pop superstar. Performances include 

“Coat of Many Colors,” “Here You Come Again,” “Islands In The Stream” 
(with Kenny Rogers) and “9 To 5.” wjct.org/donate

At a recent ISL meet in Hungary, Dressel 
set two new world records with a 20.16 
split that beat his previous record of 20.24. 

In the same meet, Dressel swam the 
100 meter butterfly in 47.78 seconds to be 
the first swimmer ever under 48 seconds. 
The previous record was 48.08 by Olym-
pic gold medalist Chad LeClos. LeClos 
was second in the record breaking race in 
48.45. 

Dressel, 24, and a 10-time NCAA cham-
pion for University of Florida, holds three 
world records after a third record; in the 
100 meter individual medley in 49.28, ear-
lier this season. The 100 meter individual 
medley is a rarely swum event with Dres-
sel breaking the record previously held 

by Russia’s Vladimir Morozov in 2018 of 
50.26 with a first-ever under 50 seconds 
49.88 earlier this season.

Dressel was denied the 2020 Tokyo 
Summer Games; postponed to 2021 after 
winning seven gold medals at the 2017 
World Championships. 

The International Swimming League is 
a global, 10-team swimming league that 
holds men’s and women’s competitions 
over five regular season events and a semi-
final and final.

One significant difference with interna-
tional competition is that ISL events are 
held in 25 meter pools with extra turns. 
Olympic and international events are held 
in 50 meter pools.

Dressel, twice an Olympic gold medal-
ist, is among a handful of Olympic stars 
competing in the ISL. 

Dressel
from page 33

The Jacksonville Jaguars scored first with a field goal, but that was the end of their scoring 
as the Pittsburgh Steelers won a 27-3 game in TIAA Bank Field Sunday afternoon. In action 
from bottom to top, linebacker Ross Matiscik flips Steeler running back Ray-Ray McCloud 
for a stop; Jaguars tackle Jawaan Taylor tangles with Steelers defensive end T.J. Watt, and, 
top, Steelers running back Justin Gilbert burrows in for late score. Jaguars fall to 
1-9 with the Steelers at 10-0. 
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YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**
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1-855-995-2490CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK GUARANTEED!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
844-334-8353

Off er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

Over $10K in debt? Be debt free in
24-48 months. Pay a fraction of what
you owe. A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief 1-855-959-7825

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer
or Mesothelioma? Exposed to As-
bestos Pre-1980 atWork or Navy?
You May Be Entitled to a Significant
Cash Award! Smoking HistoryOkay!
Call 1-888-789-0415

We have Clinics STATEWIDE.Medical
Marijuana Clinics, call today! Call
1-833-420-0421

The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs and
financial security. Have $10K In
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote:
Call 1-877-316-7129

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-855-457-9751

Health Service/
Medical

Attention all homeowners in jeopardy
of Foreclosure? We can help stop
your home from foreclosure. The
Foreclosure Defense helpline can
help save your home. The Call is

absolutely free.
1-844-250-5850

Financial
Service

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get
Fresh Start or Forgiveness Call
1-855-908-2440
Monday through Friday 7AM-5PM
PST

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

-

-

#6258

-

-

1-866-825-6523

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Financial
Service

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$1 .  1 wk, $2  2 wks,
$3 .  3 wks, $  4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$2  1 wk, $4  2 wks,
$  3 wks, $7  4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling Real
Estate or Advertise Your

Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $  Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $

Business
& Svc. Directory:
1.5” x 2” $ /4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $ /4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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TECHNICIANS NEEDED
Experience requested but not
required. Clean driving record

is A MUST!
Email resume to:

mantislawn@comcast.net

LIFETIME RESIDUAL INCOME
$500 to $5000+/Monthly! Perform-
ance based income from home
withfinancial trading and marketing
platforms. For access to private
Zoom meetings,call 334-430-7889 or
334-419-6902.

Help Wanted
Full-Time

EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

Stay in your home longer withan
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including
afree toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation! Call us
at1-877-583-3563 or visit www.walki
ntubquote.com/cpf

The Classifi eds
measuring up to your 
expectations one ad at a time.
Are you searching for a better job or a 
more reliable car? Have you outgrown your 
apartment? Are you looking to get rid of 
that old couch and chair sitting in your 
garage? Whether you’re buying or selling, the 
classifi eds has it all. From automobiles and 
employment to real estate and household 
goods, you’ll fi nd everything you need in the 
classifi eds. 

Put the classifi eds to work for you, and inch 
even closer to your goals.

3513 US Highway 17
Fleming Island, FL 32003

904.579.2154

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one
FREE! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Nearly invisible!
45-day money back guarantee!
855-501-9969

Medical Supplies

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-855-708-4101.
Special financing for qualified cus-
tomers.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for [350] proce-
dures. Call 1-833-424-6043 for
details. www.dental50plus.com/

Thinking about installing anew show-
er? American Standard makes it
easy. FREE design consultation.
Enjoyyour shower again! Call
1-844-230-0741 today to see how
you can save $1,000 oninstallation,
or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/fl
media

Thinking about installing anew
shower? American Standard
makes it easy. FREE design
consultation. Enjoyyour shower
again! Call 1-844-230-0741 today
to see how you can save $1,000
oninstallation, or visit www.news
howerdeal.com/flmedia

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

The Generac PWR cell, a solar plus
battery storagesystem. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outagesand power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down FinancingOption.
Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-855-706-0484

LOOK
READING
NEWSPAPERS
IS A QUEST
LIKE NO OTHER

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON
SITE provides FREE diagnosis RE-
MOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING
COVID19. No home visit necessary.
$40 OFF with coupon 86407! Restric-
tions apply. 1-855-993-4172)

Computers
& Equipment

Having men's health issues? Thanks to
science, ED can be optional. Try
HIMS. Connect with a medical
professional online. If approved, your
prescribed medication is delivered to
your door. FREE online visit
http://himsnow.com/fla

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution. Call
for your Free Author`s Guide
1-844-218-1247 or
visit http://dorranceinfo.com/florida

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

GENERAC Standby Generators.The
weather is increasingly unpredicta-
ble. Be prepared for power outages.
FREE7-year extended warranty ($695
value!) Schedule your FREE in-home
a s s e s s m e n t t o d a y .  C a l l
1-855-708-4101.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. Time-
share Cancellation Experts. Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free consultations.
Over 450 positive reviews. Call
844-405-1099

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE? Denied a
Loan Modification? Is the bank
threatening foreclosure? CALL Home-
owner's Relief Line now for Help
1-855-282-4732 Mon-Fri: 8:00 am to
8:00 pm Sat: 8:00 am to 1:00 pm (all
times Pacific)

Get Your Medical Marijuana Card.
Stop in for a sample of CBD
Bud.Stop taking dangerous pain and
Anxiety Pills with Toxic side effects
.1-833-420-0421

Need Help with Family Law? Can't
Afford a $5000 Retainer? https://www
.familycourtdirect.com/?network=1
Low Cost Legal Services - Pay As
You Go - As low as $750-$1500 - Get
L e g a l  H e l p  N o w !  C a l l
1-844-415-4092 Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages 50
to 80). No medical exam. Affordable
premiums never increase. Benefits
never decrease. Policy will only be
cancelled for non-payment. 1-
833-946-2478 (t)

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AU-
TO ACCIDENT? Let us fight for
you! Ournetwork has recovered
millions for clients! Call today for
a FREE consultation!1-866-384-
0971

Miscellaneous
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanceddebris
-blocking gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today.15% off Entire Purchase. 10%
Senior & Military Discounts.
Call1-866-287-4769

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AU-
TO ACCIDENT? Let us fight for you!
Ournetwork has recovered millions
for clients! Call today for a FREE
consultation!1-866-384-0971

Legal Service
CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars!
Junk, high-end, totaled it doesn't
matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too!
Call 1-833-238-0340

Autos For Sale

Become a Published Author. We want
to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920. Book manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed. Call for Free
Author`s Guide 1-844-218-1247.
http://dorranceinfo.com/florida BUY IT.

SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Classified ads are 
great for finding 

those perfect pets.

Classified ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

Classified ads 
can get you 
electronics.

Classified ads 
making finding a 
job practically no 

work at all.
No matter what it is, you can always buy it, sell it 

or find it with Classified ads. 
For information or to place an ad call 579-2154.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
877-354-1492 FREE Brochure.

Health Service/
Medical MiscellaneousTRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Notice is hereby given that the
following vehicles will be sold at
public auction pursuant to F.S.
713.585 on the sale dates at the
locations below at 9:00 a.m. to satisfy
labor and storage charges.
2015 Subaru
4S3BNAC65F3046155
Total Lien: $10415.57
Sale Date:12/14/2020

CANDIDATOS QUALIFICADOS PARA LA ELECCIÓN 
DE EL ESCAÑO #5 DEL AYUNTAMIENTO 

DE PENNEY FARMS, FLORIDA

Bajo las proviciones del Articulo III de las cartas del Pueblo, los 
habitantes de Penney Farms, Florida, por este medio son notificados 
que una elección se llevará a cabo el martes, diciembre 8 del 2020, 
entre las horas de 7:00 am y 7:00 pm en el Ayuntamiento del pueblo, 
localizado en 4100 Clark Avenue, Penney Farms, Florida. El propósito de 
esta elección es para lleñar la vacante del escaño #5 del Ayuntamiento. 
El candidato elegido tomará posesión durante la primera reunión 
regular o la pimera reunión especial del Ayuntamiento en enero 2021.
Los candidatos son:

• Paul E. Sabin – Escaño #5 (Término 4 años)
• Lloyd W. Hogan – Escaño #5 (Término 4 años)

Para más información llame al ayuntamiento al (904) 529-9078
Legal 47033 published Nov. 19 and 26, 2020 in Clay County’s Clay Today newspaper

PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

The following public hearing has
been scheduled and will be held in
the City Council Chambers, 321
Walnut Street, Green Cove Springs,
to hear comments, if any, regarding
amending a Special Exception to
allow an accessory structure
exceeding 12 feet in peak height to
be constructed at 1514 Thomas St,
and identified as parcel number
016790-000-00:
Planning and Zoning Board:
Tuesday, December 8, 2020 at 4:30
p.m. or shortly thereafter.
The Future Land Use designation of
this property is Residential Low
Density. The Zoning designation of
the property is R-1.
Please be advised that if a person
decides to appeal any decision made
by the Board with respect to any
matter considered at this scheduled
public hearing, he will need to
ensure that a verbatim record of the
proceedings is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence
upon which the appeal is to be

PUBLIC SALE
In accordance with the provisions of
State law, there being due and
unpaid charges for which the
undersigned is entitled to satisfy an
owner and / or manager's lien of the
goods hereinafter described and
stored at Life Storage #67 located at:
918 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park, FL
32065 904-272-3705
Steamin' Leamin - Tools/Applnces;
Off Furn/Mach/Equip
stephen tinney - Hsld gds/Furn
Stephanie Shephard - Hsld gds/Furn;
Boxes
and, due notice having been given, to
the owner of said property and all
parties known to claim an interest
therein, and the time specified in
such notice for payment of such
having expired, the goods will be
sold to the highest bidder or
otherwise disposed of at a public
auction to be held online at www.Sto
rageTreasures.com, which will end
on Wednesday, December 16, 2020
10:00 AM
Legal 47023 published Nov 19 and
Nov 26, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC SALE

Self-storage unit contents of the
following customers containing
household and other goods will be
sold for cash by CubeSmart #5500,
1939 East West Pkwy, Fleming
Island, FL 32003 to satisfy a lien on
12/12/2020 at approx. 12:00pm at
storagetreasures.com:
Lindsay Michelle Tarr
Legal 47006 published Nov 19 and
Nov 26, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

Legal 47032 published Nov. 19 and 26, 2020 in Clay County’s Clay Today newspaper

LEGAL NOTICE
QUALIFIED CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION TO SEAT 5 ON THE 

TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PENNEY FARMS, FLORIDA
Under the provisions of Article III of the Town Charter of 1974, the citizens of 
Penney Farms, Florida are hereby notified that an election will be held on Tues-
day, December 8, 2020 between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in the Town 
Hall located at 4100 Clark Avenue in Penney Farms, Florida for the purpose of 
electing one member to Seat 5 on the Town Council to fill a vacancy which will 
occur with the first regular or the first special meeting of the Town Council for the 
month of January, 2021. The qualifying candidates for this election are as follows:

• Paul E. Sabin - Seat 5 (Four Year Term)
• Lloyd W. Hogan - Seat 5 (Four Year Term)

For further information call the Town Hall at 904-529-9078.

NOTICE OF
REGULAR MEETING

OF THE BOARD
OF SUPERVISORS

SOUTH VILLAGE COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

Notice is hereby given that the South
Village Community Development
District ("District") will meet on
Tuesday, December 1, 2020 at 6:30
p.m. at the Eagle Landing Residents
Club, 3975 Eagle Landing Parkway,
Orange Park, Florida 32065 to hold a
regular meeting of the Board of
Supervisors ("Board") where the
Board may consider any business
that may properly come before it.
In light of the COVID-19 public
health emergency, it is anticipated
that the meeting may be conducted
remotely, pursuant to Zoom
communications media technology
and/or by telephone pursuant to
Executive Orders 20-52, 20-69 and
20-112 issued by Governor DeSantis
on March 9, 2020, March 20, 2020 and
April 29, 2020 ("Executive Orders")
respectively,  including any
extensions or supplements thereof,
a n d  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n
120.54(5)(b)2., Florida Statutes. If
such Executive Orders are not
extended and the Board is required
to meet in person, or otherwise
conditions allow the meeting to
occur in person, the meeting may be
held at the location stated above.
Anyone wishing to participate in the
meeting and obtain information
about how the meeting will occur
should refer to the District's website,
www.SouthVillageCDD.com or
contact the office of the District
Manager,  c/o Governmental
Management Services, LLC, at (904)
940-5850 or Joliver@gmsnf.com to
obtain access information.
The District fully encourages public
participation in a safe and efficient
manner. Toward that end,
participants are strongly encouraged
to submit questions and comments to
the District Manager by calling (904)
940-5850 or emailing Joliver
@gmsnf.com by 5:00 p.m. on Monday,

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
FILE NO: 2020-CP-592

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF NEWELL
BRETT HOPE, JR.
The administration of the estate of
NEWELL BRETT HOPE, JR., who
died on May 19, 2020, is pending in
the Circuit Court of Clay County,
Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is the Clerk of the
Circuit Court, 825 North Orange
Avenue, Green Cove Springs, FL
32043. The names and addresses of
the PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
and attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the DECEDENT and
other persons having claims or
demands against the DECEDENT'S
estate on whom a copy of this
NOTICE is required to be served
must file their claims with this
COURT WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE
T I M E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR THIRTY (30) AFTER THE DATE
OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the
DECEDENT and other persons
having claims or demands against
DECEDENT'S estate must file their
claims with this COURT WITHIN
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of the first publication of
this NOTICE TO CREDITORS is
November 26, 2020.

RICHARD N. HOPE

NOTICE OF INTENT
TO DESIGNATE POSITION
FOR SENIOR MANAGEMENT

SERVICE CLASS
The Clay County Clerk of Court and
Comptroller, Clay County, Florida,
declares their notice of intent to
designate the non-elective full-time
position in their office, to-wit:
Inspector General inclusion in the
senior management service class of
the Florida Retirement System
pursuant to Section 121.055 (1) (b),
Florida Statutes.
Legal 47054 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020, in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

PUBLIC SALE
On 9 DEC 2020 @ 10 A.M. 246
Jefferson Ave, Orange Park, Florida
32065, Tom's Towing Service will
auction off the following vehicles for
towing and storage charges.
2019 NISSAN 1N6BF0KM3KN806005
Legal 47069 publish Nov 26, 2020 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper.

PUBLIC SALE
FIRST COAST TOWING gives Notice
of Lien and intent to sell these
vehicles on 12/12/2020 10:00 am at
2 9 0 5  B L A N D I N G  B L V D
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068-6349,
pursuant to subsection 713.78 of the
Florida Statutes. FIRST COAST
TOWING reserves the right to accept
or reject any and/or all bids.

WDDZF4JB5JA362808
2018 Mercedes-Benz

Legal 46927 published Nov 26, 2020
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

PUBLIC NOTICE
OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the undersigned intends to sell the
personal property described below
to enforce a lien imposed on said
property under The Florida Self
Storage Facility Act Statutes (Section
83.801 - 83.809). The undersigned will
sell by competitive bidding at
lockerfox.com on Tuesday the 15th
day of December, 2020 at 12:00 PM.
Said property is SecurCare Self
Storage, 2000 Wells Road A, Orange
Park, FL, 32073 Clay County
Williams, Stephon 534 Leather sofa
love seat, hoverboard, ladder. All
purchased items are sold as is,
where is, and must be removed
within 48 hours of the sale. A
refundable $100 cash deposit for
each unit won is required. All
purchases must be paid in cash. Sale
subject to cancellation in the event
of settlement between owner and
obligated party.
Legal 47053 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

The City of Green Cove Springs
proposes to adopt the following
Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. O-11-2020
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GREEN
COVE SPRINGS, FLORIDA,
MODIFYING WATER RATES BY
AMENDING CITY CODE CHAPTER
90 UTILITIES, ARTICLE IV -
WATER SERVICE, DIVISION 3 -
RATES AND CHARGES, SECTION
90-253 ENTITLED "WATER USAGE
AND MONTHLY MINIMUM
CHARGES"; PROVIDING FOR
CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY,
CODIFICATION, AND SETTING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
The following public hearing has
been scheduled and will be held in
the City Council Chambers, 321
Walnut Street, Green Cove Springs,
to hear comments, if any, regarding
said Ordinance:
City Council: First Reading on
Tuesday, November 10, 2020 at 7:00
p.m. or shortly thereafter
City Council: Second & Final
Reading on Tuesday, December 8,
2020 at 7:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter
Please be advised that if a person
decides to appeal any decision made
by the City Council with respect to
any matter considered at this
scheduled public hearing, he will
need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the proceedings is made,
which record includes the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal
is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, any person
needing a special accommodation to
participate in this matter should
contact City Hall at (904) 297-7500 at
least three (3) days prior to the
meeting. Hearing impaired persons
may access through (904) 284-4849
(TDD).
Said Ordinance is available at City
Hall for review during the hours of
7:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through
Thursday.
All interested individuals are invited
to attend this public hearing.

City of Green Cove Springs
Erin West, City Clerk

321 Walnut Street
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
Steve Kennedy, City Manager

Legal 46909 published Oct 29 and
Nov 26, 2020, in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
FILE NO: 2020-CP-569

DIVISION: B
IN RE: ESTATE OF JOHN TORRES
VIVIAN, a/k/a JOHN T. VIVIAN,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
JOHN TORRES VIVIAN, also known
as JOHN T. VIVIAN, deceased,
whose date of death was July 17,
2020, is pending in the Circuit Court
for Clay County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is Clay
County Courthouse, 825 North
Orange Avenue, Green Cove Springs,
Florida, 32043. The names and
addresses of the Personal
Representative and the Personal
Representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the Decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against Decedent's estate,
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served, must file their
claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the Decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against Decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of the first publication of
this notice is November 19, 2020.
Signed on this 12th day of November,
2020.
JAMES A. NOLAN, ESQUIRE
Attorney for Personal
Representative
Florida Bar No. 0124389
GrayRobinson, P.A.
50 North Laura Street Suite 1100
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Telephone: 904-632-8484
Email:
james.nolan@gray-robinson.com

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2020-CP-585

Division B
IN RE: ESTATE OF GRACE
LORRAINE HAWKINS

Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
Elizabeth Stansel, deceased, whose
date of death was October 25, 2020, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Clay
County, Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is PO Box 698,
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043.
The names and addresses of the
personal representative and the
personal representative's attorney
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is November 26, 2020.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Dale S. Wilson
E-Mail Address:
wilsdale@bellsouth.net
Florida Bar No. 176945
Dale S. Wilson PA
PO Box 1808
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
Telephone: (904) 284-5618

Personal Representative:
Robert Hawkins.

802 S. 15th St Unit 1844
Sebring, Ohio 44672

Legal 47068 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3rd 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

Legal Notice

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
FILE NO: 2020-CP-543

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF SHARRON
E. BAKER, DECEASED.
The formal administration of the
estate of SHARRON E. BAKER, who
died on August 27, 2019, is pending in
the Circuit Court of Clay County,
Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is the Clerk of the
Circuit Court, 825 North Orange
Avenue, Green Cove Springs, FL
32043. The names and addresses of
the PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
and attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the DECEDENT and
other persons having claims or
demands against the DECEDENT'S
estate on whom a copy of this
NOTICE is required to be served
must file their claims with this
COURT WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE
T I M E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR THIRTY (30) AFTER THE DATE
OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the
DECEDENT and other persons
having claims or demands against
DECEDENT'S estate must file their
claims with this COURT WITHIN
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of the first publication of
this NOTICE TO CREDITORS is
November 26, 2020.

PRISCILLA L. SCREEN
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

5850 CR 214
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Owens & Wagner, P.A.
VeRonica R. Owens, Esq.
Fla. Bar No.: 73568
VeRonica@OwensWagner.com
189 South Lawrence Boulevard
Keystone Heights, FL 32656
2000 Henley Road, Suite B
Middleburg, FL 32068
Telephone (352) 473-5000
Attorneys for PETITIONER
Legal 47046 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020, in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

based.
In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, any person
needing a special accommodation to
participate in this matter should
contact City Hall at (904) 297-7500 at
least three (3) days prior to the
meeting. Hearing impaired persons
may access through Florida Relay
Dial 7-1-1.
Said application is available at City
Hall for review during the hours of
7:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through
Thursday.
All interested individuals are invited
to attend this public hearing.
City of Green Cove Springs
Heather Glisson, Development
Services Representative 321 Walnut
Street
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
Steve Kennedy, City Manager

Legal 47059 published Nov 26,
2020, in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
6306 Baker Road

Keystone Heights, FL 32656
Owens & Wagner, P.A.
VeRonica R. Owens, Esq.
Fla. Bar No.: 73568
VeRonica@OwensWagner.com
189 South Lawrence Boulevard
Keystone Heights, FL 32656
2000 Henley Road, Suite B
Middleburg, FL 32068
Telephone (352) 473-5000
Attorneys for PETITIONER
Legal 47058 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020, in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

November 30, 2020 in advance of the
meeting to facilitate the Board's
consideration of such questions and
comments during the meeting.
The meeting is open to the public
and will be conducted in accordance
with the provisions of Florida law for
community development districts. A
copy of the agenda for the meeting
may be obtained from the District
Manager, at 475 West Town Place,
Suite 114, St. Augustine, Florida
32092 or by calling (904) 940-5850),
and is expected to also be available
on the District's website at www.Sou
thVillageCDD.com. The meeting may
be continued to a date, time, and
place to be specified on the record at
such meeting. There may be
occasions when one or more
Supervisors will participate by
telephone.
Any person requiring special
accommodations at the meeting
because of a disability or physical
impairment should contact the
District Manager's Office at least
forty-eight (48) hours prior to the
meetings. If you are hearing or
speech impaired, please contact the
Florida Relay Service by dialing
7-1-1, or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY) /
1-800-955-8770 (Voice), for aid in
contacting the District Manager's
Office.
Each person who decides to appeal
any decision made by the Board with
respect to any matter considered at
the meeting is advised that person
will need a record of proceedings
and that accordingly, the person may
need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the proceedings is made,
including the testimony and
evidence upon which such appeal is
to be based.
If you are unable to participate by
telephone or by ZOOM, please
contact the District Manager's office
at (904) 940-5850 or Joliver
@ g m s n f . c o m  f o r  f u r t h e r
accommodations.

James Oliver
District Manager

Legal 47010 published Nov 26, 2020
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

Sec. EMail:
debra.palmrose@gray-robinson.com

DEBORAH MORGAN
Personal Representative

100 East Thousand Oaks Boulevard
Suite 187

Thousand Oaks, California 91360
Legal 47025 published Nov 19 and
Nov 26, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper
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PUBLIC SALE
In accordance with the provisions of
State law, there being due and
unpaid charges for which the
undersigned is entitled to satisfy an
owner and /or manager's lien of the
goods hereinafter described and
stored at Life Storage located at: 600
Blanding Blvd., Store #409, Orange
Park, FL 32073, (904) 773-6331

PUBLIC SALE
In accordance with the provisions of
State law, there being due and
unpaid charges for which the
undersigned is entitled to satisfy an
owner and /or manager's lien of the
goods hereinafter described and
stored at the Life Storage location(s)
listed below.
Life Storage Store #408 - 1709
Blanding Blvd., Middleburg, FL
32068, 904-282-6341
Dale A. Musico Hsld Gds/Furn
William Gironda Hsld Gds/Furn
And, due notice having been given, to
the owner of said property and all
parties known to claim an interest
therein, and the time specified in
such notice for payment of such

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
FILE NO: 2020 CP 000595

DIVISION: B
IN RE: ESTATE OF HAZEL
DARLENE BARNES,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
HAZEL DARLENE BARNES,
deceased, whose date of death was
July 30, 2020, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Clay County,
Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is: Clay County
Courthouse. 825 North Orange
Avenue, Green Cove Springs,
Florida. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and the
personal representative's attorney
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate,
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE

NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2020-CP-000499

Division: B
IN RE ESTATE OF:
VIRGINIA I. MCCARTY,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
Virginia I. McCarty, deceased, whose
date of death was July 31, 2020, is
pending in the Circuit Court for Clay
County, Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is 825 N.
Orange Avenue, Green Cove Springs,
FL 32043. The names and addresses
of the personal representative and
the personal representative's
attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court ON OR
BEFORE THE LATER OF 3
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is November 26, 2020.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Nancy E. Kemner Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 0879746
P.O. Box 9318
Fleming Island, FL 32006
Telephone: (904) 278-1178
Fax: (904) 592-7735
E-mail: nancy@kemnerlaw.com

Personal Representative:
Daniel J. McCarty

1702 Greenwich Drive
Troy, Michigan 48098

Legal 47051 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

The City of Green Cove Springs
proposes to adopt the following
Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. O-16-2020
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FLORIDA,
AMENDING CHAPTER 101,
ARTICLE I, SEC. 101-5 TO ADD
NEW DEFINITIONS FOR FLAG
LOT; LOT LINE, FRONT; LOT
LINE, SIDE; AND LOT LINE,
REAR; AND REVISE DEFINITIONS
FOR LOT WIDTH AND SETBACK;
AMENDING CHAPTER 113
ARTICLE II, DIVISION 4 SEC
113-131 AND 113-132 TO REVISE
A C C E S S  R E Q U I R E M E N T S ;
ESTABLISHING CHAPTER 101,
ARTICLE II, DIVISION III SEC.
101-160 CONCERNING FLAG LOT
REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING
FOR CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY
AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.
The following public hearings have
been scheduled and will be held in
the City Council Chambers, 321
Walnut Street, Green Cove Springs,
to hear comments, if any, regarding
said Ordinance:
Planning & Zoning Board: Tuesday,
December 8, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. or
shortly thereafter;
City Council: Tuesday, January 5,
2021 at 7:00 p.m. or shortly
thereafter;
City Council: Tuesday, January 19,
2021 at 7:00 p.m. or shortly
thereafter;
Please be advised that if a person
decides to appeal any decision made
by the Council with respect to any
matter considered at these
scheduled public hearings, he will
need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the proceedings is made,
which record includes the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal
is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, any person
needing a special accommodation to
participate in this matter should
contact City Hall at (904) 297-7500 at
least three (3) days prior to the
meeting. Hearing impaired persons
may access through Florida Relay
Dial 7-1-1.
Said Ordinance is available at City
Hall for review during the hours of
7:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through
Thursday.
All interested individuals are invited
to attend this public hearing.
City of Green Cove Springs
Heather Glisson,
Development Services
Representative
321 Walnut Street
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043

Legal 47060 published Nov 26,
2020, in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
FILE NO: 2020-CP-0523

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF MARY
ELIZABETH COLLINS,
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of
MARY ELIZABETH COLLINS,
deceased, whose date of death was
July 22, 2020, and whose last four
digits or her Social Security Number
are 5761, is pending in the Circuit
Court for Clay County, Florida,
Probate Division, the address of
which is Clay County Courthouse, 825
North Orange Avenue, Green Cove
Springs, FL 32043. The names and
addresses of the personal
representative and the personal
representative's attorney are set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and
other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
on whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served must file their
claims with this court WITHIN THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
T I M E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE
OR 30 DAY AFTER THE DATE OF
SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
D A T E  O F  T H E  F I R S T
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of the first publication of
this notice is November 19, 2020.
Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Stacie L. Corbett, Esquire
Florida Bar No.: 1002215
The Marty Smith Law Firm
101 S.W. Third Street
Post Office Box 2405
Ocala, Florida 34478
Phone (352) 622-1188
slc@bap-law.com

Personal Representative:
William E. Collins, Sr.

Legal 47020 published Nov 19 and
Nov 26, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

The City of Green Cove Springs
proposes to adopt the following
Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. O-12-2020
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GREEN
COVE SPRINGS, FLORIDA,
MODIFYING WASTEWATER
RATES BY AMENDING CITY CODE
CHAPTER 90 - UTILITIES,
ARTICLE IV - SEWERS AND
SEWAGE DISPOSAL, DIVISION 3 -
RATES AND CHARGES, SECTION
90-376 ENTITLED "WASTEWATER
RATES" ;  PROVIDING FOR
CONFLICT, SEVERABILITY,
CODIFICATION, AND SETTING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.
The following public hearing has
been scheduled and will be held in
the City Council Chambers, 321
Walnut Street, Green Cove Springs,
to hear comments, if any, regarding
said Ordinance:
City Council: First Reading on
Tuesday, November 10, 2020 at 7:00
p.m. or shortly thereafter
City Council: Second & Final
Reading on Tuesday, December 8,
2020 at 7:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter
Please be advised that if a person
decides to appeal any decision made
by the City Council with respect to
any matter considered at this
scheduled public hearing, he will
need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the proceedings is made,
which record includes the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal
is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, any person
needing a special accommodation to
participate in this matter should
contact City Hall at (904) 297-7500 at
least three (3) days prior to the
meeting. Hearing impaired persons
may access through (904) 284-4849
(TDD).
Said Ordinance is available at City
Hall for review during the hours of
7:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through
Thursday.
All interested individuals are invited
to attend this public hearing.

City of Green Cove Springs
Erin West, City Clerk

321 Walnut Street
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
Steve Kennedy, City Manager

Legal 46908 published Oct 29 and
Nov 26, 2020, in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC SALE

BURGART ENTERPRISES gives
Notice of Lien and intent to sell
these vehicles on 12/11/2020, 12:00
pm at 4360 COUNTY ROAD 218
MIDDLEBURG, FL 32068-4852,
pursuant to subsection 713.78 of the
Florida statutes. BURGART
ENTERPRISES reserves the right to
accept or reject any and/or all bid.
3N1CB51D35L575258 2005 NISSAN
Legal 47067 publish Nov 26, 2020 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law
Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida
Statutes
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name
of:

Abba Appraisals

Located at 3545 Laurel Leaf Drive, in
the County of CLAY, in the City of
Orange Park, Florida 32065 intends
to register the said name with the
Division of Corporations of the
Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Orange Park, Florida, this
19th day of November, 2020.
Owner's name/corporation:
Stockton Carter
Legal 47061 published Nov 26, 2020
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

NOTICE OF ACTION
FOR PUBLICATION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2020-DR-001480

DIVISION: F
IN RE: THE MARRIAGE OF
JUSTIN M. CARR,
Father,
and
VERONICA L. BRADY,
Mother.
TO: VERONICA L. BRADY
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action
for Determination of Paternity has
been filed against you. You are
required to serve a copy of your
written defenses, if any, to this
action on David M. Merritt, Esquire,
of KENNY LEIGH & ASSOCIATES,
Husband's attorney, whose address is
414 Old Hard Road, Suite 201,
Fleming Island, FL 32003, on or
before 30 days from the first day of
publication and file the original with
the clerk of this court at Judge
William A. Wilkes Judicial Complex,
825 North Orange Avenue, Green
Cove Springs, Florida 32043, either
before service on Father's attorney
or immediately thereafter; otherwise
a default will be entered against you
for the relief demanded in the
petition.
WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida
Family Law Rules of Procedure,
requires certain automatic
disclosure of documents and
information. Failure to comply can
result in sanctions, including
dismissal or striking of pleadings.
DATED this 17th day of November,
2020.

(seal)
Tara S. Green

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By: Rebecca Crews

Deputy Clerk
Legal 47048 published Nov 26, Dec 3,
Dec 10 and Dec 17, 2020 in Clay
County's Clay Today newspaper.

NOTICE OF
REGULAR MEETING

OF THE BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS

ROLLING HILLS COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

Notice is hereby given that the
R o l l i n g  H i l l s  C o m m u n i t y
Development District ("District") will
meet on Tuesday, December 8, 2020
at 6:00 p.m. at the Rolling Hills
Amenity Center, 3212 Bradley Creek
Parkway, Green Cove Springs,
Florida 32043 to hold a regular
meeting of the Board of Supervisors
("Board") where the Board may
consider any business that may
properly come before it.
In light of the COVID-19 public
health emergency, it is anticipated
that the meeting may be conducted
remotely, pursuant to Zoom
communications media technology
and/or by telephone pursuant to
Executive Orders 20-52, 20-69 and
20-112 issued by Governor DeSantis
on March 9, 2020, March 20, 2020 and
April 29, 2020 ("Executive Orders")
respectively,  including any
extensions or supplements thereof,
a n d  p u r s u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n
120.54(5)(b)2., Florida Statutes. If
such Executive Orders are not
extended and the Board is required
to meet in person, or otherwise
conditions allow the meeting to
occur in person, the meeting may be
held at the location stated above.
Anyone wishing to participate in the
meeting and obtain information
about how the meeting will occur
should refer to the District's website,
www.RollingHillsCDD.com or
contact the office of the District
Manager,  c/o Governmental
Management Services, LLC, at (904)
940-5850 x 406 or Joliver@gmsnf.com
to obtain access information.
The District fully encourages public
participation in a safe and efficient
manner. Toward that end,
participants are strongly encouraged
to submit questions and comments to
the District Manager by calling (904)
940-5850 x 406 or emailing Joliver
@gmsnf.com by 5:00 p.m. on Monday,
December 7, 2020 in advance of the
meeting to facilitate the Board's
consideration of such questions and
comments during the meeting.
The meeting is open to the public
and will be conducted in accordance
with the provisions of Florida law for
community development districts. A
copy of the agenda for the meeting
may be obtained from the District
Manager, at 475 West Town Place,
Suite 114, St. Augustine, Florida
32092 or by calling (904) 940-5850 x
406), and is expected to also be
available on the District's website at
www.RollingHillsCDD.com. The
meeting may be continued to a date,
time, and place to be specified on
the record at such meeting. There
may be occasions when one or more
Supervisors will participate by
telephone.
Any person requiring special
accommodations at the meeting
because of a disability or physical
impairment should contact the
District Manager's Office at least
forty-eight (48) hours prior to the
meetings. If you are hearing or
speech impaired, please contact the
Florida Relay Service by dialing
7-1-1, or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY) /
1-800-955-8770 (Voice), for aid in
contacting the District Manager's
Office.
Each person who decides to appeal
any decision made by the Board with
respect to any matter considered at
the meeting is advised that person
will need a record of proceedings
and that accordingly, the person may
need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the proceedings is made,
including the testimony and
evidence upon which such appeal is
to be based.
If you are unable to participate by

NOTICE OF INTENT
TO DESIGNATE POSITION
FOR SENIOR MANAGEMENT

SERVICE CLASS
The Clay County Clerk of Court and
Comptroller, Clay County, Florida,
declares their notice of intent to
designate the non-elective full-time
position in their office, to-wit: Public
Information Officer inclusion in the
senior management service class of
the Florida Retirement System
pursuant to Section 121.055 (1) (b),
Florida Statutes.
Legal 47055 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020, in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

NOTICE OF INTENT
TO DESIGNATE POSITION
FOR SENIOR MANAGEMENT

SERVICE CLASS
The Clay County Clerk of Court and
Comptroller, Clay County, Florida,
declares their notice of intent to
designate the non-elective full-time
position in their office, to-wit:
Finance Officer inclusion in the
senior management service class of
the Florida Retirement System
pursuant to Section 121.055 (1) (b),
Florida Statutes.
Legal 47056 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020, in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

LEGAL NOTICE
The Board of Supervisors of the Clay
County Utility Authority will meet on
Monday,  December 7, 2020, in a
Workshop Session commencing at
1:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as
those in attendance may convene, for
an informational tour of the Doctors
Lake Phosphorus Removal Project
located at the Fleming Island
Regional Wastewater Treatment
Plant, Fleming Island, Florida. The
purpose of the workshop session is
for staff to provide an informational
tour of the facilities for the members
of the Board of Supervisors and any
interested members of the public.
In accordance with the Americans
With Disabilities Act, any person
needing a special accommodation to
participate in this matter, should
contact the Clay County Utility
Authority by mail at 3176 Old
Jennings Road, Middleburg, Florida
32068 or by telephone at (904)
213-2464, no later than 7 days prior to
the hearing or proceeding for which
this notice has been given. Those
requiring auditory assistance can
access the foregoing telephone
number by contacting the Florida
Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770
(Voice) or 1-800-955-8771 (TDD). For
further information regarding
participation this Workshop Session,
please call (904) 213-2464.
Legal 47052 publish Nov 26, 2020 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper.

FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of the first publication of
this notice is November 26, 2020.
WILLIAM H. DAVIE, II
Fla. Bar No.: 634387
733 N. Palmetto Ave.
Green Cove Springs, Florida 32043
(904) 276-5344 - Phone
(904) 284-8725 - Fax
BDavie@DavieLawFirm.com -
Primary
Service@DavieLawFirm.com -
Secondary
Attorney for the Personal
Representative

WESLEY BARNES
5974 284th St

Branford, FL 32008
Personal Representative

Legal 47038 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Clay County Towing gives notice of
lien and intent to sell the following
vehicles at 2864 Blanding Blvd
Middleburg FL 32068 at date and
time listed below:

DECEMBER 21, 2020 @ 10:00 AM
2008 NISSAN 1N4AL21E88N449478
2015 TRIPT 1XNCH7169F1053646
2000 MERZ WDBNG75J3YA080071

2007 CHRYSLER
2C3KA53G67H626626
Pursuant to subsection 713-78 of the
FL Statute, Clay County Towing
reserves the right to accept or reject
any or all bids.
Legal 47066 publish Nov 26, 2020 in
Clay County's Clay Today newspaper

having expired, the goods will be
sold to the highest bidder or
otherwise disposed of at a public
auction to be held online at www.Sto
rageTreasures.com which will end
on Wednesday December 16, 2020 @
10:00 AM
Legal 47018 published Nov 19 and
Nov 26, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

Location:Seven Auto & Body
3034 Bravo Ct
Orange Park, FL 32065
(904) 602-6790
Pursuant to F.S. 713.585 the cash
amount per vehicle would be
sufficient to redeem that vehicle
from the lienor. Any interested party
has a right to a hearing prior to the
sale by filing a demand for the
hearing with the Clerk of the Circuit
Court in Clay and mailing copies of
the same to all owners and lienors.
The owner/lienholder has a right to
recover possession of the vehicle by
posting bond pursuant to F.S. 559.917
and if sold any proceeds remaining
from the sale will be deposited with
the Clerk of Circuit Court for
disposition.
Legal 47043 published Nov 26, 2020
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

Charles Rentz - Hsld gds/furn,
TV/Stereo Equip, Acctng rcrds/Sales
Sampls
Jillian Perez - Hsld gds/Furn
Jason Cooper - Hsld gds/Furn
Malia Resner - Hsld gds/Furn
Cindy Calley - Hsld gds/Furn
And, due notice having been given, to
the owner of said property and all
parties known to claim an interest
therein, and the time specified in
such notice for payment of such
having expired, the goods will be
sold to the highest bidder or
otherwise disposed of at public
auction or otherwise disposed of at a
public auction to be held online at
www.StorageTreasures.com, which
will end on Wednesday December 16,
2020 at 10:00 AM
Any questions regarding the above
information are to be addressed to
the manager of this facility at the
phone number shown above.
Legal 47012 published Nov 19 and
Nov 26, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper.

telephone or by ZOOM, please
contact the District Manager's office
at (904) 940-5850 x 406 or Joliver
@ g m s n f . c o m  f o r  f u r t h e r
accommodations.
James Oliver
District Manager
Legal 47011 published Nov 26, 2020
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper.
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RE-NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
4TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND

FOR CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION:

CASE NO.: 2019-CA-001431-
F R E E D O M  M O R T G A G E
CORPORATION,
Plaintiff,
Vs.
MARTIN RANDALL STALNECKER;
NICOLE V. STALNECKER; FOREST
H A M M O C K  H O M E O W N E R S
ASSOCIATION, INC; UNKNOWN
TENANT IN POSSESSION OF THE
SUBJECT PROPERTY,
Defendants.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to an Final Judgment of
Foreclosure dated 4th day of
November, 2020, and entered in Case
No. 2019-CA-001431-, of the Circuit
Court of the 4th Judicial Circuit in
and for CLAY County, Florida,
wherein, FREEDOM MORTGAGE
CORPORATION is the Plaintiff, and

Request for Proposals
City of Green Cove Springs

Qualifications-based competitive
sealed proposals will be received at
the City Hall Office, 321 Walnut
Street, Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
until 2:00p.m., on December 22, 2020,
local time, for: RFP No. 2020-20,
Building Official, Plan Review and
Building Inspection Services.
Proposals shall be labeled RFP No.
2020-20 - "2045 Comprehensive Plan
Update." Number of Copies: Submit a
total of one (1) original, so labeled,
and four (4) complete hardcopies of
the entire response and one thumb
drive digital copy. An original
signature must appear on the
original hardcopy response.
Executed Public Entity Crimes and
Drug-Free Workplace forms, along
with Standard Addendum to
Contracts must accompany the
submittal.
Any persons wishing their proposal
to be considered is responsible for
making certain that their proposal is
received at the proper place and
time. No oral, telegraphic,
electronic, facsimile, or telephonic
proposals or modifications will be
considered unless specified.
Proposals received after the
scheduled submittal deadline will be
returned unopened.
Request for Proposals packages can
be obtained by website, www.greenc
ovesprings.com under the Bid
section. Additional information
concerning the proposed service can
be obtained by:

Laurie Griffin,
Assistant Finance Director,

Bid Notices

NOTICE OF SALE
IN THE 4TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COURT IN AND FOR CLAY

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No. 2020-CA-00404

21ST MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
Plaintiff,
vs.
CHARLES RANDALL CALLEY;
MANDY LEE CALLEY; and
UNKNOWN TENANT
Defendant.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judgment dated
November 18, 2020 entered in Case
No.: 2020 CA 404 of the Circuit Court
in and for Clay County, Florida,
wherein CHALRES RANDALL
CALLEY and MANDY LEE CALLEY,
are the Defendants, that Tara S.
Green will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash, on January 27,
2021, at 10:00 a.m., at the Clerk of the
Circuit Court, online at www.clay.re
alforeclose.com, the following
described real property as set forth
in the Final Judgment: Legal: SEE
ATTACHED EXHIBIT "A"
TOGETHER WITH A 2018 LIVE
O A K  M O D E L  7 6  X  3 2
M A N U F A C T U R E D  H O M E
B E A R I N G  S E R I A L  N O . ' S :
L O H G A 1 1 7 1 8 7 3 1 A  A N D
LOHGA11718731B.
NOTICE
IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING
A RIGHT TO FUNDS REMAINING
AFTER THE SALE, YOU MUST
FILE A CLAIM WITH THE CLERK
NO LATER THAN THE DATE THAT
THE CLERK REPORTS THE
FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED. IF YOU
FAIL TO FILE A CLAIM, YOU WILL
NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY
REMAINING FUNDS. AFTER THE
FUNDS ARE REPORTED AS
UNCLAIMED, ONLY THE OWNER
OF RECORD AS OF THE DATE OF
THE LIS PENDENS MAY CLAIM
THE SURPLUS.
Dated this 18th day of November,
2020

(seal)
Tara S. Green

Clerk of the Circuit Court
by: Jaimie Pippin

As Deputy Clerk
NOTICE

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES
ACT, PERSONS NEEDING SPECIAL
A C C O M M O D A T I O N  T O
PARTICIPATE IN THIS FUNCTION
SHOULD CONTACT COUNTY CIVIL
NOT LATER THAN ONE (1) DAY

PUBLIC NOTICE
OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the undersigned intends to sell the
personal property described below
to enforce a lien imposed on said
property under The Florida Self
Storage Facility Act Statutes (Section
83.801 - 83.809). The undersigned will
sell by competitive bidding at
lockerfox.com on Tuesday the 15th
day of December, 2020 at 12:00 PM.
Said property is SecurCare Self
Storage, 996 Blanding Blvd, Orange
Park, FL, 32065 Fishbein, Stephen
302 shelves, baskets, photo frames .
Cochran, Daniel 734 lawnmower,
washer, dryer, microwave. All
purchased items are sold as is,
where is, and must be removed
within 48 hours of the sale. A
refundable $100 cash deposit for
each unit won is required. All
purchases must be paid in cash. Sale
subject to cancellation in the event
of settlement between owner and
obligated party.
Legal 47062 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

PUBLIC SALE
We Stor of Middleburg will conduct a
public sale to the highest bidder on
their premises at 4404 County Road
218, Middleburg, FL 32068, in
enforcement of Florida Statutes
section 83.806 on Friday, December
11, 2020 at 5:30pm on the following
units: The company reserves the
right to reject any bid and withdraw
any items from the sale. All units
contain household goods unless
otherwise noted: Clayton Allen,
Tonya Davie, Daniel Groat,
Frederick Hildenbrand, Daniel E.
Hudnall, Damon Mills, Frank
Morabito, Wende Peters, Deborah
L.Yon
Legal 47040 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

Order online: claytodayonline.com

Direct Mailed Thursdays | Call 904-264-3200

Nina Dobrev stars in “Fam,” premiering Thursday on CBS.

Nina Dobrev moves from 
vampires to relatives in ‘Fam’

4 x 3” ad

1 x 5” ad

2 x 2” ad

2 x 2” ad

Thursday, January 3, 2019

RealtyMastersInc.com

Marketing every property As if it were our own.• RESIDENTIAL •• COMMERCIAL •Buying • Selling • Renting(904) 282-0810

6738, 6742 & 6750 Gilda Ct  - Keystone Heights 
$350,00020 acres of beautiful land, 

has great potential was used 
at one time for a nursery, still 

has some plants on it. The 2 
story home is sold as is and is 

in need of repair but could be 
a nice home and perfect for a 

handyman, mobile home on 

property was used for a offi ce/storage for the nursery. Has a deep artesian 

well and irrigation system. Three separate addresses with home sitting on 5 

acres , mobile home is on 10 acres and then another 5 acre parcel totaling 20 

acres. ALL SOLD TOGETHER 

2032 CR 220 • South of Orange Park • 904-269-4198 •whiteysfi shcamp.com

Family Owned & Operated Since 1963

2020

Bait • Tackle • Boat Rentals • RV Park • Full Service Restaurant

BBaaiitt •• TTTaaTTTT cckkllee •• BBooaatt RReennttaallss •• RRVV PPaa kk

Come see what old Florida is all about

FISH CAMPRESTAURANT& CAMPGROUND
O & O

Whitey’s
The REAL Fish Camp!

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE904-214-3723
2581-A Blanding Blvd.Middleburg, FL 32068MyCustomCart.com

We make customizing your cart easy.

Introducing our NEW54' Large FormatHP 315 Latex PrinterBigger, Faster & Better Quality!

Your Full Service Print Shop!
 Business Cards   Flyers   Brochures   T-Shirts   Banners

 Bindery   Envelopes   Graphic Design..... and much more!
1857 Wells Road, Suite 1 A&B  Orange Park, FL 32073

www.sirspeedyop.com  orders@sirspeedyop.com
Phone: 904-269-5116

Subscribe
Now

Get the weekly 
Entertainment Guide

FREE

$34 Year 

4 Local Coverage
4 Local Sports 
4 Community Events

4 National Coupons
4 Community Inserts
4 Classfieds & Legals 

No one delivers your local news like the Clay Today!

RE-NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR CLAY COUNTY,

FLORIDA
CASE NO: 2019-CA-000479

DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE
FOR AMERIQUEST MORTGAGE
SECURITIES INC., ASSET-BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2005-R9,
Plaintiff,
Vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF CAROLE
COLODNY, ET AL.
Defendants
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judgment of
Foreclosure dated August 26, 2020,
and entered in Case No.
2019-CA-000479, of the Circuit Court
of the Fourth Judicial Circuit in and
for CLAY County, Florida.
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE
FOR AMERIQUEST MORTGAGE
SECURITIES INC., ASSET-BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2005-R9 (hereafter
"Plaintiff"), is Plaintiff and
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF CAROLE
COLODNY; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
CAROLE COLODNY; HEATHER
HARPER A/K/A  HEATHER
COLODNY, are defendants. Tara
Green, Clerk of Court for CLAY,
County Florida will sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash via
the internet at www.clay.realforeclo
se.com at 10:00 a.m., on the 15th day
of January, 2021, the following
described property as set forth in
said Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 17, BLOCK 82, JACKSONVILLE
SOUTH UNIT TWO, ACCORDING
TO THE PLAT THEREOF AS
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 11,
PAGES 1 THROUGH 13, OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF CLAY
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
TOGETHER WITH THAT CERTAIN
1999 MOBILE HOME VIN #
FLA14614797A AND FLA14614797B
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled at no
cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please contact
the ADA Coordinator at crtintrp
@coj.net or (904) 630-2564 at least 7
days before your scheduled court
appearance, or immediately upon
receiving this notification if the time
before the scheduled appearance is
less than 7 days; if you are hearing or
voice impaired, call 711.
Dated this 17th day of November,
2020.

(seal)
TARA S. GREEN

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By Rebecca Crews

As Deputy Clerk
Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of
the date of the Lis Pendens must file
a claim before the clerk reports the
surplus as unclaimed.
Legal 47045 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

Notice of Sale

feet; thence South 89°46'00" East,
248.43 feet to the Point of Beginning
and to close.
Less and except that portion
conveyed in O.R. Book 1200 Page 139,
Public Records of Clay County,
Florida.
Legal 47052 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper

PRIOR TO THE FUNCTION
904-630-2028; if you are hearing
impaired, call 1-800-955-8771; if you
are  vo ice  impaired ,  ca l l
1-800-955-8770.

Exhibit A
A portion of Sections 35 and 36,
Township 7 South, Range 26 East,
Clay County, Florida, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Commencing at the intersection of
the Westerly Right-of-Way line of
U.S. Highway #17 (state road #15), as
now established, with the north line
of said Section 35; thence South
3°19'58" East, and along said
Right-Of-Way line, 491.78 feet to the
Point of Beginning; thence continue
South 3°19'58" East, and along said
Right-of-Way line, 150.29 feet; thence
North 89°46'00" West, 270.93 feet;
thence North 4°52'02" East, 150.49

FICTITIOUS NAME
Notice Under Fictitious Name Law
Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida
Statutes
Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name
of:

Pamela Matthews Notary LLC

Located and doing business in the
County of CLAY, in the City of Green
Cove Springs, Florida 32043 intends
to register the said name with the
Division of Corporations of the
Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Green Cove Springs,
Florida, this 16th day of November,
2020.
Owner's name/corporation:
Pamela Matthews
Legal 47054 published Nov 26, 2020
in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

MARTIN RANDALL STALNECKER;
NICOLE V. STALNECKER; FOREST
H A M M O C K  H O M E O W N E R S
A S S O C I A T I O N ,  I N C ;  a n d
U N K N O W N  T E N A N T  I N
POSSESSION OF THE SUBJECT
PROPERTY are defendants. TARA
S. GREEN as Clerk of the Circuit
Court shall sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash electronically at
https://clay.realforeclose.com/ at
10:00 AM on the 2nd day of February,
2021, the following described
property as set forth in said Final
Judgment, to wit:
LOT 690, FOREST HAMMOCK AT
OAKLEAF PLANTATION UNIT
T W O ,  A  S U B D I V I S I O N
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF RECORDED AT PLAT
BOOK 55, PAGES 10 THROUGH 41,
IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF
CLAY COUNTY, FLORIDA.
IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING
A RIGHT TO FUNDS REMAINING
AFTER THE SALE, YOU MUST
FILE A CLAIM WITH THE CLERK
NO LATER THAN THE DATE THAT
THE CLERK REPORTS THE
FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED. IF YOU
FAIL TO FILE A CLAIM, YOU WILL
NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY
REMAINING FUNDS. AFTER THE
FUNDS ARE REPORTED AS
UNCLAIMED, ONLY THE OWNER
OF RECORD AS OF THE DATE OF
THE LIS PENDENS MAY CLAIM
THE SURPLUS.
If you are a person with a disability
who needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled at no
cost to you, to the provision of
certain assistance. Please contact
the ADA Coordinator at crtintrp
@coj.net or (904) 255-1695 at least 7
days before your scheduled court
appearance, or immediately upon
receiving this notification if the time
before the scheduled appearance is
less than 7 days; if you are hearing or
voice impaired, call 711.
Dated this 19th day of November,
2020.

(seal)
TARA S GREEN

Clerk Of The Circuit Court
By: Jaimie Pippin

Deputy Clerk
Legal 47065 published Nov 26 and
Dec 3, 2020 in Clay County's Clay
Today newspaper. 19-04120

Assistant Finance Director,
At (904) 297-7500, ext. 3323

Email:
lgriffin@greencovesprings.com

From 7:00a.m. - 5:30p.m., Monday -
Thursday at the Green Cove Springs
City Hall.

Legal 47057 published Nov 26,
2020, in Clay County's Clay Today
newspaper

It is a very easy process.  
Email Christie at 

christie@opcfla.com or call 
904-579-2153 to request the 

necessary form. It will run in our 
legal section for one week for $35

Affidavit will be mailed to you.

Have you registered your name with 
the state and need to run a fictitious 

name advertisement?  

STARTING A STARTING A 
NEW BUSINESS?NEW BUSINESS?

Notice of SaleNotice of SaleBid Notices Notice of SaleLegal Notice
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Finding the right primary care doctor can make all the difference  
in your overall health. Primary care physicians are often the first to 
notice subtle changes that could lead to serious health conditions. 

Baptist Primary Care has eight primary care physicians located  
throughout Clay County. Schedule your annual wellness  
exam today and get on the road to better health. 

Come get better 
with us. 

Same and next-day appointments are often available. 

Not sure which physician is right for you? 
Call 904.202.4YOU (4968)  

and we’ll help match you with the right doctor. 

We’re taking protective actions to keep you safe, including universal masking, frequent cleaning, limiting visitors, and 
more. Learn more about our COVID-19 safety measures at covid19.baptistjax.com/safe-care.

Peter Jansen, MD
2349 Village Square Parkway
Suite 110
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.264.6404

Jim Tran, MD
1747 Baptist Clay Drive
Suite 340
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.264.4405

Danisha Stevenson, MD
2349 Village Square Parkway
Suite 110
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.264.6404

Pat Pulwers, MD
440 Kingsley Avenue
Orange Park, FL 32073
904.264.9293

Kayla Fazio, DO
769 Blanding Boulevard
Unit 7
Orange Park, FL 32065
904.458.4882

Michael Stephens, MD
440 Kingsley Avenue
Orange Park, FL 32073
904.264.9293

Stacy Quinn, DO
769 Blanding Boulevard
Unit 7
Orange Park, FL 32065
904.458.4882

Curtis Storm, MD
1747 Baptist Clay Drive
Suite 340
Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.264.4405

© Baptist Health 2020
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